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TWENTY-EMTfl*ANNUAL*gOMLAYE 

Srand Sommaiidery Kiiiglits Templar 

□ F MICHIGAN. 

1884. 



The Twenty-Eighth Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery 
of the State of Michigan, was held at the Asylum of Detroit Com- 
mandery, No. 1, in the city of Detroit, commencing on Tuesday, May 
13th, A. D. 1884, A. O. 766, at 10 o'clock a. m. 

GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT. 

Sir Jessa E. Saxton, Detroit, R. E. Grand Commander. 

Sir Heman N. Moore, Grand Rapids, V. E. Deputy Grand Commander. 

Sir R. Allen Hall, Cold water, E. Grand Generalissimo. 

Sir Eugene Robinson, Detroit, E. Grand Captain General. 

Sir and Rev. Francis A. Blades, Detroit, E. Grand Prelate. 

Sir James Findlater, as E. Grand Senior Warden. 

Sir William S. Lawrence, Kalamazoo, E. Grand Junior Warden. 

Sir 11. Shaw Noble, Monroe, E. Grand Treasurer. 

Sir William P. Innes, Grand Rapids, E. Grand Recorder. 

Sir Thomas H. Williams, Jackson, E. Grand Standard Bearer. 

Sir Charles P. Bigelow, Big Rapids, E. Grand Swwd Bearer. 

Sir John A. Gerow, Marshall, E. Grand Wai^der. 

Sir Alexander McGregor, Detroit, Grand Sentinel. 
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OPENING, 



The R. E. Grand Commander, Jessa E. Saxton, assisted by the • 
Grand, Past Grand Officers, Representative and visiting Knights pres- 
ent, proceeded to open the Grand Commandery in ample and Knightly 
form, and after solemn prayer was offered by the Grand Prelate, de- 
clared the same open and ready for the transaction of business. 



The R. E. Grand Commander announced the following Sir Knights 
as the Committee on Credentials: 
Sir WUliam P. Innes. P. G. C. 
Sir Samuel C. Randall, P. G. C. 
Sir Vamum B, Cochrane, E. C. 



On motion of Sir Knight John H. Armstroi^, P. G, C, it was 

Resolved, That all Sir Knights in good and regular standing be admitted to 
seats in this Grand Commandery daring the present conclaye. 



Sir Knight Wm. P. Innes, P. G. C, Chairman of the Committee on 
Credentials, submitted their report, which, on motion, was accepted and 
adopted. On further motion the report was re-committed to the Com- 
mittee for any alterations made necessary by the arrival of absent repre- 
sentatives during the session, and the Committee authorized to make 
necessary corrections thereto. 

To the R, E, Grand Commander, Officera and Members, of the Grand Commandery 
K. T. of Michigan:, 

Your Committee on Credentials would respectfnlly beg leave to report the 
following officers and members of the Grand Commandery entitled to seats at the 
present session: 



COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 



ADMITTED TO SEATS. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 



GRAND OFFICERS. 



Sir Jessa E. Saxton, 



R. £. Grand Commander 



Sir Heman N. Moobe, 
Sir B. AiJjEN Hall, 



y . E. Deputy Grand Commander 



E. Grand Generalissimo 
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Bir EuoENE Robinson, ...... £. Grand Captain General 

Sir Rev. Fbanois A. Blades, - E. Grand Prelate 

Sir James Findlateb, ...... oaE. Grand Senior Warden 

Sir William S. Lawrence, E. Grand J unior Warden 

Sir H. Shaw Noble, E. Grand Treasurer 

Sir William P. Innes, .-. E. Grand Recorder 

Sir Thomas H. Williams, E. Grand Standard Bearer 

Sir Chables P. Bigklow, - - E. Grand Sword Bearer 

Sir John A. Geb^w, - E. Grand Warder 

Sir Alexandeb MoCtBEGOB, ........E. Grand Sentinel 

PAST GRAND OFFICERS. 

Sir John GUbert Sir Leonard H. Randall 

Sir William P. Innes Sir Salmon S. MattliewB 

Sir Luman R. Atwater Sir Samael C. Randall 

Sir Benjamin Porter Sir Hugh McGordy 

Sir Garra B. Noble Sir HolUe F. Knapp 

Sir Edward D. Benedict Sir Frank Henderson 

Sir John H. Armstrong Sir William B. Wilson 

Sir John L. Mitchell Sir George W. Chandler 

Sir Oliver L. Spanlding Sir Charles T. Hills, P. D. G. C. 

SUBORDINATE COMMANDERIE8. 

Detboit No. 1— 

Sir William C. Maybary, Eminent Commander. 

Sir James Findlater, Generalissimo. 

Sir Eugene Robinson, Captain General. 

Sir Thomas H. Armstrong, P. E. C. 

Sir John P. Fiske, P. E. C. # 

Sir William Barclay, P. E. C. 

Sir John Gilbert, P. E. C. , 

Sir Garra B. Noble, P. E. C. 

Sir Ellery I. Garfield, P. E. C. 

Sir William S. Edwards, P. E. C. 

Bir Richard Rowland. P. E. C. 

PONTIAO No. 2— 

Sir Edward C. Smith, Eminent Commander. 
Sir Joseph E. Sawyer, Generalissimo. 
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Sir John A. Harris, Captain General. 
Sir AnguBtufl C. Baldwin, P. E. C. 
Sir John P. Foster, P. E. C. 
Sir Thomas F. Gerls, P. E. C, 
Sir Samuel H. Norton, P. E. C. 

EuBEKA No. 3— 

Sir George W. Mosher, Eminent Commander. 

Sir W. H. Tallman, Generalissimo. 

Sir H. H. Frankinlield, Captain General. 

Sir Floyd J. Wilson, P. E. C. 

Sir Edward T. Kelley, P. E. C. 

Sir Robert A. Everett, P. E. C. 

Sir Jamee S. Galpway, P. E. C. 

Sir Samael S. Kanney, P. E. C. 

Sir Charles H. Patnam, P. E. C. 

Adbian No. 4— 

Sir William E. Jewett, Eminent Commander. 
Sir Daniel D. Sinclair, Generalissimo. 
Sir Heryey A. Oolvin, Captain General. 

DeMolia No. 5— 

Sir George E. Pantlind. Eminent Commander. 

Sir Henry F. Hastings, Generalissimo. 

Sir Joseph C. Herkner, Captain General. 

Sir Edward D. Benedict, P. G. C. 

Sir John W. Champlin, P. G. C. 

Sir Laman R. Atwater, P. G. C. 

Sir Leonard H. Randall, P. G. C. 

Romeo No. 6— 

Sir James Gray^ Eminent Commander. 

Sir John Green, Generalissimo. 

Sir C. P. Newbury, Captain General. 

PoBT Huron No. 7— 

Sir Fred. L. Wells, E. C. and Repreeentatlye of Commandery. 

PENINBUIiAB No. 8— 

Sir Wallace S. White, Eminent Commander. 
Sir George W. Young, Generalissimo. 
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Sir William 8. Lawrence, Captain General. 

Sir Edwin Burdick, P. E. C. 

Sir Charles H. Brown, P. E. G. 

Sir L. E. Starkey, P. E. C. 

Sir A. T. Metcalf , P. E. C. 

Sir T. F. Giddings, P. E. C. 

Sir W; W. Olin, P. E. C. 

Jaokson No. 9— 

Sir Walter J. Heyser, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Josiah C. Richardson, Generalissimo. 

Sir Hiram F. Hatch, Captain General. 

Sir Albert Stiles, P. E. C. 

Sir H. D. Fisher, P. E. C. 

Sir J. L. Mitchell, P. E. C. 

Sir Benjamin Porter, P. E. C. 

Sir HoUis F. Knapp, P. E. C. 

Sir George W. Baker, P. E. C. 

Sir D. V. Bunnell, P. E. C. 

Sir Thomas H. Williams, P. E. C. 

Jacobs No. 10— 

Sir Albert A. Dorranoe, Eminent Commander. 
Sir Jefferson S. Conover, Generalissimo. 
Sir David Fuller, Captain General. 

Ionia No. 11— 

Sir Chaoncey Waterbnry, E. C. and Representative of Commandery. 

NiLES No. 12— 

Sir W. Irving Babcock, Eminent Commander. 

Sir John Woodruff, Generalissimo. 

Sir M. H. Landon, Captain General. 

Sir Edward S. Badger, P. E. C. 

Sir R. W. Landon,P. E. C. 

Sir Thomas J. Boyd, P. E. C. 

Sir David H. Freed, P. E. C. 

Sir Geo. W. Timmons, P. E. C. 

Ann Aebob No. 18— 

Sir William G. Doty, Eminent Commander. 
Sir Lewis C. Goodrich, proxy for Generalissimo. 
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Sir B. F. Watts, proxy for Captain General. 

Sir Zina P. King. P. E. C. 

Sir Charlee H. Richmond, P. E. C. 

Sir William D. Harriman. P. E. C. 

Sir John B. Miner, P. £. C. 

Fbnton No. U— 

Sir Leonard E. Knapp, Eminent Commander. 
Sir Dayid A. McLaughlin, Generaliseimo. 
Sir Jay M. Furbish, Captain General. 
Sir E. M. Adams. P. £. C. 
Sir WilUam E. Smith. P. E. C. 

Genesee Valley No. 15— 

Sir Albert Myers. Eminent Commander. 
Sir Zachens Chase. Generalissimo. 
Sir Henry C. Van Deosen. Captain General. 
Sir Charles H. Wood, P. E. C. 

St. Bebnabd No. 16— 

Sir Fred S. Uoyt. P. E. C. and Bepreeentatiye of Commandery. 

Sir Joshua Tuthill. P. E. C. 

Sir Douglas Hoyt, P. E. C. 

Sir M. C. T. Plessner, P. E. C. 

Sir Edwin Saunders, P. £. C. 

Sir William Powell, P. E. C. 

Mabshall No. 17— 

Sir John Adams, P. E. C. and proxy for Eminent Commander. 

Sir Charles E. Gorham. proxy for Generalissimo. 

Sir Norris J. Frink. Captain General. 

Sir Charles F. Walter. P. E. C. 

Sir John T. Vemor, P. E. C. 

Sir John A. Gerow, P. E. C. 

Sir Seneca B. Smith, P. E. C. 

Sir John W. Fletcher, P. E. C. 

Columbia No. 18— 

Sir Joseph M. Alexander, Eminent Commander. 
Sir Henry S. Church, Generalissimo. 
Sir Henry L. Anthony, Captain General. 
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MONBOE No, 19— 

Sir Lewis Grant, Eminent Commander. 
Sir Alfred I. Sawyer, Generalissimo. 
Sir Joseph Clark, Captain General. 
Sir H. Shaw Noble, P. E. C. 
Sir Charles P. Toll, P. E. C. 
Sir Geo. R. Hard, P. E. C. 

COBUNNA No. 21— 

Sir Thomas Nelan, Eminent Commander. 
Sir Albert T. Nichols, Generalissimo. 
Sir Curtis J. Gale, Captain General. 

Muskegon No. 22— 

Sir Joseph Irelaiid, Eminent Commander. 
Sir Charles T. Hills, Generalissimo. 
Sir L. R. Marvin, Captain General. 
Sir George D. Smith, P. E. C. 

PlIX^BIH No. 29— 

Sir C. W. Nottingham, P. E. C. and Representative of Commandery. 

Sir Charlie Gay, P. E. C. 

Sir W. Irving Latimer, P. E. C. 

St. Johns No. 24— 

Sir Henry P. Adams, Eminent Commander. 
Sir Galusha Pennell, Generalissimo. 
Sir John D. Henderson, Captain General. 
Sir OUver L. Spanlding, P. E. C. 
Sir A. J. Wiggins, P. E. C, 

Lansing No. 25— 

Sir Leland H. Briggs, Eminent Commander. 
Sir Mayton J. Back, proxy for Generalissimo. 
Sir Benjamin F. Davis, Captain General. 
Sir WyUys C. Ransom, P. E. C. 

Bat City No. 26— 

Sir Oscar F. Hamet, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Charles Frost Gibson, P. E. C. and proxy for Generalissimo. 

Sir Hanf ord E. Meeker, Captain Ctoneral. 

Sir Henry A. Chamberlin, P. E. C. 
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Lezinoton No. 27— 

Sir Arthur M. Clark, £. C. and BepreaentatiTe of Gommandery. 
Sir George W. Smith, P. E. C. 
Sir John T. Faxon, P. E. C. 

HowBLL No. 28— 

Sir Henry N. Spencer, Eminent Commander. 
Sir William W. Kenyon, Generalissimo. 
Sir John W. Wright; Captain General. 

Thbke Bitebs No. 29— 

Sir L. D. Heee, Eminent Commander 
Sir George C. Brissette, Generaliesimo. 
Sir W. E. Clark, Captain General. 
Sir Albert C. French, P. E. C. 

Lake Sitfebiob No. SO- 

Sir Yamom B. Cochrane, Eminent Commander. 
Sir Samnel M. Billings, Generalissimo. 
Sir James N. Cox, C. G. 

ApoliiO No. 31— 

Sir William G. Hudson, Eminent Commander 
Sir F. P. Deawell, Generalissimo. 
Sir H. B. Smith, Captain General. 

Manistee No, 32— 

Sir Edward D. Wheeler, Eminent Commander. 
Sir Edward Bnckley, Generalissimo. 
Sir A. H. Wagner. Captain General and P. E. C. 
Sir Charles H. Hodskin, P. E. C. 

Battle Cbeek No. 33— 

Sir Charles F. Bock, Eminent Commander. 
Sir George W. Nichols, Generalisimo. 
Sir Daniel B. Griswold, Captain General. 
Sir William Andms, P. E. C. 

Alpena No. 34— 

Sir George L. Maltz, Eminent Commander. 
Sir Henry Bolton, (Generalissimo. 
Sir John H. Ansell, Captain GeneraL 
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Menohinke No. 



Sir Samael M . Stephenson, Eminent Commander. 
Sir David Barclay, proxy for Gtoneralifisimo. 
Sir John F. Hicks, proxy for Captain GteneraL 



DISTINGUISHED VISITOR. 



It. E. Grand Commander, Jessa E. Saxton, having been informed 
that Sir Knight Hugh McCurdy, P. G. C. of this Grand Commandery, 
and Grand Captain General of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States, acting as the Representative of tl\e Grand Master, was in waiting 
to visit officially the Grand Commandery, appointed a proper Commits 
tee to wait upon him and invite him to visit us. 

This Committee escorted him to the Asylum, where he was formally 
introduced by Sir Heman N. Moore, V. E. Deputy Grand Commander, 
and cordially welcomed by the R. E. Grand Commander, not only 
.as a warm friend and respected Knight of this Jurisdiction, but as 
the Representative of the Grand Encampment of the United States, to 
whom Michigan Knights Templar have ever been loyal, and to whose 
Representatives they always give a joyous welcome. 

Sir Knight McCurdy, in his best vein and usual happy manner, 
such as only " our Hugh " of Michigan possesses, responded to the wel- 
come as follows ; 

Right Eminent Sir: 

On this beaatifnl day in spring-time, when slnmbering nature wakes into life 
radient with the beanty of flowers and shrabs— when the leaves of the forest are 
qoivering in the sunlight as if they were dancing for joy, when the air is vocal with 
the melody of birds and the harmonious cadences of mnrmaring streams, yon have 
- laid aside the passions of impulsive hearts and the cares and the strifes of daily 
life, and have come up to this Olympia, not like the conflicting tribes of Greece, 
but in the spirit of charity and hospitality, peace and love. In the olden theocratic 
governments it was wisely taught that man's necessities required not alone fixed 
periods for rest, but also fixed times for reflection. Animated, then, by the spirit 
of love and fraternity, and forsaking, for a time, the cares of daily avocations, you 
have come up here in a spirit fragrant with the blossoms of love, and the flowers 
of obedience, to give such direction to united labors as will continue to strengthen 
the bonds and increase the usefnlneee of our Christian Order. Not in the spirit of 
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the old Egn>tian, do yoa oome ap to this Temple to bow down to the idols of Isis, nor 
yet like the hanghty Bonum whose lore it was to worship the soepter of the Cnsars; 
bnt you have come to legislate for the Common Brotherhood, to the end that addi- 
tional strength and vitality may be given to an institntion which has accomplished 
for man more tme glory than was ever reflected from Egyptian altar fires, or the 
halo that sparkled from the jewels of Cssar^s crown. Yon have boilt a gorgeous 
Temple whose f oondation, if well goarded, most endars until the last syllable of 
recorded time. Upon its golden altars let the nider and darker shades of homanity 
be mellowed into light, and aronnd the pillars which sustain the edifice let 
there be engraved in letters of living fire, this oar mission and this oar work— to 
refine society and coltivato man*s moral power— to strengthen oar faith in the 
great law of compensation, giving divinity to hope and eternity to time. Let the 
eablime principles of oar Order be acted oat and the world will be conqaered, and 
humanity proclaim in trumpet tones the excellency of its plans, the utility of its tri- 
umphs; and the time is not far distant when its fraternising principles will em- 
brace the world, as the glorioos rainbow, based on ocean, spans the sky. 

Your Knightly words of welcome with which you greet and welcome me to 
your Asylum and hearthstone, I receive, not for myself, but in the name of the 
Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the United States, whom 1 at this time 
have the honor to represent, and to whose noble qoalitiee, as a man, I receive this 
welcome as a fitting tribute due to his rank and station; and courteously recipro- 
cate yoar generous greeting on behalf of the Grand Master and the Grand Encamp- 
ment, of which this Grand Body is an honored member. 

And I can assure you that I appreciate the honor conferred upon me by the 
Grand Master in appointing me as his Bepresentative to visit this Grand Body, con- 
sisting, as it does, of thirty-five Subordinate Commanderies, with a membership of 
3,500 as chivalric Sir Knights of the Cross and Crown as ever did battle under the 
victorious banners of Peter the Hermit or drank wine at the sumptuous table of 
Charlemagne. Sir Knights of Michigan, let your bright record of the past be to 
you an abiding inspiration in the future to press onward and upward, remembering 
that it was only in upward flight that the pinions of the fabled bird gave to Eden 
the radiant hues of Paradise. 
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The R. E. Grand Commander then proceeded to deliver his annual 
address, as follows : 

Sir KnightB of the Grand Commandery of Michigan: 

In submitting a report of the past year, it affords me great pleasure 
to preface the same by saying, it has been a year of marl^ed prosperity 
to our Order in this Jurisdiction. 

With a few exceptions, a zealous interest has prevailed among the 
Subordinate Commanderies, which has resulted in large accessions to 
our ranks, a greatly increased attendance at the Conclaves, and a most 
surprising and gratifying improvement in the Ritualistic work and Tac- 
tics of the Asylum. Commendable care has been exercised, and the 
acquisitions are worthy soldiers of the Cross. 

In view of the fact that we have had no State Conclave, or general 
public demonstration, which always tends to stimulate the energies and 
increase the membership of our Commanderies, it is a most pleasing 
and satisfactory evidence of the solid and substantial growth of our 
Order. I regard as the most beneficial feature the great improvement 
in the work and discipline of the Asylum. This, I think, is largely at- 
tributable to the exchanging visits, and exemplifying the work, which 
has been largely indulged in by many of our Subordinates; and I no- 
tice that those who are most enthusiastic in that direction show greatest 
improvement. I trust the practice will be fostered and encouraged 
by the Grand Commandery, in view of the great benefits arising from 
it. In this connection there is but one thing to be feared, and that is, 
a rivalry as to the wealth of the entertainment offered the visiting Com- 
mandery. It should be fully understood that these exchanges are for 
the exemplification of the work, and not of the capacity for entertain- 
ment. 

There is nothing so pernicious and demoralizing as the careless 
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and loose maimer of conducting the affairs of tlie Asylum, as practiced 
in too many Commanderies. With some, the excuse is, lack of suf 
ficient membership, or attendance, and the necessary appliances to prop- 
erly exemplify the work. 

For. this the Grand Oommandery is directly responsible, in granting 
a Charter under such circumstances, or continuing the same, when a 
Commandery cannot fulfill the requirements. 

I have witnessed work which almost led me to ask myself if I 
was really in a Commandery of Knights Templar. The beautiful and 
impressive ceremonies were rendered in a manner to reduce it to the 
veriest farce, and the solemn and instructive lessons seemed like hollow 
mockery — ^the whole proceedings partaking more of the nature of the 
convivial club than that of a branch of a grand institution founded upon 
the Christian religion and the practice of the Christian virtues, and 
numbering, among its sixty thousand votaries, the very flower and chiv- 
alry of our land. 

Is it any wonder that the true Templar takes no interest in such 
meetings? I only marvel that they are able to secure attendance 
enough to legally perform the wretched excuse for Templar work. 

In a few instances I have noticed some striking additions to the 
Ritual, as adopted and promulgated by this Grand Body. Pathetic 
rhjrmes and Shakesperian extracts were used with a freedom and fervor 
that produced a startling effect. By whose, or what authority these in- 
novations were introduced, I know not, and I was too modest to in- 
quire. I would meekly suggest, that all additions, embellishments, and 
improvements to our Ritual be submitted to this Grand Body before 
being used. There is too much previousness in this matter. 

So far as our own Jurisdiction is concerned, I am now addressing 
those who are directly responsible for all infractions of tlie rules and 
regulations. Each Representative Ofllcer of our Subordinate Com- 
manderies, when he assumed the duties of his office, gave us his solemn 
and Knightly vow to faithfully discharge those duties. If you fulfill 
them, there can be no cause for complaint ; and if you do not, you are 
recreant to an important trust, and should be held responsible. Your 
Grand Commander obligates himself, in the most solemn manner, to 
carefully watch over the interests of the Order, and enforce strict com- 
pliance with its rules and regulations. If he fails in this, he is recreant 
to his trust, and unworthy of his honors. 
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Let me invoke upon each a careful consideration of these matters, 
and if any there be, who have any doubts as to their ability to satisfac- 
torily discharge the various duties of the office to which they maybe 
called, or if your business engagements are such that you cannot devote 
the necessary time, to all such I would say, do the Order a good turn, 
and " immortalize " yourselves by declining an office. 

We have several Commanderies which I have placed on probation. 
They are weak sisters, in every sense ; and, so far as I can see, the only 
warrant they have for a precarious existence is the imaginary line of 
Jurisdiction. Abolish that, and they would die an easy and natural 
death. I believe it would be a wise course to pursue, and one that 
would ultimately inure greatly to the benefit of the Order. 

I would invoke the personal attention of my successor to these 
Commanderies, as I have told them that unless they were able to im- 
prove their status, and make a better showing, it would be his plain 
duty to demand their Charters. 



I have visited twenty-four Commanderies the past year, and should 
have included the entire list, had not my health been so impaired the 
past three months. 

June 22, in company with our Grand Recorder, I visited John 
Clark Commandeiy, No. 20, stationed at St. Clair. After fully can- 
vassing the situation, in view of the depletion of their membership and 
limited territory, it was unanimously decided to surrender their Char- 
ter. I received the same, and placed it in the hands of the Grand Re- 
corder, and empowered the Eminent Commander, Generalissimo, Cap- 
tain General and Recorder, to close up the affairs of the Commandery, 
and report to the Grand Recorder within six months. 

May 17, 1 suspended Sir Knight Seth L. Carpenter, Eminent Com- 
mander of Alpena Commandery, U. D., from his office, for unknightly 
conduct, and instructed Sir Henry Bolton, Generalissimo, to convene 
the Commandery for the purpose of electing a full corps of officers, 
preparatory to installation. 

Monday, July 2d, assisted by Sir Knights Grummond, George, 
Adams, Naylor, Jackson, Dickinson, Kiesling, Case and McGregor, 
members of Detroit Commandery, No. 1, I instituted Alpena Com- 
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mandery, No. 34, Knights Templar, consecrated their Asylum, and in- 
stalled the following officers : 

Eminent Commander — Geo. L. Maltz. 

Generalissimo — Henry Bolton. 

Captain General — II. J. Ansell. 

Relate— L. W. Knight 

Senior Warden— J. N. Kelly. 

Junior Warden— Douglass Scott. 

Treasurer — D. McRea. 

Recorder— M. N. Bedford. 

Standard Bearer — J. T. Bostwick. 

Sword Bearer-^. J. Fitzgerald. 

Warder— J. H. Kerr. 

Sentinel — Denton Selack. 

In the evening the new Commandery was opened in full form, and 
five petitions for the Orders of Kjiighthood were received and, under 
special dispensation, favorably balloted upon. I conferred the Order of 
Red Cross upon three, and the Temple and Malta upon one, after which 
the Commandery was closed in form. 

On tlie following morning, upon invitation of Sir Knight Gilchrist, 
the Sir Knights, with their ladies and guests, embarked upon his steam 
yacht for a picnic excursion to Thunder Bay Island. It was a most en- 
joyable occasion, and one that will long be remembered by the partici- 
pants as one of the pleasant episodes of life. 

In the evening the Commandery gave a grand public reception at 
the Opera House, to their guests, and the citizens of Ali^ena. The 
Opera House was elegantly and appropriately decorated for the oc- 
casion, and the entire entertainment, under the able supervision of 
Eminent Sir Knight Maltz, was one of the most artistic and success- 
ful it was ever our good fortune to attend. 

The fact was fully and satisfactorily demonstrated that, though 
Alpena is, in a measure, isolated from the rest of the world, the inhab. 
itants thereof do not lack for the good things of this life ; and they have 
full knowledge of how to use and enjoy them. As for making a noise, 
they have unrivalled facilities, having more steam whistles to the square 
foot than any other town in the State. 
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On the morning of July 4th, we were escorted to the steamer and 
embarked for home, under command of Commodore Grummond ; and 
as our steamer swung out into the stream, every one of those whistles 
was opened to its full extent, in conjunction with the cheers of the Sir 
Knights wishing us " Bon Voyage^^ creating a din that would have in- 
spired the hearts and astonished the senses of the Knights of old, and 
caused the bloody Saracans to hide their heads in holy terror. If 
Alpena Commandery does not prove successful, it will not be the fault 
of the Charter members. 

Tuesday, October 9th, I visited Me^ominee Commandery, No. 35, 
consecrated their Asylum and installed the officers. The ceremonies 
were public, and the capacity of the Asylum was fully taxed to find 
room for the attendance. The following officers were installed : 

Eminent Commander — S. M. Stephenson. 
Generalissimo — J. A. Grozier. 
Captain General— J. T. Phillips. 
Prelate — D. Barclay. 
Senior Warden— G. A. Woodford. 
Junior Warden— R. J. Sawyer. 
Treasurer — C. H. Jones. 
Recorder — J. Flesheim. 
Standard Bearer — M. Horrocks. 
Sword Bearer— J. W. Wells. 
Warder— H. O. Pifield. 

Under a dispensation granted, twenty-one petitions for the Orders 
of Knighthood were received and balloted upon, twenty of which were 
elected, and I conferred the Order of Red Cross upon five, and the 
Temple and Malta upon two. The success of Menominee Commandery 
is fully assured from the outset. Having wisely chosen Sir S. M. Steph- 
enson for their leader, he took hold of the matter with his characteristic, 
matter-of-fact and level-headed business enterprise, and as the result, 
they have one of the finest Asylums in the State : complete in all its 
appointments, and without one dollar indebtedness. Their fees for the 
Orders are forty dollars, and their yearly dues five dollars. 

When I visited Lake Superior Commandery No. 30, January 29th, 
E. Sir Stephenson met me at the Depot at Menominee with an escort of 
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forty 8ir Knights in uniform, accompanied by about tlie same number 
of ladies, with special car, and escorted me to Marquette in royal state. 
The Recorder informed me, that though they had been instituted less 
than four months, they had conferred the Orders on all candidates 
elected, and had not conferred the Order of Red Cross on more than 
five at one meeting, or the Order of the Temple on more than one at 
each Conclave, and that at every meeting the Commandery had been 
opened in full. This is a record of which they may well be proud, 
and I would be glad to have all our Subordinates emulate it. With 
Menominee No. 35 in the field, you must all look to your laurels. 

DIBPEN8ATION8. 

I have received thirteen applications for dispensations to ballot 
upon petitions within the required time, seven of which were granted 
and six denied, the reasons set forth not being deemed sufficient. 

I have received thirteen applications for permission to parade in 
public, ten of which were granted, and three denied as not appropriate 
occasions. 

DBCISIONB. 

I have had upwards of one hundred and fifty questions on Templar 
Jurisdiction submitted to me, every one of which were answered by 
reference to the Code of Statutes. 

This betokens commendable interest and woful ignorance, or care- 
lessness ; and I would suggest that you either raise the salary of the 
Grand Commander, or provide every candidate for honors of Eminent 
Commander with a copy of the Constitution and Code of Statutes, and 
insist that he becomes conversant with them before being installed. 

THE TRIENNIAL CONCLAVE. 

The all-absorbing event of the past year in Templar Masonry was 
the Twenty-Second Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States, held in the city of San Francisco. R. E. Sir George 
W. Chandler, P. G. C, Chairman of your Committee, discharged his 
arduous duties with fidelity and zeal, and the entire arrangements for 
the excursionists from this Jurisdiction were all that could be desired. 

There, were, including delegations from Toledo, Cleveland, and 
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New York, about one hundred Sir Knights and fifty ladies in the party. 
Arrangements were made for a special train the entire distance, with all 
the necessary provisions for sight-seeing, hotels, carriages, etc., etc., so 
as to enable the party to make the most of the limited time ; all of 
which were carried out without serious hindrance, and nothing was left 
undone that would contribute to the pleasure and comfort of the ex- 
cursionists. 

In the reception and entertainment of their visitors, the California 
Sir Knights more than redeemed all promises made. Time and space 
forbid entering into details, and I will simply say, that their plan of 
entertainment was magnificent in conception, complete and perfect in 
all details, and princely in the execution. 

I established the headquarters of the Grand Commandery of Michi- 
gan at the Baldwin Hotel, and extended the courtesies and dispensed 
the hospitalities as best we could under the circumstances. In this I 
was ably seconded by all the Sir Knights of our party. The labors in 
this line were arduous and continuous, and the Sir Knights are entitled 
to our warmest thanks. 

By request of the Grand Commander of California, I organized 
the Michigan Battallion, to the number of seventy-five swords, as escort 
to the Grand Commandery of Michigan, and joined in the grand 
parade as escort to the Grand Master and members of the Grand En- 
campment, and they made a very creditable and satisfactory appear- 
ance. The following is the muster of the Grand Commandery of Michi- 
gan at San Francisco : 

Grand Commander — J. E. Saxton. 

Deputy Grand Commander — George E. Pantlind. 

Grand Generalissimo — John P. Piske. 

Grand Captain General — W. S. Lawrence. 

Grand Prelate — Leander Burdicke. 

Grand Senior Warden— W. W. Olin. 

Grand Junior Warden — S. B. Dixon. 

Grand Treasurer — T. H. Armstrong. 

Grand Recorder— F. W. Noble. 

Grand Standard Bearer — R. H. Warriner. 

Grand Sword Bearer — Temple Emery. 

Grand Warder — ^George S. Adams. 

Grand Sentinel — A. McGregor. 
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The session of the Grand Encampment was cJiietly remarkable for 
the full representation, the easy grace with which they absorbed the 
boundless hospitalities offered, and the entire absence of all practical 
legislation. 

The Constitution provides that notice of Amendments shall be in- 
serted in the summons to the Conclave. By tlie neglect of the proper 
officers, such notices were not inserted and thus all legislation was de- 
ferred for three years, which possibly may prove a blessing in disguise. 
A few minor changes in the Ritual were adopted, which will be pro- 
mulgated by the Grand Recorder at tliis Conclave. A new Ritual of 
the Order of Malta was also adopted, comprising both a long and short 
form, but so far as I know, it has not, as yet, been promulgated to the 
Grand Commanderies. 

AimUAL CONCLAVE. 



On the 7th of February I convened the Grand Council at Grand 
Rapids, to consider the question of holding a State Encampment this 
year. After a full discussion of the matter, we were unanimous in tlie 
following conclusion: 

1. We believe a State Encampment would result in lasting benefit 
to the Order, and if held at the proper season of the year, nearly all of 
the Subordinates would participate. 

2. We think that while there are some advantages to be gained by 
holding the same in connection with the Annual Conclave of the Grand 
Commandery, they are more than offset by the disadvantages. At least 
two days should be devoted to field work, under the direction of the 
Grand Captain General, and this would materially interfere with the 
work in the Grand Commandery. This, in connection with the uncer- 
tainty of the weather, and the impossibility of securing suitable grounds 
for field work so early in the season, render it advisable to select a 
later date ; and we would recommend about the first of September as 
an appropriate season. 

In accordance with the foregoing, I issued the following circular : 



Office of 

Gband Commandeb Knights TbmpiiAB of Miohigam. 

Dktboit, Febraary 



[IGAM. > 

12, 1884.) 



EMiNEirr Sib Knight— At the last Grand Conclave the following report ynuB 
submitted by the Special Committee on Annnal Parades: 
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Yonr Committee, to whom was referred that portioii of the B. £. Grand 
Commander's Address referring to the sabject of Annual Encampments, after hav- 
ing the same under consideration, wonld most respeotfolly report that, while they 
are decidedly in favor of the continuance of Annnal State Encampments, and be- 
lieve they are prodactive of great good to all that participate therein, they wonld 
recommend that the whole matter be vested in the Council of the Grand Com- 
mandery, to decide upon the propriety and feasibility of holding one the ensuing 
year, as contingencies may arise that would render it unwise to hold the same." 

In accordance with the spirit of the above resolution, and at a meeting of the 
Council of the Grand Commandery, it was on the 7th inst., determined that the in- 
terests of Templar Masonry would be promoted by having an Annnal State En- 
campment this year, and same was determined upon, to be held in the city of De- 
troit, somewhere near or in the month of September^ 

The Grand Commander will, in his Annnal Address, make reconEimendations 
accordingly, and this early notice is given so that Subordinates may have ample 
time for preparation. 

Yours in Knightly courtesy, 

JESSA E. SAXTON. 
Attest: Grand Commander. 

Wm. F. Innes, 

Grand Recorder. 

UNIFORM. 

No action was taken upon this question at the Conclave of the 
Grand Encampment, the members thereof being, no doubt, awed into 
silence by the truly wonderful attire of our California fraters, which 
was " Oriental in its magnificence and bewildering in its variety." 

In accordance with the resolution adopted at our last Annual Con- 
clave, I issued the following General Order : 

GENEBAL OBDEB NO. 8. 

Headquabtebb Grand Commamdeby 

Knights Templab of Miohioan. 
Detboit, November 19, 1883. 

In accordance with the instructions, I hereby promulgate the regulation as to 

uniform as adopted by the Grand Commandery at the last Annnal Conclave held at 

Detroit, May, 1883. 

Each Eminent Commander will see that the necessary changes in the adorn- 
ments and trimmings on the uniforms now in use in his Commandery, to conform 
as nearly as possible with the regulation, be made at once. 
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A Committee ahould be formed in each Commandery to eaperrise the pnrcbaso 
of en mufdrme and poiHons thereof, and take epedal care that they are np to the 
■iTM^^r i * in y w l ti* and Qoalitiy. 

Farticiilar care ehonld be taken in all the details, especially in the color of 
the belt and ganntlets, siae and make of the croeees and shoulder straps, eto. 

This will be made the sabject of special inspection, and report to the Grand 
Commandery at the next Annnal Conclave. 

As soon as a Commandery is fully nniformed in accordance, the Eminent 
Commander thereof will report the same to Grand Captain General Bir Eugene 
Bobinson, Detroit, Mich. 

The neoessitY for this action is f nlly understood, and I have every confidence 
it will meet with ready and cheerful compliance without further notice. 
With the kindest fratomal regards and well wishes, 

I remain courteously youn, 

JE88A £. »AXTON. 
Attest: Chrand Commander. 

Wk. p. Inhks, 

Grand Recorder. 

COATS. 

For all Bir Knights, a single-breasted black broadcloth frock coat, nine but- 
tons in front and two on back seams at height of waist; the skirt will extend to 
within 1 inch of the knee; the buttons shall be black prunella, half round; caffs of 
coat 3>/4 inches deep, parallel with lower edge of sleeve; three buttons on lower 
seam one inch apart, buttons same as above, but one-half size. Btanding collar IH 
inch in height, or to rise suificiently to allow the chin to turn easily — the opening 
of collar in front tohe% inch at upper edge. Grand and Past Grand Commanders 
and ail Eminent Commanders, or Past Eminent Commanders, may wear coat same 
as above, except made double-breasted. 

CHATEAU. 

Regulation beaver to be trimmed with Passion Cross. Cross on left side in 
black satin rosette, with two black and one white Ostrich plumes. The white not 
to extend more than 2 inches from back of cbapeau; frame of chapean to be of felt, 
the front and rear peaks to extend i% inches from head; the side of chapean to be 
beveled, being 1 inch smaller at top than at head. Grand Officers and Past Grand 
Officers the same, with gilt Maltese Cross, and trimmed with gilt lace across peaks, 
1% inches in width, and gold fringe on upper side of front peak. Eminent Com- 
manders and Past Eminent Commanders, same as Grand Officers, except Passion 
Cross. Cross with rays, to be 3 inches by 2. 
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Black broadcloth; oiown 8 inchee hic^, to be trimmed with navy black silk 
band, 1% inchee wide; two white metal bnttons to fasten strap; Yiso of black pat- 
ent leather dH inches wide and 13£ inches deep — corners to be rounded, frame 
to be leather and hair cloth; lining, leather; on front of crown, Passion Cross, 
same as on chapeao, except 2 by 1% inches. Grand Officers and Past Grand Officers, 
same as above, except gold Maltese Cross and gold lace band in place of black silk. 
Eminent Commanders and Past Eminent Commanders, same as above, bat gold 
Passion Cross and gold lace band. 



White army cloth, trimmed with black silk velvet; the velvet to be 1 inch wide 
on each side of the white cloth, the whole to be 4 inches wide and lined with green 
silk; gold navy lace % inch wide to border the black on inner side over seam at 
point of intersection with white cloth. Begulation Star on breast. Baldric to be 
joined 1 inch above hip and to extend 18 inchee below upper point of joining. 



Vermilion red Morocco, cloth lined, to be stitched in double rows; width 1% 
inchee; fasten around body with metal clasp; face of buckle oval shape. Com- 
manderies may have name and number on face of buckle; two short chains to sup- 
port sword, and a third chain to extend from left button on back of coat to lower 
ring of scabbard. Grand Officers, Past Grand Officers, Eminent Commanders and 
Past Eminent Commanders, same as above, except of gold lace with three stripes 
of red. 



White ivory handle with small link chain from hilt to guard; handle to be or- 
namented with Passion Cross and monogram; blade to be of beet steel, name 
etched on same, and ornamented in fine gilt; scabbard to be of steel, silver plated, 
and ornamented with three white metal mountings, and name on same; length of 
sword to be determined from the position of parade rest. Grand Officers, Past 
Grand Officers and Eminent Commanders and Past Eminent Commanders, same as 
above, but gold plated. 



To be buff color; length on upper edge 7 inches, lower edge 5 inches, and se- 
cured by three white metal buttons, and ornamented with silver Passion Cross and 
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rays embroidered on eame. Grand Officers and Past Grand Officers same, 
except gold trimmings and gold lAalteee Cross. Eminent Commanders and Past 
Eminent Commanders same, except gold Passion Cross. 

OLOYBS. 

Buff color, lisle thread. 

SHIRT COLLAR. 

White linen, standing, to show above coat collar. 

PANTALOONS. 

Black broadcloth, or doe skin. 

FULL DRESS UNIFORM. 

To consist of coat and pantaloons as prescribed; baldric, belt, sword, cuffs, 
gloves, chapeau. 

FATIGUE DRESS. 

Same as full dress, except cap in place of chapeau, and without baldric and 
cuffB. 

SHOULDER STRAPS. 

Shoulder straps should only be worn by the Eminent Commander, Generalis- 
simo, Captain General and Past Eminent Commanders. 

I understand a few of the Subordinates have expressed a reluc- 
tance to comply with this regulation. I trust it will be fully enforced 
to the end that all Commanderies in this Jurisdiction may be improved 
alike. 

Should any action ever be taken upon this question in the Grand ^ 
Encampment, I venture the opinion that the whole matter will be 
relegated to the Grand Commanderies to adopt such regulations as they 
choose. 

OBITUARY. 

It saddens me, beyond expression, to chronicle the death of Sir 
Knight Rev. George W. Wilson, our Past Grand Prelate, who died in 
Rome, Georgia, whither he had gone, in the discharge of his profes- 
sional duties. He was a devoted, consistent and true Templar, and a 
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living example of his own teachings. We shall sadly miss the charm 
of his silvery eloquence, and the magnetism of his welcome presence. 
I will leave it to more eloquent pens than mine to place upon our 
records a fitting tribute to his worth. 

May 16th, Sir F. B. Cutler, P. E. C, of St. Johns Commandery No. 
24, died at his home in St Johns, after a long illness, mourned by a 
loving wife and a host of fraters and friends. 

There have been several other deaths, of which I have not the data, 
and trill ask the Committee to gather and properly place them on the • 
records. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

I have long hoped that the Masonic Fraternity of Michigan might 
emulate the example of our sister State, Kentucky, and concentrate 
their charities, and build a home for destitute brothers, and widows of 
such, and for nurture of their orphans. It is a grand and noble monu- 
ment of the beneficence of the Fraternity. By concerted action, the 
undertaking might be accomplished, and it seems to me that the initia- 
tory action could very properly emanate from this Order, where the 
teachings and example of the blessed Savior are so strongly inculcated, 
and whose cardinal principles are the protection and care of the desti- 
tute and oppressed. 

I have had this matter brought home to me in all its force, in the 
case of Sir Knight Wilson, who left a wife and large family of small 
children, comparatively destitute, and all I could offer them as Grand 
Commander was a few words of consolation, which is a very '*thin 
diet " to raise a family upon. I hope you will at least take this matter 
under advisement, and trust something substantial will arise from it. 

CliOSrNG. 

And now. Sir Knights, I return to you the high trust you committed 
to my keeping untarnished, I trust, by act or deed of mine. I have ex- 
ercised my best judgment and labored earnestly for what I believed to 
be the best interests of our beloved Order. In my inspection of the 
Subordinates, in some cases it has been thought I was unduly severe in 
my strictures and criticisms; but it was on the principle that a very 
sick patient requires strong medicines, and I assure you it inflicted as 
much pain upon me to administer it as they to receive it. I trust that 
time has demonstrated the wisdom of the course, and healed any bitter- 
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ness of feeling that may have been generated, to the end that I may 
bear to my far off western home the kindly reoollectiona and fraternal 
good will of every member of the Order In this Jurisdiction. 

To the officers and Past Officers of the Grand Commandery I de- 
sire to express my grateful recognition of their cordial and united sup- 
port in my labors, and to our Grand Recorder my heartfelt thanks are 
especially due. He has ever responded to my slightest wish, and ably 
seconded every effort. 

The unvarying courtesy and kind attention that I have received at 
the hands of all with whom I have come in contact, will ever remain 
the brightest memories of my life ; and if I am permitted to return in 
a few years, as I hope to, with renewed health and vigor, I trust I may 
find a warm spot, at tlie old hearthstone, left vacant for me, and be 
allotted a place in your ranks. 

Wishing you each and all every success and prosperity in this life, 
and a happy haven of rest in the life to come, under the command of 
our Supreme Grand Commander, the Redeemer of the world, I place 
the business of our Twenty-Eighth Annual Conclave in your hands, and 
await your pleasure. 



On motion of Sir Knight Luman R. Atwater, P. G. C, the address 
of the R. E. Grand Commander was referred to a Special Committee 
for division and reference. 

The R. E. Grand Commander was pleased to appoint as such Com- 
mittee: 

Sir Knight Luman R. Atwater, P. G. C. 
Sir Knight Garra B. Noble, P. G. C. 
Sir Knight Edward D. Benedict, P. G. C. 



The R. E. Grand Commander then announced the following Sir 
Knights members of the several Standing Committees : 



J. E. SAXTON, 

Grand Commander. 



DIYIBION AND RBFEBBKCB. 



STANDING COMMITTBB8. 
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JURISPBUDKNOK— 

Sir Hugh HcCordy, P. G. G. 
Sir Hollis Knapp, P. G. G. 
Sir Wm. B. Wilson, P. G. C. 

APPEAIi&— 

Sir Gir George W. Chandler, P. G. C. 
Sir Fred H. Wells, P. E. G. 
Sir Edward D. Wheeler, £. G. 

I'INANOE— 

Sir Samuel G. Bandall, P. G. G. 

Sir Gharlee F. Bock, E. C. 

Sir George L. Maltz, E. G. 
Ghabtebs and Dispensations— 

Sir Gharles T. Hills, P. Dep. G. G. 

Sir John P. Piske, P. E. G. 

Sir Arthur M. Glark, E. G. 
Betubns of Subordinates— 

Sir Wm. E. Jewett, E. G. 

Sir Fred E. Hoyt, P. E. G. 

Sir Edward G. Smith, E. G. 
Unfinished Business— 

Sir Oliver L. Spaulding, P. G. G. 

Sir Abraham T. Metcalf , P. E. G. 

Sir George E. Pantlind, E. G. 

FOBEIGN GOBBESPONDENOE— 

Sir William P. Innee, P. G. G. 
Sir Garra B. Noble, P. G. G. 
Sir Benjamin Porter, P. G. G. 
Templab Dead— 

Sir Rev. Francis A. Blades, Grand Prelate. 
Sir Luman B. Atwater, P. G. G. 
Sir Gharles F. Gibson, P. E. G. 



The Grand Treasurer and Grand Recorder presented their financial 
reports for the Templar year just closed, and asked their reference to 
standing Committee on Finance. 

So referred. 



FINANCE REPORT. 
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CHABTBRS AlO) DIBPBN8ATI0NS. 



The Grand Recorder presented certain papers, referring to the 
subject of Charters and Dispensations, and same was, on motion, re- 
ferred to the standing Committee on that subject. 



Sir William P. Innes, P. G. C, Chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence, submitted the usual report, which, on motion, 
was accepted and ordered printed with the proceedings. 

(See Appendix.) 



Sir Luman R. Atwater, P. G. C, Chairman of the Committee to 
whom was referred the address of the R. E. Grand Commander, for 
Division and Reference, submitted report, which, on motion, was ac- 
cepted and adopted : 

To the B, E. Grand Commander ^ QfflcerB and Members of the Grand Commandery 
K. T, of Michigan: 

Yonr Committee, to whom was referred the addresa of (he Grand Commander 
for Division and Reference, beg leave to respectfolly report as follows: 

That so much as relates to the additions, embellisbments, and improvements to 
oar Bitoal be referred to this Grand Body. 

That so mach as relates to a Btate Encampment, be referred to the Grand 
Cooncil of this Grand Body. 

That so much as relates to nnif orms, be referred to a Special Committee of 
Three. 

That so mach as relates to the fraternal dead be referred to the standing Com- 
mittee on Templar Dead. 

That so mach as relates to a Masonic Home, be referred to a special Commit- 
tee of Three. 

That so mach as relates to dedBions, be referred to the Committee on Jaris- 
pradence. 

That so mach as relates to the entertainment by sister Commanderies daring 
visitations, be referred to a special Committee of Three. 



FOBEION C0RRB8P0NDBKCB. 



BBPOBT ON DIYIBION AND RBFBBBNCB. 



Conrteoasly sabmitted, 



L. R. ATWATER. P. G. C, 
GABRA B. NOBLE, P. G. C, 
ED. D. BENEDICT, P. G. C, 



Committee, 
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ADJOUBKBD. 



On motion, the Grand Oommandery adjourned until 7 :30 o'clock 
this (Tuesday) evening. 



The Grand Oommandery *wbs called to order by the Right Eminent 
Grand Oommander, pursuant to adjournment. 

Officers and Representatives in their respective stations. 
Prayer by the Grand Prelate. 



The Grand Recorder presented the following report, which, on 
motion, was accepted, adopted and ordered printed with the proceed- 
ings: 

To the R, E, Grand Commander^ Qfflcera and Members of the Grand Oommandery ^ * 
K, T. of Michigan: 

Your Grand Recorder meets you on the threshhold of this, your 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Oonclave, and respectfully presents his usual re- 
port for the Templar year just closed. 

The annual returns of the Subordinate Oommanderies have been 
received, and I am happy to say they are generally correctly made out, 
and exhibit a very fair state of prosperity of the Order throughout the 
Jurisdiction. 

The books and papers of John Clark Oommandery, No. 20, which 
surrendered its Charter to the Grand Commander in the early part of 
the Templar year, have been duly received by me, and filed away for 
safe keeping, subject to the order of the Grand Oommandery. 

The proceedings of the last Grand Oonclave were, without unneces- 
sary delay, printed and distributed by forwarding the usual number to 
each Subordinate Oommandery, sister Grand Oommanderies, and such 
Grand and Past Grand Officers as are entitled to them. 




FIRST DAY. 



Tuesday, 7:30 P. M. 



GBA17D RBCOBDEB*B BEPOBT. 
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In your Grand Recorder's last report, he called your attention to a re- 
print of the early proceedings of the Grand Ck>mmandery. The subject 
matter was referred to a special Committee for a report at this Conclave. 
That report the Committee are ready to present, and your Recorder 
begs to say it meets his approval : that the matter be delayed at least 
another year. 

The dues to Grand Encampment were forwarded in the proper 
time and due acknowledgment made thereof. 

At the last Conclave, Charters were granted for Subordinate Com- 
manderies at Alpena and Menominee. The Charters were properly 
filled out, signed, and forwarded to the officers entitled to them. 

By the returns made to this Body, the wisdom of the Grand Com- 
mandery in granting these Charters would appear to have been justified. 

The routine duties of this office have had due attention, and I hope 
have met the approval of the members of the Grand Commandery, as 
well as the officers of the Subordinates; to one and all of whom I re- 
turn thanks for favors shown me during the Templar year. 

To Sir Enight Saxton I particularly return my official and personal 
thanks for the courteous and Knightly spirit manifested to me during 
his official term as Grand Commander. Deeply do I regret that ere 
long we shall part with one who has done so much for Templar Masonry 
in this Jurisdiction. Would that he had not been called from our midst, 
at least, until he had fully carried out the plans laid down by him 
for the future prosperity and dignity of the Order. But we can say 
with truthfulness, indeed, " Happy to meet, sorry to part, happy to 
meet again." 

Courteously submitted, 

WM. P. INNES, 

Orand Recorder. 

OOKMTTNICATION. 

The following communication was presented and read, and on mo- 
tion of Sir Wm. P. Innes, P. G. C, same was accepted, and Sir Knight 
Miner elected a member of this Grand Commandery, with his rank of 
Past Eminent Commander : 

To the B. E, Orand Commander, Qfflcera and Members of the Orand Commandery 
K. T. of Michigan: 

The petitioner reepectfnlly represents that he was a Past Eminent Commander 
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of Erie Commandery No. 23, nnder the Jnrisdiction of the Grand Gommandery of 
Ohio; that he is now a member of Ann Arbor Gonmiandery No. 13. He desiree to be 
made a member of this Grand Gommandery. 

JOHN B. MINEB. 

Becommended by 
WiLiiiAM G. Doty, 

E, C, Ann Arbor No. 13. 

BEFRINT. 

Special report of the Committee on reprint of early proceedings : 

Yoor Special Gommittee appointed by the B. E. Grand Gommander at the last 
Grand Gonclave upon that part of the Grand Becorder*8 Beport haying reference 
to a reprint of the early proceedings, would reepectf ally report that they have duly 
considered the subject matter, and while folly in accord with the Grand Becorder 
as to the importance of this work and the great need of it thronghont the Jurisdic- 
tion, have thought best, in view of the present state of our finances, that the sub- 
ject matter be laid over for the present. 

Acknowledging, as we do, the importance of the reprint, we are admonished 
that it is not prudent at this time to incur the necessary expense. 

We, therefore, ask that your Committee be continued until the next Grand 
Gonclave, at which time they hope to be able to present a full report on the subject. 

Gonrteonsly submitted, 

WM. P. 1NNE8. 
LUMAN B. ATWATEB, 
JOHN L. MITGHELL, 

Committee, 

On motion, report of Committee accepted and adopted. 

TEMPLAR DEAD. 

Sir Rev. Francis A. Blades, Chairman of the Special Committee to 
whom that part of the R. E. Grand Commander's address, having refer- 
ence to Templar dead, was referred, submitted the following report, 
which, on motion, was accepted, and on further motion, unanimously 
adopted by a rising vote : 

To the B, E. Grand Commander^ Officers and Members of the Grand Commandery 
K. T. of Michigan : 

Your Gommittee to whom was referred so much of the B. E. Grand Gommand- 
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er's addiees as ref en to deceased membera, have had the same under oonsideration 
and herewith sabmit their report. 

Considering the large nnmber of members of this Grand Commandery, we 
can but say that death has dealt gently with ns. Nevertheless the Great Reaper has 
not been idle, but patting in his sickle, he has gathered home rich sheaves in two of 
the members of this body that leaves as with sorrowing hearts and makes as feel 
how uncertain is the tenare by which we hold oar dearest friends. 

From the address of the B. E. Grand Commander we learn that Sir Knights 
F. Byron CnUer, Past Eminent Commander of St Johns Commandery, No. 24, and 
Past Grand Prelate Sir George W. WUson, of St. Bernard Commandery, No. 16, 
have been called daring the year to lay down their working tools on the Earthly 
Temple and pass to that boom from whence no traveler returns. 

These loved f raters are absent at oar roll-call to-day, but from the manner of 
their lives— their earnest devotion to the principles of oar Order, and their faith 
in the Crucified, who sitteth at the right hand of the Heavenly Father, the mediator 
of all who have faith in Him —we dare to hope that they have answered to a roll- 
call and gained an assembly that shall never be invaded by death. 

It is, indeed, painful to record the death and mourn the absence of such men 
from our midst 

Their loss is a common loss to their families, their friends, and their fraters. 

It is the natural impulse of the human heart to strew the graves of deceased 
friends with fragrant flowers, and cover them with aooasias green, as though by so 
doing we might keep alive their memories in fragrance and eternal verdure. 

So the Nation, in this early spring time, scatters fragrant flowers on the graves 
of its hero dead, while it weaves the memories of their lives in chaplets dear, and 
hang them, not only upon their tombs, but embalm in the heart's holiest memories. 
So, too, we will strew flowers and weave chaplets of precious memories over our 
deceased fraters, and call to mind their forms, their presence, their kindly words 
and heroic deeds, and of them say these shall never die. 

Sir F. Byron Cutler was bom in Hartland, Niagara Co., N. Y., October 16th. 1884* 
He was made a Mason in Fidelity Lodge No. 82, August 18th, 1857, and received the 
honors of Knighthood in St. Johns Commandery No. 24. Nov. IStb, 1870, and died 
May 16th, 1883, at St. Johns, Michigan. 

He served St Johns Commandery, No. 24, for several years as Junior Warden, 
and was elected and served as Eminent Conmiander the same Commandery for the 
years 1881 and 1882. He was honored by his fellow citizens as Mayor of his village 
home, St. Johns, and by a larger constituency of his fellow-oitizens was elected 
County Clerk of Clinton County. He served his country in the dark days of her 
trial, as Second Lieutenant in Second Michigan Cavalry, and at the time of his 
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death was one of the Vestry of St. Johns Protestant Episcopal Ghnrch and In- 



In all of these positions he brought a clear judgment, a keen knowledge of 
men, and so discharged the datiee of all these places as to command the respect of 
those he served, and have for his reward the verdict of his Commandery and fellow- 
citizens: Well done, good and faithful servant." His illness was painful, and 
for six long weeks he struggled with the grim monster, death. These weeks of 
suffering were cheered by the presence of two members of the Bir Knights of St. 
Johns Commandery, who, day and night, ministered to his wants, and finally 
closed his eyes in death. He was buried by St. Johns Commandery. 

Sir G^rge W. Wilson was made a Mason while in the army, April 19th, 1862. 
Joined Evergreen Lodge, No. 9, St. Clair, in 1866. Was made a Royal Arch Mason 
in St. Clair Chapter. No. 12, February 12th, 1867. Was Knighted in John Clark 
Commandery, No. 20, March 26th, 1870. 

Sir Wilson was a minister of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and at the time 
of his death was Rector of St. Peter's Church at Rome, Georgia. 

Sir Wilson was no ordinary man. He was a man of most generous impulses, 
and full of those kindly sympathies that made all human suffering his own. 

At the call of his country, in the late civil war, he received the commission as 
Captain of G Company, 5th Regiment Michigan Infantry, and acquitted himself 
with credit. 

Returning from the war he entered the ministry of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, and so far from retaining any feelings of bitterness, he went South to 
serve as a minister of the Gospel, and gave iiis life to serve the people he fought in 
the war. 

When the yellow fever was devastating the fair cities of the South in 1879 and 
1880, his heart was so set upon going to Memphis to offer himself as a nurse to that 
stricken people that it was all that kind friends could do to dissuade him from 
going and risking his life to save others where there was a greater probability of 
losing his own life than saving theirs. 

Sir Wilson was no finger-board by the path of life, simply pointing the way to 
the higher and brighter world. Nay, rather he himself strode bravely out amid the 
beating storms of earth, and said to family, parish and fraters dear, " follow me as 
I follow Christ." Clinging to the Cross in life and death his motto was, "In hoc 
Bigno vinces" In this sign he conquered, and leaves a rich legacy to iiis family, 
church and fraters of an honored life and glorious death. 

A good man and true, his work well done, his end was peace— 
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" Exalt doBt and ashes. 
The Lord shall be thy part; 
His only, his forever, 
ThoQ Shalt be and thoa art." 

We also recommend that a page in memoriam be set apart in the proceedings 
of this Grand Commandery for the honored f raters referred to in this report, and 
also to the Templar dead of the Jurisdiction whose obitoary shall be famished by 
their Commanderies. 

Coartooosly submitted, 

FllANClS A. BliADES, 
LUMAN R. ATWATER, 
CHARLES F. GIBBON, 

Committee. 

JURI8PRUDKMCE. 

Sir Hugh McCurdy, P. G. C, Chairman of the Standing Committee, 
submitted the following report, which, on motion, wa3 accepted and 
adopted : 

To the B, E, Orafid Commander, Officers and Members of the Grand Commandery^ 
K. T, of Michigan: 

Your Committee on Jurispradenoe, to whom was referred the suggestion of 
the Grand Commander, in regard to abolishing the Jurisdictional lines now exist- 
ing between Subordinate Commanderies, and permitting applicants for the Orders 
to petition any Commandery for the same which he may select, respectfully report: 

The Biasonic Law of this country, with reference to Jurisdiction, is as old as 
the law of our being. It is well defined and fully understood by the Brotherhood 
in erery department of the Biasonic vineyard, from the laborers in the quarries to 
the designs drawn by the Master Woricman on the trestle board, and the setting of 
the cope stone. A landmark of so long standing, of such great utility, and having 
served its purpose so fitly and well in promoting harmony, concord, and brotherly 
love among the Craft, in the opinion of your Committee ought not to be disturbed. 

Your Committee will not enter into arguments to point out the many dan- 
gerouB consequences which might follow from the obliteration of jurisdictional 
line, but will instance one example. We have Commanderies hundreds of miles 
apart. Now, suppose a companion residing in Detroit, and who knows he could 
not receive the Orders there, and was desirous to receive the same; he could easily, 
during the summer vacation, go to Marquette, Manistee, or some other northern 
Commandery, where he had a friend, receive the Orders, and in a short time return 
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to his home in Detroit, knock at the door of the Asylnm for admission as a Sir 
Knight ere they knew he had been from home; Here, then, we plant the apple of 
discord in the vintage of harmony, bring the Order into disrepute and the Craft to 
disgrace, by the conferring of the Orders vldou the unworthy. Such legislation 
wonld, in oar opinion, be prodnctiye of great injury to the Order, as it would tend 
to make strong Gommanderiee stronger, and kill and bury weak ones with no hope 
of a resurrection. 

Your Committee recommend that no legislation be had upon the subject. 

HUGH McCUBDY, 
HOLUS KNAFP, 
WM. B. WILSON, 

Committee, 

CHARTEB8 AND DISPENSATIONS. 

Sir Charles T. Hills, P. Dep. G. C, Chairman of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Charters and Dispensations, submitted the following report 
which, on motion, was accepted, and after much discussion, for the 
reason given by the Committee, viz.: that the application was not 
recommended by the nearest Commandeiy, the report of the Com- 
mittee was adopted and a charter for a Commandery at Charlotte was 
refused. 

To the B. E. Grand Commander^ Officers and Members of the Grand Commandery 
K, T, of Michigan: 

Your Committee, to whom were referred the petition of thirty-four Sir Knights 
of Charlotte, asking for a Charter to form a new Commandery at that place, have 
had the same under consideration, and are of the opinion that a strong Commands 
ery could be maintained there, and would unanimously recommend granting them 
a charter, but Art. 8, Sec. 4, Constitution of Grand Commandery, prohibits the 
granting of a Dispensation or Charter for constituting a new Commandery without 
a recommendation from the Commandery nearest to the place where the new Com- 
mandery is to be located, and as Lansing Commandery No. 25, (the one nearest to 
the proposed new Commandery) has refused such recommendation, your Commit- 
tee are of the opinion that said Constitutional provision prohibits the granting of 
the prayer of petitioners without recommendation of Irfinsing Commandery. 

Courteously submitted, 

CHABLES T. HILLS, 
JOHN P. FISK, 
ABTHUB M. CLABK. 

Committee, 
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The Standing Ck>mmittee on Charters and DispenBations submitted 
the following report, which, on motion, was accepted and adopted : 

To the B, E, Orand Commander, Officera and Members of the Grand Commandery 
K, T, of Michigan: 

In regard to the petition for a Charter for a Commandery to be stationed at 
Northville, Wayne Coonty, presented to this body at its last Ammal Conolave and 
laid over for one year, yonr Committee are of the opinion that it woold not be ad- 
visable to grant them a Charter, and recommend that their request be denied. 

Yonr Committee further report that they recommend a Charter be granted to 
Ivanhoe Commandery, now under dispensation, stationed at Petoskey, to be known 
as Ivanhoe Commandery No. 86. 

Coorteoosly sabmitted, 

CHABLE8 T. HILLB, 
JOHN P. FISK, 
ABTHUB M. CLABK, 

Committee, 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

Sir Oliver L. Spaulding, P. G. C, Chairman of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Unfinished Business, submitted the following report, which, 
on motion, was accepted and adopted : 

To the B. E, Grand Commander, Officers and Members of the Grand Commandery 
K, T, of Michigan: 

Yonr Committee on Unfinished Bosinees respeotfolly report as follows upon 
the sabjects coming to their consideration: 

On page 37 of the Proceedings of 1883 is found the following proposed amend- 
ment to the Constitution: 

"Amend Article 8, Section 4, by adding to such Section the following words: 
Nor shall such dispensation or Charter be issued for the forming of a new Com- 
mandery to be located at a less distance than twenty miles from any Chartered 
Commandery." 

While your Committee would discourage the formation of new to the mani- 
fest injury of old Commanderies, demands may arise for the location, for the good 
of the Order, of a new Commandery within the proposed limits. In the opinion of 
yonr Committee the Grand Commandery may be trusted to deal with individual 
cases of this nature, if presented, and that it is unwise to create possible future em- 
barrassment by Constitutional restriction. 
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On page 38 of the same Proceedings is fonnd the following: 
" Amend Article 7 of the Statutes and Regulations of this Grand Gommand- 
ery by striking oat the words " One dollar and inserting not less than three dol- 
lars." 

This amendment aims to &c the minimom daes of the Subordinates at three 
dollars instead of one. 

Many of the Subordinates now collect a larger sum than is proposed by this 
amendment, and it is believed that each will raise a sufficient revenue for its neces. 
sities without further legislation by the Grand Commandery. It is a matter pe- 
culiarly within the Jurisdiction of the Subordinates, subject to the limitation 
named, and in the opinion of your Committee it may properly rest where it is. 

On page 44 of the same Proceedings is the following proposed amendment to 
the Statutes and Regulations: 

" Amend Article 4, Section 1, by striking out the words 7 p. M., and inserting 
10 A. M. in place thereof." 

This Amendment should read Article 1, Section 4, and with this correction its 
adoption is recommended. 

Courteously submitted, 

OLIVER L. 8PAULDING, 
ABRAHAM T. METCALF, 
GEORGE E. PANTLIND, 

Committee. 

TRIENNIAL VISITATION. 

Sir George W. Chandler, P. G. C, Chairman of the Special Com- 
mittee on California trip, submitted the following report, which, on mo- 
tion, was adopted and ordered printed with the proceedings : 

Detboit, May 13, 1884. 
To the B, E, Grand Commander, Officers and Members of the Grand Commandery 
K, T. of Michigan: 

EmNENT Sib Knights:— As Chairman of, and the only member of your 
Special Committee who attended the Twenty-Second Triennial Conclave of the 
Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States at San Francisco 
in August last, 1 have the honor to make the following report: 

The Grand Commandery, Sir Knights, and ladies accompanying, left Detroit 
on Wednesday, August 8th, 1883, at 8*^ P. M., in special sleeping cars, via the 
Michigan Central Railroad. At Niles^ Michigan, the party was met by a delegation 
of Sir Knights from Chicago, who did everything in their power to make the trip 
to that city pleascmt. 
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On anlTal at Chicago the Pilgrimti were eeoorted to the Tremont Hoase, where 
they partook of a delicious breakfast, prepared especially for the ocoasioii. The 
forenoon was passed in Knightly interoonrBO with oar f raters of Chicago, and in 
the final organization of the Michigan Battalion, (a large number of Bir Knights 
having joined oar ranks at that place). At noon the order was given to fall in,** 
and onder escort of the various Commandories of Chicago, (in fall aniform), the 
Sir Knights were escorted, and the ladies transported, to the Chicago, Burlington 
& Qaincy Railroad Depot. The delegation, numbering one hundred and thirty, 
here embarked on a special train of Pollman cars, via the Great Burlington 
Route," direct for Denver. 

The journey through the States of Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, and Colorado, 
with their vast extent of rolling prairies, and miles on miles of waving grain, was 
a very pleasant one. Denver was reached on Saturday afternoon. Here the first 
halt of the journey was called. Thirty-six hours were passed in the Queen City of 
the Plains. The time was spent in visiting with old friends and general sight- 
seeing. 

On Sunday night the party was assigned to quarters in a special Pullman 
train on that gem of narrow gauge roads, the Denver & Rio Grande. The run to 
Manitou Springs was made during the night, and the party awoke on Monday 
morning to find themselves in that delightful summer resort, which, nestling 
among the foot hills at the very base of that " Monarch of the Mountains," Pikers 
Peak, IB one of the most delightful and picturesque spots on the continent. 
Twenty-four hours were spent here, and those who drove through the Garden of 
the Gods," or over the rugged Ute Pass, or explored the mysteries of the Cave of 
the Winds, or gazed at the delicate tracery of Rainbow Falls, or braved the ascent 
of frowning Pikers Peak, must have felt that so much of nature*s stupendous 
grandeur could hardly be observed in so short a space of time. 

From thence the route was through the pretty little City of Colorado Springs; 
then Pueblo, teeming with its iron works, manufactories, etc., Canyon City, and 
after, the entrance to the Royal Gorge. To describe this wonderful freak of nature 
is impossible; to pass through its ragged walls is sublime. We ascend the rushing 
Arkansas, past Salida, detour to the right, and finally find ourselves in the " Mining 
City of the Mountains," Leadville. Here another twenty-four hours are spent, and 
the party amuse themselves in visiting mines, reduction works, gambling houses, 
etc., etc. From Leadville back to Salida, then on through the Tall Ghite, and then 
raise Marshall Pass, winding up and up, until we are nearly two miles above sea 
level, on the very summit of the Rocky Mountains. How magnificent the view, 
how clear the atmosphere from this wonderful height. 

Descending into the beautiful valley of the Tondchi, we pass the new and 
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thriying City of GonniBon, enter the Black Canyon, second only to that of the 
Arkansas in its stapendons scenery, skirt the clear and beaatifnl Gnnmson River 
for many miles, and finally emerge from this fairy land, and again pass over end- 
less miles of rolling table lands, with the eternal monntains ever in sight. We 
finally pass Castle Gate, and soon onr eyes view the " Promised Land," the great « 
Salt Lake Valley. It is very beaatifnl, with its well cultivated farms and fields of 
waving grai^. 

At last we reach iSalt Lake City, where another twenty-f onr hoars are spent in 
exploring this strange city, with its tabernacles and temples, ite Mormons and 
Gentiles. From there to Ogden, where we change to the Central Pacific road. 
Here another special train of Pallman cars awaits as, and we finally settle oar- 
selves for the last stage of oar long joamey. We pass oat over the arid alkali 
deserts of Utah and Nevada, throagh Elko, Reno, and other local cities, an til the 
sammit of the Sierras is reached; roand " Cape Horn," descend into the Sacramento 
Valley, pass throagh the beaatif al capital city of California, reach Oakland, cross 
the Bay, and arrive in San Francisco at 2 o^clock Snnday morning, Angast 19, 1883, 
having been eleven days en ronte, and traveling over 2,000 miles since leaving oar 
Michigan homes. The party arrived well and happy, no accidents having occurred 
and nothing having happened to mar the pleasaree of the joamey. 

Arrived at the '* Baldwin," mine host, Pearson, soon had the weary Pilgrims 
assigned to their respective rooms, he having been famished with a roster of the 
party previous to their arrival. 

The Grand Commander has already spoken of the appearance of the Michigan 
Battalion in his Annaal Address, as well as of the Princely greetings extended by 
the Sir Knights of the Pacific Slope. To eqaal their hospitality is possible. To ex- 
cel it, imi)ossible. Their coartesy and Knightly bearing was fnlly emulated by the 
grace of their beaatif al and accomplished wives, sisters, and daughters. I feel 
like exclaiming in the language of the venerable " Rip Van Winkle," ** May they 
live long and prosper." 

After the closing of the Grand Encampment the Battalion was disbanded and 
the duties of your Committee ceased, as the majority of the party returned at wiU. 
I append copies of the "Revised Pilgrim^s Progress " and Roster" of those ac- 
companying the Grand Commandery of Michigan, with a statement of the receipts 
and expenses of the trip. 

Cash of Grand Treasurer $500 

Paid for Headquarters Baldwin Hotel $884 

Paid for printing, postage, telegrams, etc 116 



Totals 



$500 $500 



All of which is courteously submitted. 

GEO. W. CHANDLER, P. G. C, 



Chairman Triennial Committee, 
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BEYISED PILGRIM'S PBOOBE88.' 



Pilgrimage of Michigan State Knights Templar to San Francisco, 
California, August 8, to September 2, 1888 : 

Gbebtingh- The Committee of ArmngementB appointed by the Grand Com- 
mander of Michigan, to arrange the details for this, the Grandest Pilgrimage of 
a Life-time." are happy to place before thoee already enrolled, as weU as those who 
contemplate joining in this Pilgrimage, the following information pertaining to 
this " Trip of a Life-time:" 

Never before has an opportunity been offered (and, we may safely say, never 
will be again) to obtain so much valuable information, pleasaro and recreation for 
so small an oxpenditaro as upon this occasion. 

Many have been looking forward to this trip for the past three years, hoping 
to participate in it. Our f raters of the Pacific Coast have been storing the good 
things of this life in anticipation of this great event, and the news comes to as 
from the Golden Gate ** that they are ready to receive us with joyoos and fraternal 
greetings. 

No effort has been spared by the Committee to insure a roaliseation of the 
most ardent anticipations. 

The roate has been selected with a view to comfort, pleasure, recreation, 
scenic beauty and wonders — all combined. The itinerary of the route has been so 
arranged as to give those participating an opportunity to enjoy in reality the com- 
forts and pleasures of some of the noted places we reed of in the far-famed Western 
wilds, so recently the exclusive home of the wild Indian and buffalo, now no more 
to be seen, but instead, a great problem in science has been solved. Engineering 
skill has proved that no barrier exists between the two oceans but it can be passed; 
mountain ranges are crossed, tremendous grades overcome, tortuous chasms 
threaded, torrents bridged, mountains tunneled, and in triumph of mind over mat- 
ter, the grandeur of the purple hills, the quiet beauty of the valleys, the quaint 
characteristics of the mining camp, have been made familiar and given as an in- 
heritance to the people. All this and more the participants in this grand Pilgrim- 
age will have the opportunity to witness and enjoy. 

All Sir Knights and their ladies who can possibly do so should make this tour, 
as a like opportunity will never again be offered, with all the inducements and 
grandeur combined. 



The total cost of the Pilgrimage from Detroit to San Francisco and return, 
occupying twenty-four days, need not exceed two hundred dollars. 
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This amonnt inclades railroad fare, meals en route^ both going and retoming, 
a double berth (either upper or lower) in sleeping car, and hotel bill in San Fran- 
cisco for the time above mentioned. The amonnt may be reduced by two persons 
occupying one berth, and also in Ban Francisco by taking rooms and getting meals 
at restaurants. 

The headquarters of the Grand Gomm&ndery of Michigan will be at the Bald- 
win Hotel. Arrangements have been made for quarters for all who join in this 
'Pilgrimage, either at the Baldwin or in other first class houses at prices ranging 
. from $2.50 to $4.50 per day, including room and board. Rooms can be had at prices 
from 50 cents to $1.50 per day, with meals at best restaurants, 25 to 50 cents. 

Early application is necessary, as none will be considered after limit has been 
reached. To those desiring to prolong their stay beyond the time intended for this 
trip, we would say, the railroad tickets are good to return from August 24th to 
October 81, with lay-over privileges at any point on the route. Those wishing to 
return via some other route can do so by paying $25 extra at the office of the rail- 
road company in San Francisco, where the proper exchanges and vouchers will be 
made. 

One hundred pounds of baggage will be allowed each full ticket. For con- 
venience and comfort such articles as may actually be required en routes we would 
suggest a hand satchel or shawl strap, and the trunk, etc., can be checked through 
to destination. 

The item of clothing in Ban Francisco during August and September should 
not be lighter for gentlemen than broadcloth, and for evening a light overcoat is 
not uncomfortable; for ladies, correspondingly heavy with warm underclothing 
and wraps, or both. Blankets are used the year round at night. 

The Committee have made special arrangements with the officers of the dif- 
ferent roads over which the train passes, and stipulated prices have been made for 
meals at the several dining stations at 75 cents each, and also on the dining cars 
when attached to the train east of the Missouri River; also for carriage ride at Den- 
ver, Colorado, and Manitou Springs and Salt Lake City at $1 for each person, and 
for saddle horse to top of Pikers Peak, $5. 

Each Sir Knight should provide himself with a Certificate of Membership, 
bearing the signature of the Grand Recorder of the State, and the Recorder of the 
Commandery of which he is a member, under the seal of the same. This is to be 
used as a means of identification, and should contain the names of accompanying 
relatives as well as his own name. 

These Certificates, bearing the name of the Grand Recorder, can be secured 
of the undersigned. Chairman of Committee of Arrangements, or the Secretary. 

Tickets can be bought at the following places for the trip— via this route: 
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Ann Arbor, Battle Creek, Bay City, Chicago, Detroit, East Saginaw, Homer, 
Jackson, Kalamazoo, Lansing, Lapeer, Marshall, Michigan City, Nilee, Boath Bend, 
Saginaw, Three Rivers, Ypeilanti, and Toledo. 

Be particular and see that yoar ticket reads from Chicago, via the C. B. & Q. 
Railroad to Denver, D. B. G. Railroad to Ogden, C. P. Railroad to San Francisco. 

G^eral orders will be published and distributed from Qrand Commandery 
Headquarters at Baldwin Hotel, after arrival in San Francisco. 

The return trip of this pilgrimage, for such as desire, will leave San Francisco, ^ 
August 27th, on the regular schedule time, which will be posted at headquarters. 



over which this pilgrimage is to be made in Palace Sleepers is via the Michi- 
gan Central Railroad, from Detroit to Chicago; the great Burlington route coaches 
from Chicago to Denver, Colorado; the Denver & Rio Grande, the scenic line of 
America, from Denver to Ogden, Utah; the Central P&dfic Silver Palace Coaches 
to San Francisco, California. 

The route crosses entire the States of Michigan, Indiana, lUinois, Iowa, Ne- 
braska, Colorado, Utah, Nevada and California. 

Special arrangements have been made with the officers of the different roads 
over which we go to make the trip one of pleasure and recreation from the start to 
the very ending. 

See the following notes of some of the points of interest touched en route. 
Leaving Detroit Wednesday, August 8th, at 8:20 p. m., we ionmey through a country 
abounding in agricultural products all are familiar with, as is the case in Illinois, 
Iowa, and Nebraska; broad cultivated prairies with rich productive soil. This 
portion of our journey has been commented on and eulogized so much we will not 
particularize it, but enjoy the comforts of the Palace Coaches we are being whirled 
through the country in, until we reach 



that marvelous city of the plains. Here we pause for a day*s recreation and 
visit. The Grand Industrial Exposition now open. Here also are the most exten- 
sive reduction works in America, where the precious metal is separated from its 
native element. Here is also a wonderful city of 60,000 inhabitants, which nnm. 
bered lees than 5,000 in 1870. An open, rolling country surrounds the city, being 
the outer border of an immense plain stretching away to the Missouri Riyer, 600 
miles to the eastward. Denver lies on the east bank of the South Platte BiTer, at 
the junction of Cherry Creek, a rolling prairie gradually sloping to the westward, 
fourteen miles to the base of the Rocky Mountains, which range runs north and 
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south in full view for a distance of oyer 200 miles. Denver has an elevation of 5,224 
feet above sea level; to the north may be seen Long's Peak, 14,271 feet elevation; to 
the south Pike's Peak, 14,216 feet elevation; to the west the "Dome of the Conti^ 
nent," Gray's Peak, 14,441 feet elevation. Looking to the south again in a clear at- 
mosphere, may be seen the Spanish Peaks in New Mexico, nearly 20O miles away. 
Leaving Denver via the Denver & Rio Grande Road, we skirt along the foot hills of 
the front range of the Rockies to the south. Upon tiie one hand the mountains are 
piled in wild disorder peak upon peak, piercing the very clouds with their snow 
caps, while upon the other hand may be seen limitless plains, dull hued, and sea- 
like— what a contrast and yet what grandeur. 

From this point our route for 700 miles to the Great Bait Lake basin is a con- 
tinuous panorama of the grandest scenery on this continent. Not here and there a 
detached picture, not a single grand chasm or a solitary mountain peak, but an 
endless chain of wonders that surprise the eye and swell the heart with those unac- 
countable emotions which grandeur always inspires. Within a single distance of 
100 miles there are a dozen peaks over 14,000 feet high, sixty of which are over 
13,000, and more than 200 which exceed 11,000 feet altitude. 

COLORADO AND MANITOU SPRINGS, 

claims us for a day. Manitou, five miles west from Colorado Springs, and eighty- 
five miles from Denver, lies at the foot of Pike's Peak, in as romantic a little nook 
as one can conceive of.' There is more to see in and around Manitou than one day 
or one week's time will permit of. There are six noted springs, all possessing me- 
dicinal properties. They are named Manitou, Navajo, Ute Soda, Shoshone, Iron 
Ute and Little Chief; as a summer resort it has a wide-spread notoriety. Within a 
short radius you may visit the Garden of the Gods, Green Eyrie, Queen's Canyon, 
William's Canyon, Devil's Punch Bowl, Cheyenne Canyon, Seven Falls, Ruxton 
Glen, Iron Springs, Ute Pass, Monument Park with Mammoth Anvil, Dutch Wed- 
ding, Vulcan Works and Dunces' Parliament. Several large hotels, and cozy little 
cottages peep out here and there from among the trees, rocks and gulches, curiosity 
shops where specimens may be bought, etc. We will dine and sup at the Manitou 
and Beebe Hotels, and choose which we will stop at for a month's sojourn at some 
future day. ^ 

PUEBLO, 

a rival of Denver in some respects, is a large manufacturing city, with iron and 
steel works on a large scale, as well as silver smelting and refining works. The 
junction of the various railroad routes, east, west, north and south. Distant from 
Denver 120 miles. 
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OAKTON GITT, 

a beantifiil and piotoresque locality on the Arkanaas BiTor, at the very gate of the 
moontains. Here we enter the Qrand Canyon of the Arkanaas. 

THE BOTAL OOBOK. 

We cannot describe it No one has, or erer will portray the grandeur of it. 
Come and see it. Yon will see a lofty onbroken mountain range over 8,000 feet 
high, cnt in twain by some great convnlsion of nature, or by the hand of the Su- 
preme Qrand Master of the Universe. This moontain has been severed in twain 
from sommit to base, leaving fearful chasms, narrow, deep and gloomy nooks of 
every shape, form and dimension; towers and pinnacles standing perpendicolar 
with projecting spnrs, almost locking and interlocking from opposite sides. These, 
with the roaring noise of boiling waters as they go dashing down throogh the gorge, 
over the rocky obstractions, mingle with the rambling of the train, lends enchant- 
ment to the scene. We are shat in completely by the short curves in the route, so 
that one must look directly over head for the light of day. At one point the gorge 
contracts into a narrow crevice, where the roaring green waters fill the entire space 
from wall to wall Here the engineer*8 skill was taxed to its utmost; workmen were 
suspended from the top (near S,000 feet) in baskets, from which they drilled the 
rocks in which gabled shaped iron braces are fitted, to which a bridge is suspended 
over which the train rolls never slackening her speed. Affer passing the gorge, the 
view \b less shut in, and occasional views of the distant snow-capped peaks are 
seen. We soon reach 

SAIilDA, 

a dining station, where the road branches, one to the west across the Great Conti- 
nental Divide, the other to Buena Yista, Leadville, etc. 
Here we make the detour for 

LEADTILUB, 

the greatest mining district in the world; 1879, organized as a city with a popala- 
tion of 5,000; in 1880 it contained a population of over 15,000. Commercially, it is 
second to Denver in the Btate. It contains some six or eight banking ^oosee, large 
wholesale houses, hotels, fine theaters, opera houses, eight schools, seven churches, 
three Masonic Lodges, two Odd Fellows* Lodges, sixteen smelting and redaction 
works. All classes of business are represented; doctors and lawyers run np in the 
hundreds. It is a cosmopolitan city; you meet representatives from every dime, 
the rich and the poor, the scholar and the fool, the preacher and the bawd, the mo- 
rose and the jolly. This ia what they all come here for, and the way they get it: 
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We oame here for dollars, not for wealth; 
It*8 not birth, nor wealth nor state, 



It*B get-np-and-git that make men great. 



It^B not birth, nor brain, nor wit; 



It*8 gmb-Btake lack that took the bit; 



Betnming to Salida, we commence the ascent of the Continental Divide via 



11,000 feet above the sea level, we climb np a grade over 250 feet to the mile, and 
mn twenty-eight miles in carves and terraces, one above another, to overcome a 
distance on an air line of aboat ten miles. Once at the sammit the scene is en- 
chanting. Mountain ranges, one above another, valleys and parks intervening. To 
describe the view from this point is utterly impossible. I qnote the words of one 
who has made the journey : ''Oh, heavenly heights, fair mountains, of snow! will 
we ever again look npon anything so wonderful until we cross the borderland to 
the Blessed Country, and through the gates ajar see rising in the radiant air the 
shining hills of Paradise." 

From the summit we descend into the beautiful valley of the Tomichi, and 
breakfast at Bargent. Thence down the Gunnison. Geologists say once this valley 
was a great lake, the waters of which cut their way through the rim of the basin, 
thus forming the grand canyon of the Chinnison, known as the 



This is longer than the Boyal Gorge, and in some respects more beautiful; the 
walls are eqtally as high but not so uniformly precipitous; shrubs, trees and cling- 
ing vines get a foothold, and miniature cataracts leap from the diz^y heights into 
the green river. The contour of the palisades is closely followed about half way 
through the canyon, when a short curve is made and the train shoots up into Cim- 
meron Canyon, leaving Black Canyon to the right, cutting her way through the 
mountain while we climb up over Cedar Summit, from which a fine view of the 
Uncomprogra Valley and the San Juan Mountains can be had as on we speed to 
Grand Junction and to Lower Prices, crossing into Utah for supper. Thence 
through Castle Valley and out at Castle Gate, guarded, as it were, by immense 
towers of red sandstone about sixty feet in diameter at the base, and 500 feet high; 
passing immense amphitheaters hewn out of the variegated colored sandstone, we 
climb up through Price Canyon to the summit or Soldier^s Pass, when the descent is 
commenced through the Mountain Range, with constant change of scenery and snow- 
capped mountains, untQ Spanish Fork Canyon is passed, and we enter Utah Valley. 
The first view we have on emerging from the canyon is Utah Lake, a beautiful 
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sheet of fresh water, the only oatlet being the Biyer Jordan, which empties into 
Salt Lake, from which there is no ontiet. As far as the eye can see north and 
soath are rich meadows. To the west, across the isreat valley, the Snake and 
Oqnirrh Ranges of mountains are seen; to the east the Wahsatch Bange. The view 
IB one of incomparable loveliness, and one most see it to folly appreciate it. Two 
hours* ride and we reach the Mormon Metropolis for breakfast 

SALT LAKE CITY 

was originally laid ont in ten acre blocks, streets 182 feet wide, bat was afterwards 
subdivided into house lots, most of which have been liberally planted with fruit* 
and shade trees. Through all the streets run streams of clear water for irrigating 
purposes. The water is brought from ("ity Greek Ganyon in iron pipes. 

To the north is Ensign Peak, the Mountain of Prophecy, etc. It is said to 
have been seen in a vision by some of the Mormon dignataries long before it was 
beheld by the naked eye of the settlers. On a plateau overlooking the city ia Gamp 
Douglass, a lovely spot, and commands the whole country around. Just below 
Gamp Douglass is Emigrant Ganyon, through which the pioneers and emigrants 
from the East first set eyes on this beautiful valley. 

The Mormons first set foot on this soil July 22, 1847. July 24 the pioneer train 
arrived, and July 28 a forty acre tract and two miles square was staked off in ten 
acre blocks for the city. At this time it was territory belonging to Mexico by 
treaty of Oaudaloupe Hidalgo; in March, 184B, it passed to the United States, who 
were not very prompt in extending jurisdiction over newly acquired territory, and 
for this reason Brigham Young set up for the Mormons their own government and 
called it the State of Deseret. This was in the spring of 1849. September 9, 1850, 
GongresB passed a bill whioh ignored the State government of the Mormons, and 
organized the Territory of Utah. Brigham Yoong was appointed GK>vemor by 
Millard Fillmore. Since that time the Territory has been reduced in area, and now 
contains 54,000 square miles, or 54,000,000 acres. 

There ia much to interest one here. Some places of interest usually visited by 
Gentiles are the Tabernacle and unfinished Temple, the lion House, the Bee Hive, 
Brigham Young^s residence. Gamp Douglass, Hot Springs, Go-operative Store— one 
of the largest wholesale and retail stores on the continent— and last, though not 
least, take a bath in the lake. Leaving Salt Lake we skirt along the lake shore on 
one hand, and the Wahsatch Mountains on the other, to 

OGDXN, 

a beautiful city, located on a plateau at the base of the mountains. This is some- 
thing of a railroad center, and here we take the Silver Palace Goaches for San 
Francisco, passing around the head of the lake to 
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PBOMONTOBT, 

fifty-two milee west from Ogden. American hifltory, in its triamphs of railroad 
skill, of labor and genius, knows no erent of greater interest than the scene which 
occurred at this point, May 10, 1869. 

The great Railroad Wedding took place here. The last tie was laid, the last 
spike driven. The last tie was of California laurel, eight feet long, eight inches wide 
and six inches thick. It was polished and ornamented with a silver escutcheon 
bearing the inscription: " The last tie laid on the Pacific Railroad, May 10, 1869." 
The last spike was driven at 2:47 p. m., and the news was flashed to all principal 
cities, east and west, at the same instant, " Done." 

Leaving Promontory, the scenery is ever changing and beautiful; passing 
several low mountain ranges crossing Alkali and Sage Brush Plains and several 
other unimportant stations, we arrive at 

HUMBOLDT WELLS, 

so called from their great depth. These wells, or springs, have been sounded to a 
depth of 1,700 feet and no bottom found. This used to be the great watering place 
for emigrant trains. 

KLKO, 

the ne^t important station, shows signs of education and sdenoe. Here the State 
University is located. Hot springs here are utilised for various purposes; one 
called Chicken Soup Spring, when seasoned with a little salt and pepper, re- 
semhles chicken broth. The temperature is so uniform they have been utilized for 
batching chickens. If there are any poultry breeders on the train, please make a 
note of this. 

The most imposing and attractive along the route are the 

PALISADES, 

near which the small village of the same name is situated, the junction of the 
Eureka & Palisade Railroad, branches to that famous mining district in the Silver 
State of Nevada, the most reliable silver mining district on the continent. 

BATTLE MOUNTAIN, 

is a regular dining station; it derives its name from a battle fought between emi- 
grants and Indians in early days. The Nevada Central Railroad branches here, 
running South to Austin. 

HUMBOLDT. 

Here are seen signs of civilization in this sage bush district, beautiful f oun- 
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tains and shade trees, tine lawns, and something to liye for are here seen. Ham- 
boldt Lake and Carson Sink soon passed, we .begin to rise again into the yalley of 
the Tnickee. 



the Jnncdon of the Virginia & Tnickee Railroad, to Canon, the capital of Nevada, 
and to Virginia City, the El Dorado of the Bonanza Kings. 



From Reno eontinae np the mountain past several points of interest, among 
which is Starvation Camp, whore a party of eifi^ty-two persons on their way from 
California, were overtaken by a snow storm and lost their cattle and nearly all their 
lives. Summit is reached, 7,014 feet above sea level. Here we are on the top of the 
Sierra Nevada range. The scenes from the top of the peaks snrronnding Sommit 
are enchanting. It is a beantifol panorama unfolded for miles in extent. The 
descent from here is rapid, passing llining Camp, Placer Ditches and flumes, 
Dutch Flats, one of the oldest placer mining camps in the country. Many other 
points in and around this section are known to old miners. Qold Bun, You Bet, 
Bed Dog, Secret Town, etc., etc. On we ride to 



is where the engineer*8 skill was put to test to gain a foundation for the track. The 
first foothold was obtained by letting men down with ropes from the summit. At 
this point you look down 2,000 feet into the American Biver— a silver thread it 
looks like iu the great distance. Nature has been lavish in her distribution of the 
beautiful and grand. Every variety of mountain scenery is given in quick succes- 
sion. It is like entering a gate into fidry-land— flowers in profusion and fruit 
orchards are passed, and Nature seems to have put on her most beautiful garb. 

From here the descent is rapid; the transformation seen, beautiful; we drink 
our fill of Nature's handiwork, and looking **from Nature np to nature^s Chxi, 
thank Him that He hath traced with Almighty hand so many pictures of wondrous 
and unspeakable grandeur and beauty." 



the capital of California— a beautiful city. The Capitol is one of the finest struc- 
tures in the United States — 820 feet front, 80 feet in height, the dome 220 feet, sur- 
mounted by the Temple of Liberty and Power's bronze statue of California. 

Crossing the river, we pass down the valley— a perfect garden of fruit 
orchards and vinyards— to Beneda, where the ferryboat Salano, the largest ferry- 
boat in the world, transfers the train across to Porta Costa, and we speed on down 
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the bay to Oakland on to the long pier, three miles, and bid good bye to Silver Pal- 
ace cars and take the ferryboat to iSan Francisco. 

GEO. W. CHANDLER, P. G. C, 

Chairman. 



Leave Detroit via M. C. Railroad Wednesday, Aagast 8, at 8:20 P. M. 
Arrive in Chicago Thursday, Aagnst 9, at 7:50 A. M« 
Leave Chicago by C, B. & Q. Angost 9, at 12:45 noon. 
Leave Pacific Junction August 10, at 9:30 A. n. 
Arrive at Lincoln for dinner. 
Leave Lincoln August 10, at 1:80 f. m. 
Arrive at Red Cloud for supper. 
Leave Red Cloud at 7:30 p. M. 
Arrive at Denver for breakfast Saturday, August 11. 
Leave Denver, via D. & R. G. Railroad, Saturday, at 12 at night. 
Arrive at Colorado Springs, make detour to Manitou Springs, for breakfast. 
Sunday, August 12. 

Leave Manitou Springs Sunday night. 

Arrive at Salida for breakfast, Monday, August 13; make detour for Leadville 
and spend the day. 

Leave Leadville Monday night, 12 o'clock. 

Arrive at Sargent for breakfast, Tuesday, August 14. 

Arrive at Cimmeron for dinner. 

Arrive at Price Crossing, Utah, for supper. 

Arrive at Salt Lake City Wednesday, August 15, for breakfast, at Walker House. 

Leave Salt Lake Thursday morning, August 16. 

Arrive at Ogden for breakfast. 

Leave Ogden at 8 A. M. for San Francisco. 

Arrive at San Francisco Friday, August 17, at 7 p. M. 



EDGENE ROBINSON, G. C. G.. 
RICHARD ROWLAND, P. E. C, 



Ccmmittee of Arrangements. 



F. W. NOBLE, 



Secretai y. 



ITINEBABY OF BOUTE. 



tlOSTER. 



Grand Commandeby of Michigan. 



Jessa E. Saxton, 



t. 



Right Eminent Grand Commander 



Gbobge E. Pantlind 



Department Grand Commander 
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John P. Fiske, ......... Grand GtoneraliBBimo 

W. B. Lawbenoe, ..... ... Gnmd Gaptain General 

Leandeb Bubdiok, .......... Grand Prelate 

W. W. Omn Grand Senior Warden 

Sidney B. DncoN, ......... Grand Junior Warden 

Thomas H. Abmbtbono, - Grand Treosnrer 

Fbancis W. Noble, . Grand Bocorder 

R. H. Wabbineb Grand Standard Bearer 

Temple Emeby, Grand Sword Bearer 

Geoboe S. Adams, Grand Warder 

Alexandeb MoGbeoob, Grand Sentinel 

ESCORT. 

Sir Goorffo W. Chandler. It. E. P. G. G. Sir R. E. Richards 
Sir W. H. Firth * Sir Potor Wachter 

Sir H. H. Jackson Sir S. B. Skeels 

Sir E. H. Moreton Sir A. B. Thompson 

Sir John Boydel Sir Frank Briggs 

Sir E. R. Harris Sir Moolton Hook 

Sir C. H. Ghope Sir A. T. Montgomery 

Sir W. E. Fox Sir Mosoe S. Sargent 

Sir W. P. Martin Sir John G. Kinnan 

Sir Charles P. Goz Sir David Atwater 

Sir Joseph H. Barker Sir H. A. Williams 

Sir C. W. Kennedy Sir Z. T. Baltzly 

Sir W. B. Roney Sir M. C. Palmer 

Sir C. P. Knapp Sir H. M. Wisler 

Sir William Williamson Sir C. T. Conklin 

Sir D. Scott Partridge Sir C. P. Barros 

Sir M. H. Sanford Sir W. G. Henderson 

Sir Fred. J. Bnckhont Sir John Soathworth 

Sir J. R. Hitchcock Sir J. B. Tomlinson 

Sir George J. Parker Sir Fred. Hotop 

Sir T. S. Merrill Sir H. J. Brown 

Sir A. M. Brown Sir Charles Morphy 

Sir F. E. Sherwood Sir Stephen Baldwin 

Sir £. W. Schoch Sir B. F. Battels 

Sir J. B. Hyatt Sir G. C. Mastic 

Sir W. S. Wright Sir W. Ballill 

Sir H. Woodward Sir William Hardy 
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Sir S. H.Woodward 


Sir D. E. Wheaton 




Sir Gharlee P. Jndd 


Sir G. Scholey 




Sir Fred. Sorg 


Sir B. G. Bradock 




Sir M. H. Mann 


Sir A. D. Fanst 




Sir A. Chapman 


Sir C. E. Shattack 




Sir G. W. Morgan 


Sir - Sayles 
LADIES. 

• 
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Mm rinorifA W ChnndlAr 

iUXD. Vj wvX^t? f T • VyilcUltJLLOX 


Mm VrAr) TTnf/ir» 




1^100 PVn.nf*in T ClhAnrllAr 

iU-lDD X' XCU11/JJ9 X. y/llfHHI IPX 


^/Tiaa T#1a TTaTi1roi>a/^Ti 

OXMOO XUtt XXrtI 1 H OXXHJXX 




Mrs. M, B. Gott 


Mrs W W Olin 




Mra W H Firth 


Mrs Bilev P Hobbs 

JXXX^. XvXXOjr X . XXl/X/XJD 




Mrs J P Fisk 


Mm W SI TjAwrATiRA 

JUXD. TT . fj» XJaWXoXXL>T7 




Mrs G W Monran 


• 

Minn "FftnTiiA A. ChAnin 

AiX I DP X nt 111 IP aV. V^XlCi^UX 




Miss Minnie Li Noble 

ilXXDO XULXXXXXXw XJ. X^UUXw 


Mrs. Emerson ^^right 




Mm a R T){-rn'n 


Mm .T B HvAtt 
iU-xo. w . XJ. xxjrciwb 




JILrH. uUxLU. xjoyuoi 






JOLXD. Xli. XX. lU.%jLV%AfU 


Mm W H Wriffht 

JOXXD. TT . D. TT XXKiXb 




^/Tisa TT TT .Tn/*1rann 
XU.I o. XX. XX. u cU/ttmiix 


Mm W Wnnrlwnrri 
iixxTi. TT . TT wuwnru 




IVTioa Iffai^ T? T^r^nov 
iuXDO inttrjf x\. xtuiiVjr 


Mm R TT Wnrulwn.'pfl 

JUXD. fj9 XX. TT WVIWOiXU 




JXXXD. XwXlX^Xt? XUXXIOXjr 


Mm DhArlAA B .Tndd 




XIXXD. XJ. \Jt X X^XHTVvu 


Mrs M B Gibbins 




Mm n T Hnnlrlin 


Mm A r MnnHn 




VA^na Tmrkorono TTanf*Tto^ 

iXXXO. XXiXi/ISOXXO XXttXXl/UOl/ 


Mm B a BraiUnnk 

ULXD. XJ. VjT. XJICHXXUUJk 




Mm T R MaftaII 


Mm P V OfHAff. 

JUXD. X . T. V/VJALw 




Mrs. B. E. Bichards 


Mrs. B. F. Battels 




Mrs. Peter Wachter 


Mrs. George Scholey 




Mrs. H. WUcoz 


Mrs. William Hardy 




Mrs. S. B. Skeelfi 


Mrs. C. E. Shattack 




Mrs. A. B. Thompson 


Mrs. Charles Mnrphy 




Mrs. — Lorinze 


Mrs. Stephen Baldwin 




Master Willie Lawrence 


Master Bertie Hankerson 
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RBTUBN8 OF BUBORDINATB C0MXANDBBIB8. 

The Standing Committee on Returns of Subordinate Commander- 
ies presented the following report, which, on motion, was accepted and 
adopted: 

To the B. E, Orand Commander, Qfflceri and Members cf the Orand Oommanderp 
K.T. of Michigan: 

The Committee to whom was referred the animal reports of the eeveral 
Sabordinate CommanderieB desire to make the following report: 

Detroit No. 1 Correct 

Pontiac No. 2 Correct 

Eureka No. 8 Overpaid $1 60 

Adrian No. 4 Correct 

DeMolai No. 5 CcMrrect 

Borneo No. 6 Correct 

Port Huron No. 7 Correct 

Peninsolar No. 8 Correct 

J ackson No. 9 Correct 

Jacobs No. 10 Overpaid 75 cts 

Ionia No. 11 Correct 

NHes No. 12 Overpaid $5 25 

Ann Arbor No. 18 Correct 

Penton No. 14 Correct 

Genesee Valley. No. 15 Overpaid 75 cts 

St. Bernard No. 16 Correct 

Harshall No. 17 Correct 

Colombia No. 18 Correct 

Monroe No. 19 Correct 

Conmna No. 21 Correct 

Mnskegon No. 22 Correct 

Pilgrim No. 28 Correct 

St. Johns No. 24 Correct 

Lansing No. 25 Correct 

Bay City No. 26 Correct 

Lexington No. 27 Correct 

Howell No. 28 Overpaid 75 cts 

Three Bivers. . . . No. 29 Correct 

Lake Superior . . N o. 80 Correct 
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Apollo No. 31 Overpaid 75 ote 

Manistee No. 82 Correct 

BattJe Creek. . . .No. 88 Overpaid 75 cts 

Alpena No. 34 Overpaid 25 cte 

Menominee No. 35 Overpaid 75 cte 

All of which is oonrteoosly sabmitted. 

WM. E. JEWETT, 
FRED. E. HOYT, 
EDWARD C. SMITH, 

Committee. 

FINANCIAL. 

Sir Samuel C. Randall, P. G. C, Chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the accounts of the Grand Treasurer and 
Grand Recorder for the Templar year just closed, submitted the follow- 
ing report, which, on motion, was accepted and adopted : 

To the jR. E, Grand Commander^ Officers and Members of the Grand Commandery 
K, T, of Michigan: 

Yonr Finance Committee, to whom was referred the Report of the Grand 
Treasurer, beg leave to report that we have carefolly examined the same ; compar- 
ing balances on hand last report; also examination of warrants paid and pay roll, 
and find the report correct op to and including this date, May 18th, 1884: 

BBOEIFTS. 

1888-To cash on hand $8,012 16 

1884— To cash received from Grand Recorder 8,225 25 



$6,287 41 

DISBUBSEMEMTS. 

1884-May 18— By warrants and pay roll $2,725 02 

1884— May 13— By cash balance on hand 8,511 49 



$6,287 41 

There are no warrants outstanding unpaid. 

All of which is courteously submitted. 

SAMUEL C. RANDALL, 
CHAB. F. BOCK, 
GEO. L. MALTZ, 

Finance Committee. 
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To the B. E. Grand Commander, Officers and Members of the Grand Commandery 
K, T. of Michigan: 

Your Fixuinoe Committee, to whom was referred the aooonntB, yoaohere and 
receipts of the Grand Recorder, beg leave to report that they have carefully exam- 
ined the books and accoimts, and find the Report of the Grand Recorder correct 



ap to and including this date. May 18th, 1884: 

BKOKEFTB* 

1888— To charter Menominee $100 00 

1888-To charter Petoskey 100 00 

1888 -To Apollo dues, 1888 57 00 

1881— To Babordinate Commanderies, daes 2,068 25 

Total $8,225 25 

DISSUB8EMKNT8. 

1881— May 13— By cash paid Grand Treasurer $8,225 25 



All of which is courteously submitted. 

»AMUEL C. RANDALL, 
CHAB. F. BOCK, 
GEO. L. MALTZ, 

Finance Committee. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

On motion, the following amendment, offered by Sir John A. 
Gerow at the last Grand Conclave, and found on page 37, Proceedings 
of 1883, was taken from the table : 

Amend Article III, Section 1, by adding to snoh Section the following words: 
Nor shall sach dispensation or Charter be issaed for the forming of a new Com- 
mandery, to be located at a lees distance than twenty miles from any Chartered 
Commandery." 

On motion to adopt, same was lost. 

On motion, the following amendment, offered by Sir Luman R. 
Atwater, P. G. C, at the last Grand Conclave (see page 38, Proceedings 
1883,) was taken from the table : 

Amend Article YII of the Statutes and Begnlations of this Grand Corn- 
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mandery by etriking oat the words, " one dollar," and inserting " or lees than three 
dollars." 

On motion to adopt, same was lost. 

On motion, the following amendment to the statutes and regula- 
tions, offered by Sir George E. Pantlind, at last Grand Conclave (see 
page 44, Proceedings 1883,) was taken from the table : 

Amend Article lY, Section 1, by striking oat the words 7 p. u.," and insertr 
ing " 10 A. M." in place thereof* ^ 

On further motion, the amendment was adopted. 

STATE BNGAMPMENT. 



Sir Heman N. Moore, Dep. G. C, for the Committee to whom 
that part of the R. E. Grand Commander's address relating to State En- 
campment was referred, submitted the following report, which, on mo- 
tion, was accepted and adopted : . 

To the B, E, Grand Commander, Officers and Members of the Grand Commandery, 
K, T. of Michigan: 

Yoar Committee, to whom was referred that portion of the B. E. Grand Oom. 
mander^s address relative to a State Encampment-, woald respectfally report they 
heartily endorse the saggestion of the B. E. Grand Commander, and would recom- 
mend that a State Conclave of the Sabordinate Commanderiee of this Jorisdiction 
be held at the City of Detroit, the last week in Aagast, 1884. The daration of said 
Conclave to be not lees than two days, and the time to bo devoted to general field 
work and perfection of drill, onder the immediate direction and supervision of 
the Grand Captain General. 

HEMAN N. MOOBE, 
EUGENE BOBINSON, 
B. ALLEN HALL, 

Committee, 

OVERPAID DUES. 

On motion of Sir Garra B. Noble, P. G. C, the Grand Recorder 
was instructed to draw his warrant on the Grand Treasurer in payment 
of amounts overpaid for dues by Subordinate Commanderies, as shown 
by report of Committee on Returns. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 

The R. E. Grand Commander announced the following as members 
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of the special Committees, to whom were referred the several subjects 
contained in his address : 

On Unifobmb— 

Sir Abraham T. Metcalf , P. E. C. 

Sir Albert StUee, P. E. C. 

Sir George E. PantUnd. E. C. 
On Entkbtainments— 

Sir Bey. Francis A. Blades, Grand Prelate. 

Sir Frank Henderson, P. O. C. 

Sir James Findlater. 
On Mabonio Homb— 

Sir Arthur M. Clark, P. E. C. 

Sir Oiiyer L. Spaolding, P. G. C. 

Sir Charles T. Hills, P. Dep. G. C. 

ADJOURNED. 

On motion of Sir Luman R. Atwater, P. G. C, the Grand Com- 
mandery adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow (Wednesday) morning. 



fBomiug Session. 



SECOND DAY. 



Wednesday, 10 A. M. 
The Grand Commandery was called to order by the R. E. Grand 
Commander, pursuant to adjournment. 

Officers and representatives in their respective st*itions. 
Prayer by the Grand Prelate. 

EXCUSED. 

On motion of the Grand Recorder, Sir Charles T. Hills, P. Dep. 6. 
C, was excused from further attendance at this Grand Conclave, he 
having received news of the serious illness of his brother ; and, on fur- 
ther motion, the sympathies of the Grand Body are affectionately ten- 
dered the Sir Knight in his hour of affliction. 
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AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Sir Benjamin Porter, P. G. C, offered the following amendment to 
the Constitution, which was laid over and ordered printed : 

Strike ont Section 4 Article 8 of the CoxiBtltation." 

UNIFORM. 

Sir Abraham T. Metcalf, P. E. C, Chairman of the Special Com- 
mittee appointed by the R. E. Grand Commander on the subject of 
Uniforms, presented the following report: 

To the B, E, Chrand Commander, Officers and Members^ of the Grand Commandery 
K, T, of Michigan: 

Your Committee to whom was referred so mnch of the Grand Commander's 
address as refers to the matter of uniform, and to report snch alterations in the 
regnlationB as may seem necessary, and to more particolarly define the same, beg 
leaye to report that after careful inyestigation, they find the Sir Knights of this 
Grand Jurisdiction are now, as always heretofore, anxious to conform to eyery 
regulation of this Grand Body, and to every order of the Grand Commander; but 
that the regulation, in reference to the uniform of a Knights Templar, is so indefi- 
nite in its description of some material things, and so specific in some that are of 
but little importance, it should be amended as soon as possible, and with the 
greatest care. Believing that it is impossible to properly describe each article of 
uniform, and define its color, shape, size, etc., etc., in time to report at this Con- 
clave, your Committee recommend that they be allowed further time. 

Courteously submitted, 

ABRAHAM T. METCALF, 
GEORGE E. PANTLIND, 
ALBERT STILES, 

Committee. 

On motion, the report was accepted and Committee discharged, 
and the following Sir Kiiights appointed as members of a new Com- 
mittee, to consider that subject and report thereupon at next Grand 
Conclave. 

Sir Abraham T. Metcalf, P. E. C. 

Sir George E. Pantlind, E. C. 

Sir James Findlater, Gen. 

Sir Vamum B. Cochrane, E. C. 

Sir Eugene Robinson, G. C. G. 
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APPEALS. 

Sir George W. Chandler, P. G. C, Chairman of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Appeals, submitted the following report, which, on motion, 
was accepted and adopted. 

To the B. E, Orand Commander^ Qfflcen and Memben of the Orand Commandery 
K, T. of Michigan: 

Your Committee on Appeals beg leave to report that nothing has oome before 
said Committee, thus showing that peace and hannony prevails within this Grand 
Jnrisdiction. 

GEORGE W. CHANDLER, 
EDWABD D. WHEELER, 
FBED. L. WELLS, 

Committee, 

JTTBISPRUDSNCB. 

On motion of the Grand Recorder, the Standing Committee on 
Jurisprudence was requested to furnish for printing, with the proceed- 
ings, the proper form of application for the Orders of Knighthood, and, 
in getting up said form, to conform to the regulations of the Grand En- 
campment of the U. S., made to govern in such matters. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEB. 

The Committee on Jorispradenoe having been requested to propose a form of 
petition for the Orders of Knighthood, in aooordanoe with the requirements of the 
Ghrand Encampment, sabmitted the following form, which was accepted and 
adopted : 

To the B, E, Orand Commander , Offlcera and Members of the Orand Commandery 
K. T. of Michigan: 

Yoor Committee on Templar Jorispradenoe respectfolly report the following : 

FOBM OF PKTmON lOB TOE OBDSBS. 

To the Eminent Commander, Generalissimo, Captain General and Sir Knights 
of Commandery, No. , Knights Templar, of the City of MichigaiL 

The undersigned represents that he received the Degree of Master Mason in 

Lodge, No. , and the Degree of Royal Arch Blason in Chapter, No. — ; 

that he is a firm believer in the Christian religion ; that he has never before applied 
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for the Orders of Knighthood ; that he is desiroas of receiving the Orders of 
Knighthood, conferred in yoor Commandery, and, if found worthy, promisee to 
conform to the ancient usages and cnstoms of the Order. 

I was bom pn the day of , A. D. , in the of ; my occu- 
pation is that of ; and my place of residence is . 

{Sign your name in full.) 

Presented by Sir Knights, 

All of which is courteously submitted. 

HUGH MoCURDY, 
WILLIAM B. WILSON, 

Committee. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 

Sir Rev. Francis A. Blades, Grand Prelate, Chairman of the Special 
Committee to whom was referred tJiat part of the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander's address referring to exchange of courtesies of Subordinate 
Commanderies, submitted the following report, which, on motion, 
was accepted and adopted : 

To the R. E. Grand Commander, Officers and Members of the Grand Commandery 
K. T. of Michigan: 

Your Committee to whom was referred so much of the address of the R. E. 
Grand Commander as pertains to the exchange of Subordinate Commanderies in 
visiting each others Asylums for the purpose of exemplifying the work of the 
Order, and exchanging fraternal courtesies, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and beg leave to report that they fully endorse the views expressed by the R. 
E. Grand Commander, and for the purpose of carrying out the same by this Grand 
Commandery, submits the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That it is the judgment of the Grand Commandery that these ex- 
change visits of Subordinate Commanderies for the purpose of exemplifying the 
work, and for social fraternal courtesies, are hereby recommended. 

Resolved, That we recommend that in these exchange visits, that the visiting 
Commandery shall pay their own railroad expenses and hotel bills, and the visited 
Commandery in any hospitality extended, shall keep themselves within the edicts 
of the Grand Commandery, and set an example of courteous hospitality without 
extravagance or unreasonable display. 

FRANCIS A. BLADES, 
FRANK HENDERSON, 
JAMES FINDLATER, 

Committee. 
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NEXT PLACE OF MEETING. 



On motion of Sir Charles F. Gibson, It was resolved a committee 
of three be appointed to recommend the next place of meeting of the 
Grand Ck)mmandery. 

The R. E. Grand Commander announced the following Sir Knights 
as members of that Committee : 

Sir Charles F. Gibson, P. E. C. 

Sir Henry F. Hastings, Gen. 

Sir E. M. Adams, P. E. C. 

RESOLUTION. 

Sir Eugene Robinson, Grand Captain General, offered the following 
resolution, which was accepted and adopted : 

Resolved, That at the next AnnnAl Conclaye all membera be required to ani- 
f orm in Fatigne, consiBting of coat, cap, sword, belt and gloves. 



Sir Charles F. Gibson, Chairman of the Special Committee on next 
place of meeting, submitted the following report, which, on motion, 
was accepted and adopted : 

To the R. E, Orand Commander, Qfflcera and Membera of the Orand Commandery 
K.T.of Michigan: 

Your Committee to whom was referred the question of recommending a 
place for holding the next Annual Conclave, woold most respectfully report that 
they received but two invitations, one from Detroit and one from Bay City. The 
great modesty of the Committee, one being from Bay City, excluded their voting 
in favor of Bay City, and the very cordial invitation from Detroit Commandery, 
through their Committee, Sir Knights Blades and Findlater, and the very generous 
promises made by said Committee, assuring your Committee that this Grand Body 
would receive such a reception here next year as it never had received— in fact, 
greater than it will be entitled to — in view of all these facts, your Committee 
would recommend the City of Detroit as the place of holding our next Annaal 
Conclave. 



NEXT PLACE OF MEETINO. 



CHAS. P. GIBSON, 
H£NBY F. HASTINGS, 
E. M. ADAMS, 



Committee, 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

Sir Garra B. Noble, P. G. C, oflfered the following resolutions, 
which, on motion, were accepted and adopted : 

Boaolved^ That Sir McGregor, Grand Sentinel, be paid the som of fifteen dol- 
lars ($15) for his sendees daring the present session of this Grand Body. 

Beaolved, That the Grand Recorder be paid the snm of three hundred dollars 
($300) for services daring the past year, and that he be instructed to have the asaal 
number of the Proceedings of this Grand Conclave printed and distributed in ac- 
cordance with our usual custom, and he is hereby authorized to draw his warrant on 
the Grand Treasurer for the several amounts necessary to carry out the foregoing 
resolutions. 



On motion of Sir George E. Pantlind it was resolved that we now 
proceed to the election of officers for the ensuing year. 



The R. E. Grand Commander appointed as tellers the following Sir 
Knights: 

Sir Varnum B. Cochrane, 

Sir George E. Pantlind, 

Sir Chauncey Waterbury, 
who, after a careful count of the ballots, announced the following Sir 
Knights duly elected to the several named offices of this Grand Com- 
mandery for the ensuing year. 



Sir Herman N. Moore, Grand Rapids, R. E. Grand Commander. 

Sir R. Allen Hall, Coldwater, V. E. Dep. Grand Commander. 

Sir William S. Lawrence, Kalamazoo, E. Grand Generalissimo. 

Sir Eugene Robinson, Detroit, E. Grand Capt. General. 

Sir Rev. Francis A. Blades, Detroit, E. Grand Prelate. 

Sir Thomas H. Williams, Jackson, E. Grand Senior Warden. 

Sir Charles P. Bigelow, Grand Rapids, E. Grand Junior Warden. 



RESOLUTION. 



TELLERS APPOINTED. 



GRAND OFFICERS. 




ANNUAL CONCLAVE 



Sir H. Shaw Noble, Munroe, E. Grand Treasurer. 

Sir William P. Innes, P. G. C, Grand Rapids, Grand Recorder. 

Sir John A. Gerrow, Marshall, E. Grand Standard Bearer. 

Sir William G. Doty, Ann Arbor, E. Grand Sword Bearer. 

Sir Edward C. Smith, Pontiac, E. Grand Warder. 

Sir Alexander McGregor, Detroit, E. Grand Sentinel. 

Sir H. B. Roney was appointed Grand Organist. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Sir A. A. Dorrance offered the following resolution, which, on 
motion, was accepted and adopted. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Orand Commandery be and are hereby ten- 
dered Detroit Commandery No. 1 for their courteouB and Knightly entertainment 
extended to this Grand Body daring the present Conclaye. 

Sir Charles F. Bock offered the following resolution, which, on 
motion, was accepted and adopted : 

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred and eighty-two and 67-100 dollars be 
and is hereby appropriated to recompense B. E. Grand Commander Jessa E. Sax- 
ton for traveling expenses incurred daring the past year. 

Resolved^ That the Grand Becorder be instnicted to prooore and present to 
Sir Saxton an appropriate P. G. Commander's jewel as a mark of the Knightly 
feeling entertained for that officer by the members of the Grand Commandery. 

INSTALLATION OP OFFICERS. 

The R. E. Grand Commander, Sir Jessa Sexton, proceeded to in- 
stall the Grand Officers elect, and called upon Sir Salmon S. Mathews, 
P. G. C, to act as Grand Marshal, who, after the installation made 
proclamation thereof, and the officers took their respective stations. 

CLOSING. 

The E Grand Recorder announced that there was no further busi- 
ness to come before the Grand Commandery, whereupon the R. E. 
Grand Commander, Herman N. Moore, proceeded to close the Grand 
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Commandery in Ample Form^ Divine Benediction being invoked by the 
Sir Knights, who were led in solemn devotion by the Grand Prelate. 

HEMAN N. MOORE, 

^^^j^^^/ \ VT'^'^CQ^'V -R- ^- Grand Commander. 




Attest : 



WM. P. INNE8, 

Grand Recorder. 



The next Conclave will be held on the Second Tuesday in May 
next, being the 12th day of May, 1885, commencing at the hour of 10 
o*clock, A. M., at the Asylum of Detroit Commandery No. 1, in the city 
of Detroit. 
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" To live in hearts we leave behind is not to die." 
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BELOVCO DEAD 
lfl»t«TCR 
JURISillCTlONS. 



"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." 
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To the Grand Gommandery Knights Templar of the State of Mich- 
igan: 

Your Committee on Correspondence, jiccording to custom, beg to 
present their review of the transactions of the following Sister Grand 
Jurisdictions : 



Arkansas. 

Alabama. 

Canada. 

California. 

Colorado. 

Georgia. 

Illinois. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Louisiana. 

Minnesota. 



Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island. 



Missouri. 
Maryland. 
Maine. 
New York. 
North Carolina. 
Nebraska. 
New Jersey. 
Ohio. 

Pennsylvania. 

Texas. 

Tennessee. 

Vermont. 

Virginia. 

W, Virginia. 

Wisconsin. 



The following States fail to appear in review, their proceedings not 
having reached your committee at the time of going to press: Con- 
necticut, Indiana and New Hampshire. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 



Tlie proceedings of the Grand Encampment has failed to reach us. 
We are therefore without official notice of what the body did not do. 
This Grand Body appears to your committee as the wicked man said he 
was to the religious world. He said he was the best kind of an Episco- 
palian. " He did those things he ought not to do, and left undone those 
things he ought to have done." So with this Grand Body. It did a 
good deal of " you scratch me and I will tickle you " business among 
themselves, but nothing that we can find for the good of the Order. 

But we must be patient until the ambitious ones receive their re- 
ward in offices. Then may we look for the day of deliverance from a 
Grand Body from which the Order derives no benefit. (These are our 
private sentiments.) 

We regret very much that, through the Report on Correspondence, 
Louisiana and Maryland are, as it were, " at outs.*' This comes from 
what is considered by Louisiana as a too sharp criticism of her actions. 

We have repeatedly expressed our opinion that reporters had better 
say too little than too much. 

The best way, in our opinion, is to quote from the Jurisdictions, 
and let each form their own opinions. Sometimes it may do to depart 
from this line, but " you better look very well out " or somebody will 
get mad all over and shut you out. When we say anything, ever so lit- 
tle, but sharp, we apologize as we go along. " He that runs away," etc., 
etc. But to the review, which we take up alphabetically. 
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The Eleventh Annual Conclave was held in Little Rock, commenc- 
ing 8th May, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 

Sir Andrew J. Thompson, Grand Commander. 
Sir James Austin Henry, Grand Recorder. 

By the records we find three Chartered Commanderies and two U. D. 
represented, and we note the presence of four Past Grand Commanders 
—quite a showing of P. G.. Cs for the number of Subordinates. 

With the transactions of 1883 we are favored with those of 1875. 
While we are glad to receive them, we are at a loss to understand the 
why and the wherefore. Arise, Sir Henry, and explain. 

GRAND COM^ANDEB'S ADDBB88. 

The Grand Commander, in opening his address, says: 

It gives me pleasure to bid yoa welcome to this the Eleventh Annual Conclave 
of the Grand Gommandery of Arkansas. We meet again after a longer interval 
than nsoal, and I tmst our delibecatioiis may result in increased prosperity to the 
Order to which it is oar pride and pleasure to belong. During the period that has 
elapsed since onr last Grand Conclave, Templar Masonry has participated in the 
general prosperity which has reigned Uironghont the country, onr numbers having 
been considerably increased by the creation of new members, as will more fully 
appear by the reports in the hands of the Grand Recorder, and I am glad to report 
that peace and harmony have prevailed among the fraternity throughout this juris- 
diction. My official acts have been few, and for the most part unimportant. 

CLOSING. 

And in parting with the Sir Benights thus addresses them : 

And now, Sir Knights, permit me to thank you sincerely for the high and un- 
deserved honor conferred upon me in electing me Grand Commander, and for the 
uniform kindness and conrtesy with which I have been treated during my term. 
Whatever may be the actual result, I have always endeavored so to govmi my ac- 
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tioDB that I might transfer to my Bnccesaor the high office conferred npon me as 
pnre and onsnUied as I received it. In conclnsion, it is my earnest hope that we 
may, one and all, so follow ont in onr daily lives the great lessons we have learned 
nndei the banner of the cross, that when onr earthly pilgrimage is ended, and our 
mortal bodies are laid in the tomb, onr immortal sonls may be permitt.ed to join 
the blessed Immannel in His Heavenly Kingdom. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

The proceedings are brief and local. This Jurisdiction numbers 
but 216 Sir Kniglits, just one-third of whom have been created since 
last Grand Conclave. 

POKEIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

No Report on Correspondence. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

Sir William Henry Harrison Clayton, Port Smith, elected Grand 
Commander. 

Sir James Austin Henry, Little Rock, re-elected Grand Recorder. 



The Twenty-Third Annual Conclave was held in Montgomery, com- 
mencing 16th May, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 
Sir Daniel Smith, Grand Commander. 
Sir Daniel Sayre, Grand Recorder. 
Eight Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Two Past Grand Commanders present. 

GRAND COMMANDER'S ADDRESS. 

The Grand Commander opens his annual address as follows : 

These annnal gatherings serve as mile-posts along the pilgrimage of life, at 
which we are permitted by an all-wise Providence to panse and review the past, and 
take connsel for the fntnre. 
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Then let ns endeavor to so profit by this inspection of the past that we may 
avoid its errors, and so improve npon that which we find to commend, that when 
we shall meet again in Annual Conclave, we may find nothing in onr transactions 
here, or during the year to come, that will not bear the closest scmtiny, not only of 
onr friends, but snch as shall extort even from the enemies of onr Order their 
Umdest praise. 

That so many of ns are permitted to assemble aronnd onr altar to offer up 
oblations to onr Supreme Grand Commander is subject for thanksgiving to Him 
who " ordereth all things well," but when we look around, and find our ranks bro- 
ken—that some whose faces have been so familiar to us in the past are not hero, 
whose " term of penance has indeed ended," whose last obligation has been as- 
sumed, and whose last duty on earth has been performed, our hearts are filled with 
sorrow, and our heads are bowed down with grief. 

DECEASED Sm KKIGHT. 

In referring to the death of Sir Oliver Sturges Beers, Past Senior 
Warden of the Grand Commandery, he says : 

In his Masonic life we have a beautiful illustration of the teachings and spirit 
of onr Order. 

The mystic sword of his advice; assistanco and protection was ever ready to 
leap from its scabbard in the defense of the innocent, the distressed and the help- 
less. His ear and his purse were always open to the cries of the distressed and tlio 
wants of the needy, and that the generous impulses of his nature fitted him as an 
exemplar of our sublime Mysteries, the widow and the orphan proclaim in language 
more eloquent than I can command. 

Nor is onr bereavement confined to our own jurisdiction, for we are called 
upon to sympathize with our sister State of Iowa, which has lost, in the death of 
Sir Knight Robert Farmer Bower, one of her brightest jewels. 

CONDITION OP THE ORDER. 

Of the condition of the Order the Grand Commander says: 

As the result of my visits and otlier intercourse with the Commanderies and 
Sir Knights of this State, I am happy to report that peace and harmony prevail 
throughout this Grand Jurisdiction; that, although our increase in members may 
not have been great during the jpast year, our Commanderies are most of them in a 
prosperous condition, and those seeking and gaining admission to our Order arc, 
OS they should 6e, of the best class of citizens; and that nothing has occurred to 
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disturb that harmony and brotiierly Ioto wbieh has herelDfore dbaiaoterlBed the 
Grand Commanderies with which this Grand Gommandery is in oorrespondsooe. 

DISTINGUISHBD YIBITOB. 

Sir Enighi Walter Lawrence Bragg, Representative of the Grand 
Master of the Grand Encampment of the United States, being announced 
as without the door, the R. £m. Grand Commander appointed P. G. 
Commanders William S. Foster and Stephen H. Beasley a committee to 
wait upon him and introduce him to the Commandery ; and he was in- 
troduced accordingly and seated in the East 

FBIZE DRILL. 

The Grand Commandery voted to appropriate the sum of one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars, as prizes to the best drilled Commanderies com- 
peting therefor at the next Annual Conclave. 

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

Sir Knight Daniel Sayre submits the Report on Correspondence. 
It is a neat, well-written and comprehensive review of the doings of 
twenty-nine Sister Grand Commanderies, Michigan for 1883 among the 
number, and in his review of us he gives much space to Sir Enight 
McCurdy's speech, delivered at our Encampment 

VIRGINIA. 

Under Virginia, Sir Sayre refers to a resolution adopted instructing 
their (Virginia's) representatives to the Grand Encampment to use their 
best efforts to repeal Chapter XXXII. of the Code of Statutes, and says : 

We do not know exactly what is intended by this resolution. The Gonstita- 
tion and Code of Statutes of the Grand Encampment of the United States is not 
divided into Chapters, but into Articles and Sections. The XXXII. Section of the 
Code has three divisions. 

The first declares that the Conncil Degrees are not necessary. 

The second declares that membership in Lodge or Cliapter is not necessary. 

The third declares that the loss of an arm or a leg disqualifies a petitioner. 

We should have no objection to the repealing of the first two, and the declara- 
tion that the Conncil Degrees are necessary; and that membership in Lodge, and 
Chapter and Coandl is necessary. But we are opposed to redndng the standard of 
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physical qualification of applicanta. Let ns haye whole men or none. Men with 
all their limbs and senseB abont them, as men ou^^ht to have. There are plenty of 
such, and there is no propriety in onr taking in any others. Let ns not offer a pre- 
miom for candidates. 



He closes his report as f oIIowb : 

And now, we have no more to say. We haye endeayored to give the Sir 
Knights of this Jnrisdiction an idea of how things are going on in general, so that 
they may keep np, if possible, with the rest of the world. They will see that the 
Order is universally prosperous, and that a sufficient number of new hands are 
coming in to recruit and fill up the vacuum made by those that are going out. 

There is, of course, a constant drain upon us. Some are getting tired, and 
allowing themselves to be suspended for non-payment of dues. That is bad. If 
they do not want any longer to keep up their standing in the Order, why not say so 
like men, take out dimits, lower their standards, and retire like soldiers who are 
weary of the battle, and go into seclusion? 

And then, again, some are falling by the wayside. The great monarch of the 
world, Death, is taking them by the hand, and introducing them into his domin- 
ions. He has a use for them, and when he sends out his summons all must obey. 
We know nothing of the future condition of the dead. It is a kindness, and not 
one of the least of those that a beneficent Creator has bestowed upon us, that He 
has not rolled up the curtain, and opened to our vision a glimpse of the condition 
of those who are constantly going before. But no matter. We know that He that 
doeth all things will do all things right; and even if He does do justly. His justice 
will be tempered with mercy. Let us not fear the future. Fear is a thing of which 
Templars— Templars especially— should know nothing. It is theirs to obey orders, 
and to obey them cheerfully. 

It is not for us to say that we have discovered the true philosophy of life. 
Perhaps we have not; but it is possible that we may have some glimpses of it; and 
in the hope that we have, we bid our confreres— ediea. 



CfLOSING. 



I 



OFFICEBS ELECTED. 



Sir Daniel Smith, Mobile, re-elected Grand Commander. 



Sir Daniel Sayre, Montgomery, re-elected Grand Recorder. 
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The Eighth Annual Assembly was held in the City of Ottawa, com- 
mencing 10th July, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 

M. E. Sir Knight % W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, Great Prior. 

R. E. Sir Knight % Daniel Spry, Grand Chancellor. 

The Grand Chancellor reported a constitutional number of Precept- 
ories represented, and the National Grand Priory was opened in ample 
form. 

ADDBBSS OP GREAT PRIOR. 

We ^ve full extracts from the address of Sir Moore. They are 
interesting and instructive, and cannot fail to benefit all who read them : 

To nnderstand the Templar ByBtem, as connected with Masoniy, in the British 
Dominions, it mnst be looked at from quite another standpoint liian that of " Free 
and Accepted Masonry " of the present day. 

The real and tme meaning of Spiritual "—or specnlatiye— Masonry is widely 
different from its commonly accepted definition of the term, and this is of much 
importance to a proper knowledge of the subject. 

The words " Mason " and " Masonry," according to the oonstniction put upon 
them by the wise and devoat of former times, who, looking to its tnie and sacred 
signification, never contemplated its being applied or having reference to edifices, 
boilding material works, or anything of that kind whatever. The words are 
chdmed to be cormptions of other words derived from the compound Greek word 
*^ MesouraniCt'^ the meaning of which is " Waiters^ or Seekers in the Temple^^ or 
those who "waited to hear Divine troths proclaimed."* 

♦The word " Mesonranie " is derived from two Greek words, viz: " Meso " and 
" Onranie;" bnt the sound is corropted, and is made " Masonry." The meaning, 
applying itself strictly, not to Solomon^s Temple, or any other earthly or material 
building, bnt to the spiritual building (man), which is constantly progressing and 
preparing, as '* Stones for the Temple not made with hands eternal in the heavens." 
Another interpretation has been given to it by some authors, viz: "I dwell in the 
midst of heaven." This interpretation, when connected with the other, makes it 
only the more pointed^and impressive— the one being " Waiters " or " Seekers "— 
the other the resolt of that waiting or seeking, viz: ** Heavenly vision, or enjoy- 
ment, as a result." 

If, on examining the subject, we turn to the religious symbol teaching, the 
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The true Mason, then, may be regarded as an aspirant after immortality, and 
a deyont worshiper of the Triune God— the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; a 
lover of pure wisdom and truth, its tme mysteries being onfumished with any type 
or character bat those which anciently related to the worship of the Triune God, or 
conduced to the great objects of moral instruction. But the Masonry of to-day, 
called since the revival and revision of 1717 " Free and Accepted," is a totally dis- 
tinct matter, with which the simple and beautiful religious early symbol teaching 
has nothing to do. 



During the whole of the Dark Ages human learning was confined to the 
" Monasteries," there being but few who could read or write, and in the early cen- 
turies of Christianity the "Benedictine" Order of Monks was the repository of 
every branch of science and education. To them it is conceded, and it is well 
kuQwn by all who have examined the subject, that the Order was pure, as far as the 
leading doctrines of Christ were concerned. To them we are indebted for the 
preservation of the Sacred Mysteries which existed and flourished centuries before 
the Christian era, and whose symbols and ceremonies taught the doctrines of time, 
death, immortality and redemption, containing the knowledge of the undivided 
personality of the Holy Trinity, the manifestation of the Redeemer God-Man, the 
Atonement, the Resurrection of the body, and man^s responsibility. 

It was exclusively the " Benedictines," and later still the " Cistercian " Order 
of Monks, who employed themselves in architecture, many extensive buildings 
being erected by the Monks, assisted by the lay brothers and servants. The Abbots 
designed the plans for the churches, convents and monasteries. Lay brothers who 
dwelt within the circle of the Monastic Associations, and who assisted the Monks 
in the erection of religious houses, in the course of time formed similar Associa- 
tions among themselves, and from these latter sprang the Independent Lodges of 
German Stone Masons of the twelfth and fourteenth centuries. 

On the commencement of the great Christian Reformation the taste for ex- 
mechanical, material portion stares us in the face, and becomes an obstacle in the 
way; then, if we turn to the material part, and trace it back to its birthplace, we 
find ourselves left with nothing but the silent, expressive symbols of religious 
truth, and inquire, with solicitude, what have we to do with these if our Institution 
is a band of mechanics, or what have the simple, beautiful emblems to do with 
bricks and mortar? It is not until ligM dawns on us concerning the real meaning 
and import of these things that we awake to consciousness, verifying the blessed 
word, "And the light shineth in darkness, but the darkness comprehendeth it 
not." 



THE ORDER OF THE BENEDICTINES. 
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tensiye church buildings began to pass away, and the Ecclesiastical Orders to aban- 
don their zeal for architecture. 

The architects or builders, originally trained and educated by the Benedic- 
tines," gradually withdrew from the Monastic communities, and by degrees lost 
the main character of the Order. Their technology had become obsolete, and in 
place of the holy and sacred truths that had built them up, their whole attention 
was turned to architecture. After the Bef ormation, when church building ceased 
almost entirely, the Stone Masons degenerated to the level of ordinary Craftsmen. 
So, also, in the course of time, the ceremonial, forms and usages— now no longer 
understood— lost by degrees their peculiar signilicance, and in many places the 
Builders abandoned their Lodges and affiliated with the "Guilds** of ordinary 
Masons. Yet some of the ancient ceremonies were always retained and preserved, 
BO that at the establishment of the present system, their customs and usages were 
still in existence, and only required a different and new explanation. At the pres- 
ent day we have no authentic documents which refer to the organization of the f ra^ 
temity during the most flourishing periods of its existence. It was only when the 
ancient forms had commenced to decay, and the true comprehension of the mean- 
ing of its ancient ritual, usages and discipline had began to die away, that the 
fraternity felt the necessity of preventing a total extinction by re-establishing the 
ancient landmarks.* 

Until this period. Masonry was purely and pointedly Christian, and altogether 
Trinitarian. Although the new system was generally adopted, there appears to 
have been some who, being in partial possession of the old doctrines, taught them 
apart from the new ones, which at the time caused some disturbance, but the system 
of Hiram " Masonry prevailed, and is the " Free and Accepted '* Masonry of to- 
day, with many alterations, but still in spirit the same.f 

*In the year 1717 there were but four old Lodges in London, when the revival 
of Masonry took place, and the revision of the work fell into the hands of Drs. An- 
derson and Desauguilers. In 1721 the work was apparently completed in two 
degrees— E. A. and F. C— rejecting the doctrine of the Trinity, and making the 
Institution cosmopolitan, adopting the plan of the universal Fatherhood of God; 
and it is clearly demonstrated that the Third degree was made up by them after 



fin the beginning of the seventeenth century persons who were not operatives 
began to unite with the Free Masons," and were distinguished from the vxtrking 
Masons by the denomination of " Accepted Masons." By the year 1702 the Lodges 
decreased, and finally fell into oblivion. It is related by historians that, previous 
to 1717, so low had Masonry fallen that it was a common thing in passing along the 
streets of London and Liverpool, particularly by the riverside, to observe large 



1721. 




CORRESPONDENCE. 



13 



OP THE TEMPLARS. 



We will now turn to the old religions and military Order of the " Knights 
Templar/^ which was another branch from the Benedictines, beginning with the 
" Poor Fellow Soldiers of Jesns Christ." They became a military Monastic Order 
for the protection of pilgrims, and sabseqnently joined in the wars of the Crosades. 
Like the " Stone Masons," they were in possession of the mysteries as far as each 
was entitled to receive them, but it was not denominated Masonry, being the true 
" Mesonranie." 

They undoubtedly had another ritual of reception, or initiation, into the 
usages and customs of Chiyalry, which was an outside matter, although in some 
measure retaining its symbolic teaching, based upon what they had received, but 
not the same as the mysteries, inasmuch as they have nothing in them authorizing 
war, bloodshed or violence of any kind. The Order had their profession, vows, 
degrees of preferment, discipline, punishments, and were strictly religious, Trini- 
tarian and severe. Chivalry being a thing "per «e." 

It is known, to all who have given the subject suiiicient thought and research, 
that the basis of the Order was kept tdways most sacred, and only imparted to a 
select few in their secret Conclaves. The secret ritual of these doctrines, I have 
every reason to believe, is still in existence, sacredly preserved and most securely 
kept. It is purely religious, and in perfect harmony with God's word, but not in- 
tended to be made public or used in common. Bom in the school of the prophets, 
preserved by them in the most sacred manner, yet forming the great work of their 
teachings, transmitted only to a small and select number— they reach us at the pres- 
ent day, not as a published system to call for the admiration or satisfy the curiosity 
of " the world," but to become a secret and unmentionable basis for teaching and 
reformation. 

painted signs placed over doors of ale-houses and sctilors" boarding-houses, with 
the words, Masons made here for twelve shillings." 

Investigation has clearly shown that the present system of degrees is compar- 
atively of modem origin, being totally unknown to tlie Craft at the time of the 
revival. Originally there was but one degree of initiation, and that an architectural 
one— the names E. A., F. C. and M. M. being only the designation of classes of 
workmen, and not degrees of initiation. The whole Society was composed only of 
" Fellows," who were received or initiated into the Craft. 

The first set of lectures known were arranged by Drs. Anderson and Desau- 
guilers, and made their appearance in 1730. Then, for the first time, we find a divi- 
sion into three degrees," and the legend of the master builder, Hiram, is one of 
its distinctive features— it was very short, and comprised the whole Third degree, 
evidently borrowed from certain tales in the "Jewish Targuniy" published in Lon- 
don, 1715, from a MS. in the University of Cambridge. 
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One thing is very certain, that it will never do to give indiecriminate pablicity 
to the Ancient Ceremonial. It would be treated with derision and scorn by the 



free-thinker and scoffer." Bach sacred troths are unfit for the idle and profane, 
for, it is painfcd to record, bnt no less trae, that there is not sufficient reverence for 
God^s word, for the inviolability of an oath amongst many professing members of 
the Order, who merely look upon it as a matter of recreation— a matter, of conrse. 



I have thus endeavored to show yon that the origin of the Templars and Boild- 
ers was from a common soorce— carrying with them the 8ame doctrines. 

The Templars, who were organized into a great military body, were suppressed 
five centories ago, but some of them uniting with the Order of St. John of Jeru- 
salem, their secret doctrines were preserved and introduced into various countries 
of Europe. 

We know but little of the actual system pursued by the Masonic Lodges " 
prior to 1717, or their connection with Templary, but it is one of the well-known 
legends of the Society that, after the suppression, a few of the Templars became 
mingled with the Architectural Fraternities; |Lnd it is recorded that as early as 1590 
a Lodge of Builders at Sterling, in Scotland, had a Templar Chapter attached to it, 
who were called ^* Crosa-Legged Masons^*^ and whose initiatory ceremonies were 
performed, riot in a room, but in the old Abbey, the ruins of which are still to be 
seen in the neighboiiiood. 

From the period of the Reformation, the combined Orders of the Temple 
and Hospitallers of St. John," in Scotland, appear only as belonging to the Ma- 
sonic Society. 

In England, after the establishment of the revised system of Masonry (1717), 
there is not a doubt but that many of the brethren, dissatisfied with the radical 
changes, held meetings amongst themselves teaching the old doctrines; and in ihe 
middle of the last century these meetings assumed the form of a revival of the 
Chivalric Templars, imitating their ancient ceremonies and usages. 

In these Templar Lodges, or Encampments, as they were called, which first 
appeared in the South of England about 1750, and subsequently spread to the North, 
the question of the legitimacy of the " Templar and Ancient Masonic " doctrines 
was fully believed and participated in. 

The object of this imitative revival of the old Order has led to our present sys- 
tem, and appears to have been intended to keep alive the true Christian and Trini- 
tarian character of Freemasonry, so completely absorbed by the universal and 
accepted system. Careful investigation and research require us to abandon the 
direct descent theory of British Templary from the Ancient Knights, which cannot 
be satisfactorily sustained, further than to show that the doctrines of the Old Order 
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are stUl intact, and form the basis of onr modem system. A recent able writer of 
onr Older says, and to the trnth of which we mast agree, " That there is no actual 
connecting link between the Old Ghiyalric Orders of the Templars and St. John 
with oar present system, and as the Mediieyal Goilds of the past are related to the 
present Masonic Body, so does oar United Orders of the Templars and Malta 
perpetoate, in a similar manner, the teachings, the aims and the attributes of the 
most powerful and celebrated religioas Confratemitiee the world ever saw."* 

It has been argued that the weak point, when endeayoring to show that Temp- 
lary and Freemasonry had a common origin, is the complete absence of any allusion 
to the Templar Order in England earlier than the middle of the last century. But 
it must be borne in mind that this only refers to its connection with the *^ Free and 
Accepted Masonry " of the reviyal, a totally different organization, having no direct 
or indirect, original connection with the Templar Order. It had some little con- 
nection in 1717, the membere in common being deriyed from the Benedictines." 

Our system of the " United Orders " is understood to represent, or imitate, the 
Beligious and Military Fraternities of Medinyal times, following their doctrines 
and practices as nearly as possible. 

In the ceremony of a reception, we adhere closely to the yarious rules and 
rituals, which have been preserved, as well as the' distinctive costumes. The sym- 
bolic teaching is unquestionably derived, in some degree, from the Sacred Mys- 
teries "—mutilated, to be sure, and greatly obscured, but still manifest; and I am 
satisfied that the British system approaches nearer the truth than anything 
practised. 

It is generally supposed that the Knights of St. John (Malta) had^o secret 
ritual. I am fully persuaded that they had, and never could have lived so long 
together in harmony, and performed so many exploits, unless they were bound 



♦Certainly the Ancient Orders of the Templars was " not " perpetuated— in 
such bodies as the early Encampments of Manchester, in England, chartered by 
" Dermott's " Grand Lodge of 1744, principally consisting of mechanics, giving so- 
called Templar degrees for 2s. 6d.; and for some time also conferred, in Scottish 
and Irish Craft Lodges of the last century, one Lodge in, Scotland " selling " to 
another Lodge the right to confer the degrees to another Lodge for twenty " 
shillings (20b.). 

It does not appear that there was any national organization in England until 
" Dunkerly " gathered the different bodies together under his Presidency, with no 
other " right " than that he had been elected Chief of an Encampment of Templars. 

To the German scholar, a very excellent exposition of the " Ancient Templar 
Order " is found in a highly cultivated work published by Bishop Munter, in Copen- 
hagen, about " seventy yean " since. The modem histories of the Templars are ail 
superficial, and do not " amount to much. 
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together by the strongest ties. After the anion with the disperBed Templars, they 
certainly were in poeeeeaion of the secret doctrines of that Order, and by them 
transmitted to the present day. Those who have reoeiyed it haye neyer published 
it, but haye stadionsly and sacredly concealed it, knowing it would only be derided 
by the scoffer and freethinker. At the same time, they haye neyer ceased to pro- 
mulgate its doctrines boldly. The eyidence of its troth is to be f oond in Scotland, 
Ireland, Denmark, Germany, Italy and Palestine to-day. It is a thing that neyer 
can be learned from history; bat, after haying reoeiyed it, it becomes an easy mat- 
ter to find the eyidence of its trath.* 



Haying thas endeayored to explain oar Templar system, it is important to 
point oat that of the United States. 

When the Templary was first introdaoed into America from Great Britain and 
Ireland in 1769, it was then looked upon as an honorary Chiyalric degree, attached 
to Lodges and Chapters to preserye the recollection of the connection originally 
said to exist between the old Society of Bailders and the Templars of the Cra- 
sadee, also to perpetuate the doctrines they deriyed in common through the 
"Benedictines." 

These Templar Lodges or Encampmentn appear to haye entirely died out, and 

*As an argument against there being a secret ritual of the Mysteries, it has 
been brought forward that history does not mention it! But it must be recollected 
that the old Monastic Military Orders were originally composed of purely religious 
men. The idea of an order of that kind grew out of the religion they professed, 
and the peculiar state of the times called this religion into existence, and it was 
constructed into this form. They were Monks, and their Orders had existed for 
centuries before the " Temple Order was thought of. The Crusades sprang up, 
and history informs us of its results, and the Order of the Templars. They were 
noticed by historians, but the knowledge of this history did not extend beyond the 
fact that they were Monks, and, as such, took upon themselyes the care of ihe sick 
and the defence of poor pilgrims. Outside this, history does not concern itself, or, 
as to whom they were, from whence they came, or to what, or from whence they 
deriyed. All that history could procure concerning them is fully set forth; but the 
basis, the motiye, or ground of faith, were hidden things, and the effort to find out 
from history these things will eyer be a failure. It is on this account that there is 
so much ignonmce concerning the ** Sacred Mysteries " among historians. In Den- 
mark, H. M. King Christian is Grand Master of the Order, and has frequently pre- 
sided, to whom is known the ancient secret ritual, which la most carefully preseryed 
—being only conferred in full on a select few. All connection between it and Mod- 
em Free and Accepted Masonry is repudiated, and it has nothing to do with the 
system pursued in Sweden. 
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were replaced by so-called Templar degrees conferred by Deputy Inspectois of the 
Charleston Consistory of the " Rite of Perfection," comi>osed principally of mem- 
bers of the Jewish persuasion. 

In 179^ self-created bodies were formed, and the degrees conferred in Blue 
Lodges, it being at that time considered legitimate to work any degree allied to 
Masonry, under the authority of the Warrant. 

Subsequently, Templary was altogether remodeled and changed to form an in- 
tegral part of the American Bite of Freemasonry," discarding all semblance of 
its Chivalric character. 

In 1814 the Bef ormed Templar Bite was established by the " Cemeau " Grand 
Consistory, revising a complete system or ritual of work, which was received and 
became the adopted system, retaining the Trinitarian Christian character of the 
Order. 

But of late years, latitudinarian views of Christianity have prevailed, allowing 
all men to follow the dictates of their own convictions and preconceived ideas, as 
opposed to the orthodox doctrines of the Church at large, hence they have consti- 
tuted a quasi Military-Christian-Masonic system, under the name of Knights Tem- 
plar, without any of its characteristics or well-defined Christian basis, it being 
understood that it was not the intention to perpetuate Mediaeval Knighthood, but 
to adopt its externals for public parades and pageantry, identifying its doctrines 
with that of Universal Freemasonry. 

********* 



I have been somewhat surprised at the extraordinary misconception there ap- 
pears to exist about the Order of Malta— one writer, in the Foreign Correspondence 
reports, asserting that it was a fraud to introduce it in connection with Templary. 
This remark may be correct as regards the American system, but is a strange perver- 
sion of historic facts, for there is not a shadow of a doubt that the ceremonies of 
our Templar Order have been preserved and handed down to us through "The 
Order of St. John," and it is from the combined or United Orders of the ** Temple 
and Malta " that our modem system is derived, in which connection is shown to 
have always existed since the suppression of the Templars. If the assertion was 
made in reference to the " Bed Cross " or " Babylonish Pass " of the American Bite, 
it would be true, that being a " Persian " and Jewish degree, having no reference 
whatever to the Christian Orders of Chivalry. 

A connection did exist between the old Templars and the " Bed Cross " of the 
" Constantinian Order of St. George," which a former Grand Master of the Modem 
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English Templars (Jadge Waller Rodwell Wright), some sixty years ago, endeav- 
ored to establish in Malta; and to whose exertions at the amalgamation of the 
English Craft Grand Lodges, in 1813, is dae the clause in the Articles of Union ad- 
mitting an alliance between the Orders of Chivalry and the Craft. 

The only degree connected with our Ritual of Malta is that of the Mediterra- 
nean Pass," or Knight of St. Panl," and that is merely the preliminary part of the 
ceremonial of Malta. 

INFRINGEMENTS ON THE SACREDNESS OF THE BALLOT. 

It is with pain I feel called upon to notice reports and complaints made to me 
during the past year, of practices utterly at variance with all the principles of 
honor and teachings of Masonry, which I did not think it possible coold exist. I 
refer to i)erBonal disputes and ill-feeling prevailing in some Preceptories, whi(^ 
lias led to the underhand and most dishonorable action of taking advantage of the 
" Secret Ballot " to blackball all candidates brought forward, not from any fault as 
to their character or merits, but from personal dislike and spite towards the ruler 
of the Preceptory, or the individual member who proposed the candidate. Such 
acts are most base and unmanly, and if substantiated that individuals have boasted 
that they did so, or intended to do so, subject the offenders to be ignominiously ex- 
pelled, and not tolerated in any society. 



I do not intend, nor am I prepared, to join in any controversy or disputes 
which at present disturb the harmony and is fast destroying the amity of the Ma- 
sonic system in Canada, by giving the preference to one rite or degree more than 
another, or to please the fancy or prejudices of the thoughtless. 

The most judicious course appears to be that of non-interference; tiiese rites 
and degrees professing, as they do, to be founded on Masonry. If good, they will 
live; if not, die; but opposition only keeps them alive if bad. The spread and 
desire for so many new degrees, so eagerly sought after, only proves the great fact, 
viz: " That the human mind, when left to its own guidance, is far more captivated 
with baubles and external decorations than with plain, homely, simple truths." 
One great objection to this multiplication of degrees and rites is the number of 
useless OB'S they entail, for no defined or useful purpose, but tending a good deal 
to a flippant and irreverent use of GtKL's word offensive and injurious to religion, 
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besides engenderix^g a feeling of exclnsivenesB toDrards the regular degrees of the 
Craft, creating anything bat the cosmopolitan liberal views which it is the object 
of Masonry to inculcate. Masonry is supposed to be a Brotherhood of affection and 
kindly sympathy; without it, what pleasure can there be in belonging to it? 

* • « « « « « « * 

ENFORCED MEMBERSHIP. 

I cannot understand or coincide with the views entertained and carried out by 
many in the '* High Grade" system, as regards membership. What can be more 
unjust and tyrannical, or contrary to all kindly Masonic fraternal feeling, than that 
exhibited towards a brother who, from peculiar circumstances, or private reasons, 
resigns all connection, and that with the consent of the body to which he belonged, 
and has his name struck off the roll of membership, but who afterwards joins a body 
of the same kind differently governed? On what grounds of right can the body he 
has left assert any claim to interfere with his actions and inclinations, and by the 
assumption of an unjustifiable authority, endeavor to injure his Masonic character, 
by professing to expel him from a society to which " he does not belong." It cer- 
tainly looks more like petty revenge for some supposed affront, than the more 
dignified course of " Masonic Charity," to pass over in silence a presumed fault as 
unworthy of notice. 

This system of denouncing ail who do not join in the opinions, and are opposed 
to the views of the Rulers that be, has in it more of the character of the " Inquisi- 
tion," than the charitable doctrines of cosmopolitan Freemasonry, and is particu- 
larly observable when objections are made to those joining other bodies of the same 
kind, who never were connected with them, thus asserting control over the right of 
freedom of thought and action. It is very evident that this pretentious attempt at 
exdusiveness and interference has been the main cause of the formation of so many 
Supreme Councils, the close borough system being repugnant to the feelings, gen- 
erally, of the Masonic Brotherhood, who would wish to see it thrown open to every 
good brother desirous of obtaining the degrees. 

Every Master Mason has a perfect right to judge for himself as to what rites 
and degrees in Masonry he may choose to join, or reject, and an equal right to sever 
all connection with them. 

The **mali origo " lies in this fancied superiority, interference and infringe- 
ment of established Masonic rights and usages— a false and narrow policy, the more 
ridiculous when we consider that, as a rule, in civil life, little or no honor is ac- 
corded to Masonic dignities, and the less conspicuous they are made, the more will 
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they be appreciated. No rank whatever is acknowledged ontside the Masonic 
world.* 



In my capacity of Great Prior, I consider I have a perfect right to act for the 
benefit of the Templar Order, without any interference or dictation whatever; and 
no right to drag in any prejadiced feelings from other Masonic bodies against any 
member of it, who may, in my jadgment, be considered worthy of preferment, and 
whom I know to be a good and faithful brother, standing np manfully for the Order, 
therefore deserving of distinction. I cannot help saying there appears a desire 

*It will not do to analyze the origin of the High Grade system too closely, or 
the nature of all the degrees, which is well expressed in the sentence: ** Non bene 
junet urum discordia semina rerum.^* Paganism, Judiaism and Christianity, the 
latter in some Jurisdictions sadly perverted, by the Universalists forming a Chris- 
tianity of their own. 

In the United States, the A. and A. S. R., 33® , is indebted to the phUosophical 
and scholarly researches, and undoubted Masonic knowledge, of Bro. Albert Pike, 
the Chief of the Southern Jurisdiction, who mainly brought the Rite into notice. 
Much also is due to the venerable Bro. Dr. Robert Folger of New York, now in his 
eighty-first year, whose Christian Trinitarian principles, and advocacy of them in 
Masonic circles, is well known. 

Dr. Folger^s history of the Rite is one of the most valuable published, although 
the disputes as to the authority and legitimacy of the different Supreme Councils 
has lately brought him under the ban of the Northern Jurisdiction, which he has 
fully explained in his published " Reply.** But these disputes of our neighbors are 
purely local matters, and had much better be settled amongst themselves without 
our interference. 

When the A. and A. S. Rite, 83 ^ , was introduced into England from the North- 
em Jurisdiction of the United States, in 1835, the arrangement of the system was 
materially altered, and numerous degrees not conferred, or even communicated. 
The Rite, commencing with the 18© , the Templar Rose Croix, proceeded at once to 
the 30© , the Templar Kadosh— passing over all intermediate degrees, considered of 
no account whatever— completing the Rite with the 31st, 32d and 33d degrees, two 
of the last being legislative. On the formation of the Supreme Council for Canada, 
in 1874, some of the other degrees were added. 

Our late lamented Bro. Harington, Chief of the Supreme Council, was in pos- 
session of nearly all the various *' Hants Grades," and was a devoted Templar, whose 
generous, large and great heart did not admit of any jealousy between the allied 
bodies founded upon Masonry. 

I record these remarks, as having the best right to speak plainly, that my views 
may not be mistaken, the A. and A. S. Rite, with other Rites and degrees, being 
introduced into Canada by me. I may add that when acting as Deputy Inspector- 
General, 33 o , for England, I initiated the present Ruler of the Supreme Council of 
Canada into the Rite, who is himself a Templar. 
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amongst a few to ignore Templary, and attempts have been made to preindice the 
Craft from joining it, as it is not necessary to be a Templar or Royal Arch Mason to 
gain access to the "High Grades**— a separate and distinct branch from the 
*' English Rite " of Freemasonry.* 

In the original form of the modem Templar Order in England, the Rose 
Croix ** (now the 18^ of the A. and A. B. Rite) was the one step above the Templar 
instaUation, followed by the Templar " Kadosh " (now the 30<=^ ). All Encampments 
of the Templar Order in England being qualified to give them, and the emblems 
were engraved on the certificates issued prior to 1851, some of which are now in my 
possession. 

INDEPENDENCE. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

To the M, E. the Great Prior of the National Great Priory of the Dominion of Can- 
ada^ now assembled: 

The Special Committee appointed at the last Annnal Assembly of the Great 
Priory, for the purpose of taking into consideration the question of the independ- 
ence of the National Great Priory of Canada, beg leave courteously and unani- 
mously to report that, with the consent and acquiescence of the M. E. the Great 
Prior, they recommend Great Priory to request and authorize the M. E. the Great 
Prior to prepare and forward to H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, the Supreme Grand 

*Thi8 antagonism is no new thing, for if we examine the old statutes of the A. 
and A. S. Rite, 33 in England, it will be found that so averse were the Supreme 
Council when it was first established and the Rose Croix and Kadosh of the Templar 
Order transferred to it, of holding any connection or alliance, that the candidates 
at the time of being admitted to the Rite were allowed to wear the jewels of any 
Masonic rank they had obtained, excepting that of the Templars. The idea being 
to absorb Templary into the Rite and reduce the number of Masonic degrees, but 
this, as well as the subsequent attempt to change the Templar system into the mock 
belief of Chivalry," where chivalric notions do not exist, was also a failure. In 
Canada this exclusive system will not do. What might be done, and what was sug- 
gested to me a few years ago by one of the most learned and reliable authorities of 
the Rite in the United States of America, was an alliance Masonically between the 
British system of Templary and the A. and A. S. Rite, 33®, in Canada. Thus, a 
Frater of the Temple to rank equal with the 33® , or Kadosh; a Preceptor with the 
82® ; Provincial Priors and Great Officers with the Supreme Council 33® . A union 
of this kind would tend more to establish a proper Masonic feeling of amity be- 
tween the old established and recognized Rites, and cement them together, than 
all the coercive measures and edicts it is so frequently considered necessary to 
adopt. 

J 



Digitized by Google 



OORBESPONDENCK. 



Master of Conyent General, an humble address, praying that Inasmnch as the 
Great Priory has this day nnammonsly declared in the reyision of its Statutes, its 
authority in and throaghoat the Dominion of Canada over all bodies of the Order 
of the Temple and appendant degrees; His Royal Highness the Grand Master will 
be graoionsly pleased to absolve this Great Priory, and all Officers and Fraters 
members thereof, from their obligations of fealty to him as Snpreme Grand Master, 
so that this Great Priory may be enabled folly and without doubt to affirm and 
maintain the position which it has taken upon itself as an Independent Great 
Priory of the Order of Knights Templar and appendant degrees, and at the same 
time gratefully to express their Knightly obligations to His Royal Highness and 
to Conyent General for all the courtesies and favors which they, as members and 
officers of the Temple in the Dominion of Canada, have heretofore received from 
His Royal Highness, and from all the officers of the Order in the United Kingdom; 
and also communicate their desire that the inter-jurisdictional relations of this 
Sovereign Great Priory toward the Sister Great Priories in England and Ireland, 
and the Chapter Genersd of Scotland, with the Sister Grand Encampment of the 
United States of America, and the Grand Commanderies of the several States, and 
with all Fraters throughout the world, be more intimate and binding than hereto- 
fore. And may the Most High evermore bestow His blessing upon us and upon all 
members of our beloved Order whithersoever dispersed. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

M. E. Sir Knight % W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, St. Johns, Quebec, 
Grand Prior. 

R. E. Sir Knight % Daniel Spry, Barrie, Ontario, Grand Chancellor. 



The Twenty-Fifth Annual Conclave was held in the City of San 
Francisco, commencing 12th April, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 



Sir Thos. Hubbard Caswell, Grand Recorder. 

Nineteen chartered Commanderies and three U. D. represented. 

Eleven Past Grand Commanders present 



Sir Charles Fayette Lott, Grand Commander 
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GRAND COMMANDER'S ADDRESS. 



The Grand Commander, in welcoming the Sir Knights, says : 

A quarter of a century has passed since ten yaliant and magnanimous Knights 
in Templar Conyooation formed this Grand Body, elected its officers and held its 
first Conclaye. There were t^en borne upon the rolls of the three Commanderies 
in this State, one hundred and thirty members, and to-day we number full sixteen 
^UTidred— which shows a creditable and steady increase of our membership, and a 
rapid disseminalion of the noble principles of our beloyed Order. 

The number of our Commanderies has increased from three to twenty char- 
tered Commanderies, with three organized and working under dispensation and 
asking for charters at this Conclaye, and one applicant to this Grand Body at this 
Conclaye for a dispensation to organize another. This, for our young State, is a 
rapid increase, and shows a prosperous and healthy condition of the Order of 
Chiistian Knighthood on our Western Shore. 



The following decisions, made by the Grand Commander, were ap- 
proved by the Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom they were re- 
ferred : 

One question asked by Nayal Commandery, No. 19, was, ** Whether, at their 
stated meetings, and in referring to the Order of the Temple, the Sir Knights were 
required to clothe themselyes in full Templar uniform?" This I answer affirma- 
tiyely. But at stated assemblies, it is a matter largely within the wise discretion of 
the Eminent Commander whether the requirement need be enforced. Howeyer, 
semper parattia " is the safest motto to foUow practically ; for, we must recollect, 
in our opening ceremonies the first order giyen directly to the Sir Knights is, " Sir 
Knights, clothe and equip yourselyes as Knights Templar." I haye been thus par- 
ticular in this matter for the reason that other Knights Templar, hailing from other 
and different Commanderies, haye on seyeral occasions asked the same question 
thus making it apparent that the requirement was not generally understood, and 
some haying the idea that the full uniform of a Knight is only intended for public 
parades and display drills. 

Another question came from Bodie Commandery: Whether the Eminent Com- 
mander can enforce an order on all the members of his Commandery for a field en- 
campment for drill? This I answered in the negatiye. The object to be attained was 
correct, and tlieir asylum was too small for t^e purposes desired; so I wrote the 
Eminent Commander that if his hall was too contracted for drill purposes he could 
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equip his Gommandery in fatlgae drees and lead ihem to the stxeet, public plaza, 
or any oonyenient BiK>t near by, for the porpoeee of drilL There can be no good 
objection to this coarse, and I see no need for a dispensation for snch oc^sasions. 

The question was asked by a Gommandery, whether it could legally make a 
donation of one dollar per capita^ of the members, to the Triennial Gommittee 
upon its application therefor? I answered this affirmatively, as it was to be used 
strictly within the law for Templar purposes. 

The question was asked by a Gommandery, whether a life member was liable 
to an assessment where the By-Laws proyided for its levy? This I answered in the 
affirmatiye, if it was not levied for social purposes or entertainment in which the 
Sir Knight did not, or would not, participate. 

RESOLUTION. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Readved^ That the first four officers elect of this Grand Gommandery be con- 
stituted a special committee to prepare a design, or designs, for a coatof-arms for 
this Grand Body; and the design adopted and approved by said officers shall be 
promulgated as the coatof-arms of the Grand Gommandery of Galif omia. 

Sir Theodore Sutton Parvin, V. E., Grand Recorder of the Grand 
Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States, by invitation of 
the R. E. Grand Commander, addressed the Grand Gommandery in most 
eloquent and stirring words. At the conclusion of his address the 
thanks of the Grand Gommandery were imanimously tendered to that 
eminent Knight and Mason, bt a rising vote. 

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

Sir Caswell, as usual, submitted the Report on Correspondence. It 
is, as is his *^ wont," kind and courteous," although he does rather 
think four years* absence by our sister. New York, should not be so. 
We feel perfectly satisfied our New York Sir Knights can satisfactorily 
explain matters. You are all good fellows. Don't get at the outs. 

Sir Caswell opens as follows : 

Twenty-nine in number, and comprising all the Grand Templar Bodies with 
which we are in correspondence, except Arkansas, New Hampshire, New York and 
West Virginia. Two of these, Arkansas and West Virginia, print ;.nly biennially, 
and this being their "off year" accounts for their absence from our files. New 
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Hampshire greets ns semi-occasionally, while New York is inyariably conspicaoos 
by her absence; and were it not for the occasional kind offices of a friend, who 
loans OS a copy of the proceedings when he is more fortunate than oorselyes in ob- 
taining one, the transactions of the Grand Commandery of New York would be a 
sealed book to ns. We do not wish to charge the Grand Recorder of New York with 
neglect or disconrtesy; the occasional failure of the proceedings to arrive might be 
overlooked, but for f oar consecative years we have failed to receive them in time 
for review, althongh we have persistently bombarded the Grand Recorder with pos- 
tal cards expressing onr wants. We now retire from that field of labor; Sir Knight 
Macoy may send or keep them as he pleases; bat we respectfully ask of the Chair- 
man of the Committee on Correspondence, Sir John W. Simmons, to send as a copy 
of the proceedings e&ch year for review, in order that our fraters of California may 
know what is going on in the great Jurisdiction of New York, and profit by the 
words of wisdom which annually drop from his pen. 



Michigan for 1882 is fraternally reviewed. He quotes " our Hugh's 
words of welcome to Grand Master Dean. 



His closing we give in full : 

Once more our annual task is completed, and we lay down the pen with a sigh 
of relief. The Templar host has passed in review before i«, and the result of our 
inspection is before you. We trust it may prove satisfactory; to us it is eminently 
so. From all quarters the signs of prosperity are apparent. The various topics 
which interest the Templar world are amicably and courteously discussed, and no 
bitterness or heart-burnings are yet apparent, from the full and free discussion of 
all these questions. Upon the tactical horizon has risen a small cloud, as yet " no 
bigger than a man's hand," which we hope will assume no larger proportions; but, 
under the benign influence of Knightly courtesy and forbearance, at the coming 
Triennial Conclave, be entirely dissipated-— apropos of the coming event. The time 
and the occasion upon which the reputation of the Knights of California for cour- 
tesy and hospitality is to stand or fall, is rapidly approaching, and already we hear 
from certain quarters a warning, like unto that which the Seer spoke to Lochiel: 



MICHIGAN. 



CLOSING. 



California, California, beware of the day. 

When the Eastern Knights meet thee in peaceful array; 

Remember Chicago— sad story to tell; 

After wasting thy substance, they^U wish thee in— well. 
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who's afraid? We shall do oar best to satisfy them, and the best can do no more. 
And here we wonld sound a note of warning to oar Eastern frateis Take no stock 
in the newspaper sqoibs anent lack of accommodations, etc.; they are entir^ nn- 
authorized, and without foundation. We haye all the facilities for accommodating 
doable the number which will probably come. We cannot giye you all a " bed with 
two rooms in it " in a first-class hotel, but we do guarantee comfortable quarters 
and good fare to all who may come. But, if we get upon triennial matters, we shall 
haye to write another report; so we will stop right here and leave such matters to 
the proper committees. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

Sir George Clement Perkins, of San Francisco, was elected Grand 
Commander. 

Sir Thomas Hubbard Caswell, San Francisco, re-elected Grand Re- 
corder. 

* 

The Eighth Annual Conclave was held in Denver, commencing 
Sept. 21st, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 

Sir Michael H. Fitch, Grand Commander. 
Sir Ed. C. Parmelee, Grand Recorder. 
Seven Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Three Past Grand Commanders present 

DECISIONS. 

The following decisions, made by the Grand Commander, were ap- 
proved : 

On June 2, 1888, the Eminent Commander of Mt. of the Holy Cross Com- 
mandery of Leadville, stated by letter that Sir S. McDowell, J. W., had removed 
from the State and desired a dimit, but that he did not see how it could be granted. 
I wrote him to grant the dimit if the Sir Knight was in good standing and his 
dues were paid. 

The Grand Commander of Mt of the Holy Cross Commandery No. 5 applied 
under date of July 5, 1883, for the privilege to act upon a petition for membership 
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prior to the expiration of the required six months from the date of a former rejec- 
tion of same applicant, on the ground that the member who had cast the only black 
ball at the preyioos ballot dimited and the applicant desired to visit San Francisco 
as a Knight in Aognst. I decided that the rejection of the applicant was perfectly 
legal and there was no good reason why he shoold not wait the usual period. 



Of the Grand Encampment the Grand Commander thus speaks : 

The most important event of the year has been thjB Triennial Conclave of the 
Grand Encampment of the United States, at San Francisco, commencing on the 21st 
day of Angostlast. Your Grand Commander and Deputy Grand Commander were 
present in person; the Grand Generalissimo and Grand Captain General were rep- 
resented by Sir Knight W. E. Greenlee and Sir Knight H. N. Banks, respectively, by 
proxy. Past Grand Commander H. M. Orahood was also in attendance. The most 
important action taken by the Grand Encampment was the adoption of a ritual of 
the work in the Order of Knights of Malta. This Grand Body will be furnished 
with an official copy of the work in due time, which is in both a long and short 
form. It is left discretionary with each Grand Commandery to make either one of 
the forms obligatory upon the Subordinate Commanderies. I think the short form 
will be found all that this Grand Body will care to burden the Subordinate Com- 
manderies with. The work of the Orders of the Bed Cross and Knights Templar is 
as much as the average Commandery can do well and as much as it has time to do. 
It would have been very gratifying if one evening had been set apart by the Grand 
Encampment for an exemplification of the Malta Bitnal, but there was nothing done 
except its adoption, and provision for its distribution in book form. 

The attendance of Knights from all parts of the Union at the Conclave was 
large. From Colorado there were sixty, forty-five of whom were in line on the 
20th of August in the grand parade, commanded by Past Grand Commander Ora- 
hood. Our headquarters were at the Grand Hotel, where a register was kept, not 
only of Knights from Colorado, but of all visitors, among whom were some of the 
most distinguished Knights in the country. 

PKOCEKDINGS. 

Proceedings very brief and of no general interest. 

KEPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE. 

Sir Harper M. Orahood, for the committee, submits the Report on 
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Correspondence. The review is indeed " Multum in Parvo." Thirty 
Jurisdictions are fuUy and fairly inspected, and all receive courteous 
notice, Michigan for 1883 among the number. In referring to our ac- 
tion on the uniform question, Sir Orahood says : 

The Gommittee on Uziiform made a report, fixing minutely the drees and 
mdform to be worn, which, after much diBCOSsion, was accepted and adopted, and 
action deferred thereon until after the seesion of the Grand Encampment of the 
United States in Aagost next, when, if no definite action is had and no uniform 
adopted by that Grand Body, the B. E. Grand Gommander is reqaested to promul- 
gate the proper order to carry into effect without delay the report of the special 
committee as adopted. We presume the order has been carried into effect. 

Correct, Sir Orahood ; the order has been carried out, and our pretty 
feathers are all in order. A State Grand Commandery that waits for the 
Grand Encampment to adopt a uniform system of work — in short any- 
thing of general utility to Templar Masonry, waits in vain. 



Of the General Grand Encampment, from notes "taken on the 
spot," Sir Orahood says: 

Our personal recollection of this event may not be very distinct. We do re- 
member various receptions, triumphal arches, and innumerable waving banners; a 
grand parade preceding the Gonclave to attend sendee at the Pavilion on Sun- 
day; a grand parade and review by the Grand Master the first day of the session; 
a grand parade and march to Golden Gtete Park to lay the comer-stone of the Ckir- 
field Monument; numerous excursions by rail and by steamers; sundry invitations, 
generally accepted, to banquets, breakfasts, dinners and suppers; headquarters of 
yarious city and Galifomia Gommanderiee, and others, with sumptuous entertain- 
ment; a most hearty and cordial greeting and welcome. 

We know that officers of the Grand Encampment were elected for the next 
three years; and that the next Gonclave is to be held in St. Louis. 

After some discussion a ritual of the Order of Knights of Malta was adopted, 
as reported by Sir Knight Garson. It comprises a long and a short form, the sub- 
stance being the same in each. Its use was made obligatory on all Gommanderies, 
they having the right to use either the long or short form, as may be convenient or 
desirable. This we deem an important matter and settles one vexed question. 

If anything else of importance in the way of needed legislation was accom- 
plished we failed to notice it. 
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Taken all in all, the Twenty-second Triejinial was a grand saccess, viewed in 
the light of the asoal proceedings of this angost body. 

********* 

Begarding the qnestionB tonched npon in closing last year, there has been bnt 
little change, and nothing new eyolved daring the past year. 
The Trinitarian Test still creates some discnssion. 

Uniform is discassed by nearly every Grand Commander, bat as a general 
mle no definite action has been taken. The tendency, we think, is toward not very 
strictly enforcing the reqairements now in the statute books, a compliance in gen- 
eral form, withoat insisting strennoosly on details, being safficient. 

Tactics and Drill.— This sabject has received a great deal of attention. There 
are almost as many systems as jorisdictions, and each is by the jnrisdiction that has 
adopted it, and by its anthor, considered the heat. The troth is they are very simi- 
lar, and are being made more so year by year, and any one of the leading systems, 
assidnoosly followed, will make a Gommandery proficient in tactics and drill. 

There have been no dissensions or discord daring the year. Peace and har- 
mony have prevailed. The reports of the proceedings of the varioos Grand Com- 
manderies show a healthy growth of oar Order. No decisions of importance have 
been made. Oar relations with all sister Grand Bodies have been and are of the 
most cordial and pleasant character. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

Sir Roger W. Woodbury, Denver, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir Ed. C. Parmelee, Georgetown, re-elected Grand Recorder. 

* 

The Twenty-Second Annual Conclave was held in Columbus, com- 
mencing 16th May^ A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 

Sir Wm. Samuel Rockwell, Grand Commander. 
Sir Samuel Pugh Hamilton, Grand Recorder. 
Seven Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Five Past Grand Commanders present. 
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The following resolution was passed at the opening of the Oon- 



Reaolved, That no Sir Knight be allowed to apeak more than twice upon the 
same sabject, and not to exceed fiye minatee eacli. 



The Grand Commander reported peace and harmony along the en- 
tire line, and as an evidence of it, says : 

I haye not been called on for any official decisions during the past year, and 
most therefore pay the Eminent Commanders in the Jurisdiction the compliment 
of supposing that they are all too well informed to require any advice or instmctipn 
—a most creditable and satisfactory condition of affairs. 



He concluded his address as follows : 

And now. Eminent Sir Knights, I return to you the gavel of authority which 
your too partial consideration committed to my keeping for the second time one 
year ago, and bid you officially farewell. The results of the past twelye months 
haye been most satisfactory to me, and I think, if we adhere to the course already 
adopted— that of lending our presence and support as a Grand Body to the smaller 
and weaker Commanderies ^t our Annual Gonclayes— it will result in great benefit 
to the Order in our Jurisdiction. Permit me then. Knights, to return my sincere 
thanks to one and all for the kindness with which I have eyerywhere met, and to 
express the hope that our deliberations at this time may redound to the interest 
and prosperity of our noble Order. 



The Chairman of the Committee on Correspondence reported, 
through Sir Wm. D. Liickie, that he was unable to perform the duties, 
and asked to be relieved. He was so relieved, and we are without the 
usual report from our sister Georgia. 



The following amendment to the Grand Commandery By-Laws was 
adopted: 
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Resolvedy That all edicts, statatee or legtOations of this Qiand Body, all arti- 
cles and sections of the Grand Constitation of the Grand Gommandery of Georgia 
relative to representation in this Grand Commandery by proxy, is, after the passage 
of this amendment, hereby repealed. 



Sir Wm. B. Young, Augusta, elected Grand Commander. 

Sir Samuel Pugh Hamilton, Savannah, reflected Grand Recorder. 



The Twenty-Seventh Annual Conclave was held in Chicago, com- 
mencing Tuesday, 23d Oct., A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 
Sir Henry Turner, Grand Commander. 
Sir Gilbert Wordsworth Barnard, Grand Recorder. 
Fifty-three Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Eleven Past Grand Commanders present. 



Grand Commander Turner, whose elegant likeness adorns the front- 
ispiece of " the book," makes his bow to the Sir Knights as follows : 

The smnmons to oar Annual Conclave, -with its nsnal results, calls the vigilant 
sentinels from the outposts, and in their congregating we recognize with pride the 
ever reigning spirit of loyalty to our glorious standard, which beams with untar- 
nished luster in the effulgent rays of unclouded day. 

We meet, that in our xmited capacity we may revise the past, inspect the pres- 
ent, and devise for the future. Of the past, carefully compile its voluminious rec- 
ords, and cautiously write in history only those words of wisdom which characterize 
progress, that in the development of the great future, no crude imperfections may 
appear to mar the symmetrical projwrtions and disturb the harmony of a complete, 
and perfect whole. 

Cautiously scrutinize the present, that no hasty ill-digested schemes are substi- 
tuted to replace those already in operation; which have been suggested with cau- 



OPPTCERS ELECTED. 



GIlAin> GOIOCANDER'B ADDRESS. 




82 



GOBBESPONDENGE. 



tion, adopted with wisdom, and when tried by time, haye the endorsement of usage. 

Let pradenoe, joined with carefol consideration, prevail in all oar deUbera- 
tions, with a determined tendency toward the yet nndeveloped wants and necessi- 
ties of oomin«r time, that oar written history may worthily become a land-mark for 
those who may sacceed ns. 



Of the peace and harmony within his Jurisdiction he says : 

Of oar own Jarisdiction, it affords me pleasare beyond estimate, to say that 
peace, holy peace, prevails throoghoat its length and breadth; an ezoessiTe abund- 
ance of all the good "the Qods can give." Truly, a Benjamin^s portion is oars. 
In love and anity, and in contemplation of the prevailing spirit of harmony, we 
thank God for his many blessings, and like one of old, we exclaim, " Behold, how 
pleasant and how good it is for brethren to dwell together in anity." 



(General Order No. 3 has the true ring, and commends itself to all. 
It is a move in the right direction, and we hope the sentiments will ere 
long permeate the entire Masonic world. It is follows : 

The Order of Knights Templar is a secret organization. All its basiness, work 
and proceedings are specifically devoted to its own private purposes, which are 
solely and entirely the property of the Gommandery, which each and every member 
vows to "keep sacredly secret." The spirit of oar Order inculcates secrecy, the 
perpetuity of our institation demands it. While members may confer without the 
Asylum, of that which transpires within it, vigilance and caution should be exer- 
cised that none other hear. 

The Grand Commander is pained to observe many and repeated infractions of 
these rules of the Order, and also a far more serious dereliction, a violation of sa- 
cred vows, which, if not discontinued, must subject the offender to discipline and 
its penalties. The press cannot obtain for publication, any information, and con- 
sequent severe and frequently derogatory criticism, unless it be through the culpa- 
ble breach of the often repeated pledge of secrecy. Gandidates would never know 
the detailed results of a ballot but through the moral perjury of some one person- 
ally cognizant of the facts. 

Press notices of Gonclaves should not recite the Orders to be conferred, or inti- 
mate the character of the work; simply and only note " business or work." 

Owing to these increasing infractions, it is, therefore, ordered: 1st, That pub- 
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lie notices of Conclayes shall not contain any mention of the Orders to be con- 
ferred. 2d, That no information shall be given for publication of any secret business 
of the Order, 8d, Sir Knights must observe ptrofound secrecy in conversation re- 
lating to the affairs of the Order. 4th, That the sacred secrecy of the ballot must 
be observed, and on no occasion shall a member expose the character of his ballot, 
whether favorable or not. 

Eminent Commanders are specially enjoined to enforce this order with Knightly 
discipline, if necessary. 

"OVER THE DARK WATERS." 

The Grand Commander speaks feelingly of the death of P. G. C. 
Grisson of our State, and of other prominent Sir Knights of other Ju- 
risdictions who have passed " over the dark waters " the past year. 

EARLY HISTORY OF TBMPLARISM. 

He calls attention to the want of an early history of Templarism, 
and says: 

I also desire to call your attention to that which many of yon have expressed 
an opinion, concurring with my own. I allude to a written " History of Templar- 
ism," for and during the quarter of a century this has existed as a separate Jurisdic- 
tion, while yet the full details of missing links may be obtained, through the mem- 
ories of the sturdy veterans still living; for, true to nature's unalterable plan of 
necessity followed by every man, the spirits of some have winged away, and those 
who remain are hoary and gray, and while we may yet secure the principal portion 
of that which may be regarded by coming Sir Knights as of infinite value. Some 
of our records have already been destroyed by fire, through neglect, and many inci- 
dental causes. Yet much may be secured and compiled. It would seem as though 
the spirit of inexcusable carelessness pervaded this age, equally with those who 
have preceded us, leaving only a mythical, traditionary, fractional and incomplete 
idea, neither aggregated or summarized, seemingly inconsistent with our daim of 
a congregation of intelligent and literary men. 

The compiled literature of Templarism illy establishes such as the fact, but 
this ought not to be thus neglected. Every twenty-five years, at least, a new vol- 
ume of history should be compiled, and published, for the benefit of the Templar 
student, and to cultivate the mental as well as the pedal of the Templar. I would 
recommend that this Grand Commandery select and appoint a competent Sir 
Knight to compile such a work, under the supervision of ihe Grand Council, 
and report at t^e next Annual Gondave of this Grand Commandery. 



Digitized by Google 



34 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



The committee to whom that matter was referred reported there- 
upon as follows : 

In the matter of procuring a re>print of the proceedings of Grand Command- 
ery for years 1860 to 1869 inclnsiTe, and the compilation of the history of this Grand 
Commandery for the first twenty-five years of its organization, yoor committee are 
of the opinion that a snfficient nnmber of copies of the proceedings from 1860 to 
1869, indosiye, shoald be printed to meet the demands of the Subordinate Com- 
manderies, and for use of this Grand Commandery, and that a history of onr Grand 
Commandery shoald be prepared as suggested in the address of the R. E. Grand 
Commander; and we recommend that the matter of re-printing proceedings and 
preparing a history of the Grand Commandery be referred to the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander, y. E. Depnty Grand Commander and the Grand Recorder with power to 
act. 



The Committee on Templar Jurisprudence reported as follows on 
that part of the Grand Commander's address embraced in General Order 



1. That pnblic notices of Conclayes shall not contain any mention of the 
Order to be conferred. 

2. That no information shall be giyen for publication of any secret business 
of the Order. 

8. Sir Knights must observe profound secrecy in conyersation relating to the 
affairs of the Order. 

The fourth order has been brought to the notice of the Sir Knights, and the 
position taken has been frequently endorsed. The committee heartily concur in it, 
and recommend its approval. 

4. That the sacred secrecy of the ballot must be observed, and on no occasion 
shall a member expose the character of his ballot, whether favorable or not. 



Also the following on other subjects : 

1. That the Grand Commander has the power (see p. 2, Sec. 8, of Statutes and 
Regulations, on page 124, proceedings 1882,) to suspend from the functions of his 
office any officer of the Grand or Subordinate Commandery. 

2. That the Grand Commander has full power to delegate his authority to 
another, as illustrated by universal custom. 
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In the exercise of these rights the Grand Commander most be oontroled by his 
own judgment of the facts as presented to him. 



The retiring Grand Commander was presented with a handsome 
Grand Commander's Jewel, and the following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted : 

Resolved^ That the tlianks of this Grand Conmiandery are dae, and are hereby 
tendered, to B. E. Sir Henry Tamer, for the courteous, efficient and able manner 
in which he has administered the duties of his office during the past year, and the 
ability with which he has presided oyer the deliberations of this Grand Com- 
mandery. 



A complete roster of the Subordinate Commanderies is printed with 
the proceedings — a labor of questionable utility, in our minds. 



The Report of Correspondence is by the great, the good, the loyal 
Templar, but fearless writer. Sir Theodore T. Gumey. What would a 
Report on Foreign Correspondence be without its Gurney ? Long may 
he remain over that department as well as Chicago's destinies. 

Good boy. Come again. You know you are a little fellow Michi- 
gan brought up. " Wade in, sonny." 



While quoting from Sir Gumey's report we have no apologies to 
make for the length of the quotations. Eveiybody reads what he says, 
and, like the " good baby," " crys for more." 



Here is what he says in opening his pen battery before thirty sister 
Grand Jurisdictions : 

The large majority of Jurisdictions report Knighthood very prosperous, while 
a few have not developed much additional strength. In none, however, is there 
general relaxation of effort to promote the welfare of the Fraternity. 
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We are glad to find that, as a rale, Grand Commanderiee are growing conser- 
yatiye, and are not inclined to spread the institation by the establishment of un- 
necessary Commanderiee. The opposite feeling has been one of the follies of the 
past. A Commandery is an expensive Inxnry, and cannot be creditably maintained 
except in commonities where the ordinary loss in membership can be repaired, 
without resorting to the expense of looking npon a fee as of more conseqnence than 
the character of applicants. ^ 

The dogma of the Trinity has engrossed the cnstomary quota of attention; but 
it is not found that there is a disposition to introduce tests that could not be of any 
value to an institution that is alone intended to perpetuate the charitable and social 
thought of Masonry. 

During the past year many of the grand men of the Fraternity have passed to 
the other shore. These afiBictions have been noticed so far as they have been 
brought to our attention, except the loss of Sir Knight William B. Langridge, 
Grand Becorder of the Grand Commandery of Iowa, who died at his home in Mus- 
catine, August 5th, and after our report was, largely, in print. We have asked in- 
formation regarding his Masonic career, but not having at this writing, August 13th, 
received it, we are under the necessity of going to press, in the absence of particu- 
lars that would have been of much interest to our readers. 

Sir Knight Langridge was a clear, forcible writer; and, as correspondent, had 
acquired an enviable reputation for ability and Masonic culture. He was also 
greatly respected for his frank but courteous disposition to combat error, wherever 
and in whomsoever it might be found. Our brethren of Iowa have suffered a be- 
reavement that is not to be comprehended. They have the profound sympathies 
of every Mason and Templar of Illinois. Pulvia et umbra aumcte. 

KKVIEW OF KAITSAS. 

He quotes the following under his review of Kansas : 

Does it lack power to move in the right direction and by legislation effect 
those changes, inaugurate tiiose reforms, so often and so loudly called for from 
every quarter of the country? let it discourage useless shows and costly parades, 
and by its devotion to the real interests of the Fraternity show to the members that 
it deserves enlarged powers, and it will be promptly honored with the trust and 
amply sustained in its execution. Let nothing be done which cannot be justified 
by express grant, then confidence will be inspired even in those who are now filled 
with distrust, and the best men will rally to its support. 

And hits from the shoulder in true Sullivan style as follows: 

It is impossible to say what the Supreme Body will do in matters that demand 
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attentioi), mitil disreputable oombinations of aspiring demagognes are laid aside. 
If the Grand Encampment would throw off each characters, there woold not re- 
main a hindrance to adopting measnres that wonld settle many differences of opin- 
ion touching rituals and doctrines. We like toleration, but thoroughly despise 
cowardice; but so long as a coterie of manipulators, .who have about the same re- 
spect for Christian integrity and Masonic probity as they have for rights that €hey 
haye been obligated to respect, rule in the councils of the Fraternity— until this self- 
admiring group is exhausted, disposed of— we should not be so foolish as to expect 
efficiency in the Grand' Encampment. We will hope on, however, having entire 
confidence in the capacity and honesty of the Templars of our country. 



Of Michigan generally Sir Gumey says : 

The Twenty-seventh Annual Conclave was held in Detroit. The printed pro- 
ceedings of our sister Jurisdiction were received yesterday, July 3d. This morning, 
amid the roar of paper artillery, the racket of the toy pistol, the hoarse bang of 
muskets and the yells and shouts of the boy of the period," we sit down to a re- 
view of our neighbor, thoroughly impressed that Masons have but a faint concep- 
tion of the goodness of the Father who has provided so secure a home for those who 
would impress upon the race the central thought of our civilization, the " father, 
hood of God and the brotherhood of man." This kind of disquisition may not be 
within the legitimate scope of a review, nevertheless it is impossible to forbear 
friendly criticism of the Mason who can turn a deaf ear to the thanksgiving of He- 
brew or Christian, the crash of artillery, or the shout of a free people, without a rev- 
erent acknowledgment of God^s forbearance with a Fraternity that has so often, 
collectively and individually, done violence to profession. Sir Knights, we have an 
openly professed mission in the welfare of humanity, and if we fail of a reasonable 
appreciation of our trust, we are hideous imposition upon credulity. 

The conditions of perpetuity and usefulness rest with ourselves. The law that 
gives men honorable distinction, applies with equal force to organizations; there- 
fore, if Knighthood is to occupy a high-minded place in human affairs, it cannot 
ignore law that directs to that consummation. 

The volume before us is embelished with a photographic likeness of the much 
lamented Bight Eminent Sir Knight Charles E. Grisson. late Grand Commander. 
Acting Grand Commander Sir Knight Jessa E. Saxton places upon record a fra^ 
temal tribute to the memory of a good man, who had passed away dearly and ten- 
derly beloved by all with whom he came in contact. 

The report of the Committee on Credentials represents an animated interest in 
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the proeperity of the Jarisdiction that is somewhat phenominal. Nineteen Past 
Grand Gommandera responded to roll-oall, together with repreeentatiYes of each 
Commandery, thirty-three. 



Of the distinguished Sir Knights present, and of their sayings and 
doings, we let him tell his own story in his own way : 

Several distingoished visitors were present. Included in the list is the name 
of Bight Eminent Sir Knight Hugh McCnrdy, Past Grand Commander, and Grand 
Senior Warden of the Grand Encampment, who was also on hand as the representa- 
tive of the Most Eminent Grand Master Sir Knight Benjamin Dean. He delivered 
a characteristic speech. This is the first sentence: 

When Mercnry, the glorions messenger of the gods, touched his tuneful lyre in 
the presence of Apollo, that god felt a new inspiration as the pleasing voice of the 
divine song penetrated through his soul; and thus with his, sweet-voiced comrade 
in his hands did Mercury night and day bear joy to Apollo at the pleasant banquet, 
the delightful dance, and the laughter-loving revel, while side by side they jour- 
neyed to high Olympus, the home of the gods, and the sublime palace of Zeus, the 
father of gods. 

To get this wittun the comprehension of the reader who is without Anthonys 
classical dictionary to refresh memory, we assume the liberty of interpretation, 
thus: 

When Calomel, the omnipotent messenger from the druggist, touched his lax- 
ative lyre in the presence of Apollo, that god felt a new inspiration as the divine 
efflatus penetrated his constipated liver; and thus with his sweet-voiced comrade. 
Jalap, in his hands did Calomel night and day bear joy to Apollo at the pleasant 
banquet, the delightful dance, and the laughter-loving revel, while side by side they 
journeyed, etc., etc. 

Another paragraph of his speech represents the man and Mason: 

The mission of Templarism is a more sublime mission, and has in it every 
element essential to success. If true to their vows. Templars' lives are devoted to 
rescuing— not a Savior^s tomb from desecration— but His name and His cross from 
calumny and reproach; and I can assure you that in my several official visits to the 
Grand Commanderies of these three States, lUinois, Wisconsin and our own Mich- 
igan, States in which I have the honor to represent our Most Eminent Grand Mas- 
ter, I have found an ever-increasing ambition to dignify Knight Templarism by 
a truer manhood and by a loftier patriotism— a manhood that shall stand in the 
great liistory of liie land. 

He thinks well of Illinois, but has no higher appreciation of our Knighthood 
than we have of him. 
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Of Sir Saxton's address, he says: 

The address of Sir Knight Sazton will command the attention of his readers. 
He represents the past year to have been one of unexampled prosperity. He has 
directed singolar attention to his daties, and as a result of careful observation 
has placed conclusions before his constituents that will not fail of conveying a 
high appreciation of his ability and good sense. He takes some Commanderies to 
task for the insignificance of their annual dues, and correctly says, that such parsi- 
mony induces the acceptance of " unworthy material." When a Gommandery con- 
cludes to live upon the fare of a pauper, nothing can be expected of it. 

He thinks, correctly, that Gommandery visitations would stimulate zeal and 
commendable ambition. He is also of the idea that an " Inspector General " 
would be of consequence. An officer of the kind is a useless appendage, unless 
there is ample provision for his expenses. The suggestion of the Grand Gommander 
was taken under advisement. 



We give Sir G limey's epistle to Sir Carson as it reads under his re- 
view of Ohio: 

We now come to the elaborate, manly and substantial Report on Gorrespond- 
ence by our distinguished friend. Past Grand Gommander Sir Knight Enoch T. 
Garson. He is a brave, fearless Mason; knows nothing of dissimulation, and ap- 
proaches a subject as did the Irishman who was sent to the home of a crushed com- 
rade, to break the sad news to his wife. After getting the body upon a rude litter, 
the boss says to Paddy McGuire: 

** Will yez go ahead, Paddy, and tell the widy, asily, that Mike was blowed to 
the divil wid a blast?" 

"I will," says Paddy. 

" Go ahead a bit," says the boss, " and mind to come to her wid care and ase." 
Paddy went in advance a few rods, and coming to the door of the shanty, raps 
and yells out with the voice of a six-pounder: 

" Is the lone widdy of Mike Mahoney widin?" No answer. 
Paddy raps again, and unce more roars out: 
" Is the lone widdy of Mike Mahoney widin?" 

This time the irate answer comes: " No; the widdy of Mike Mahoney is not 
within; but it's the wife of Mike Mahoney that's within, ye spalpeen." 
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Arrah, now, ye onld hin," shoated paddy* would yes be trifling wid a frind 
and the corps of Mike fomist the other dure?** 

Perhaps the methods of Sir Knight Carson are the better. Whether this be 
trae or not, we admire plain speech from a Knight who has more library informa- 
tion (in matters fraternal) at his command, than any other Mason of the nation; 
and, moreoyer, who has the ability and disposition to enlist the attention of think- 
ing men. 

In his review of Alabama he takes Sir Knight Sayer to task for his ansklllf ul 
detonrs to disiK>se of the doctrine of the Trinity. It is the opinion of the latter 
that not one man in a thousand can comprehend it, if it is capable of being com- 
prehended at all." Qnite trae. It is no more mysterious, however, than any of the 
forces of nature. The study and observation of the ages has not defined life, either 
animate or inanimate. The most astute philosopher that ever existed has not been 
able to tell us how it is, that the beautiful flower, giving its fragrance, elegance, 
symmetry and grace, so grateful to the poor and rich, the king and peasant, can be 
produced side by side, and under the same conditions of earth, sun and moisture, 
with the most active and malignant poisons. We feel air, we understand, in a 
measure, the power of electricity; but who can comprehend either mystery? We 
know that these things exist, and more, that they have been made to contribute to 
the welfare of our race; and we also know that, but for a knowledge of these and 
other forces, the intellectual and mechanical developments of the period, would 
not, could not, have an existence. We accept the religion of Jesus Christ, His unified 
relations to the Deity, upon the same grounds that we gladly embrace any fact in 
nature (though we cannot comprehend or explain) and that has placed man so far 
in advance of his race in any other period of his history. The objective doctrines of 
Christianity are fundamentally necessary to human welfare, and for this reason we 
have faith in them. We are without the ability to discuss the nice distinctions be- 
tween trinitarianism and unitarianism; neither is such discussion of any moment. 
Our faith is founded upon resultSt and the rarely disputed convictions among 
Christians, for eighteen hundred years, and upon the never to be questioned beliefs 
of mediaeval Templary. With all this, we have never been disposed, in a remote 
sense, to impose our creeds upon others of the Fraternity; because it has never, in 
the United States, been held that the Commandery performed its mission in the 
name of dogma or sect. It is a charitable institution, and, in this country, placed 
upon a like foundation of freedom, in doctrinal thought, with the Lodge. It is also 
here held to be a section of Masonry, and so long as the anomaly is insisted upon, 
it must be content with exacting from its votaries the acceptance of the " Christian 
religion as that system of which JesuB Christ is the founder, implying the formal 
recognition of its objective doctrines, and accompanied by a reasonable endeavor 
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to realize the ideal manhood both taught and exemplified in the life of its Author." 
(Maine, 1881,) It does not follow, howerer, that Templais (!) who declare Christ a 
myth and the Christian religion a delosion— who tell ns that the idea of the Trinity 
came from the physiological conformation of male seznal organs— shoold be foisted 
into official dignities, upon the will and determination of cliqnee and combinations. 
It is not to be expected that any hnman organization, of any influence, can be kept 
exempt from snch characters; still, when we find them, they should be remanded to 
normal conditions. Then, again, we do not want inebriates, though they may be 
entirely willing to suffer immolation at the stake in the defense of the Christian re- 
ligion—as they understand it. 



Under Tennessee he sends greeting, the following to Sir Howell : 

He [Sir HowellJ is of the opinion that the Grand Encampment should persist 
in furnishing a ritual. Hope on, dear frater. " While there is life there is hope." 
Bat for our devotion to that body we should insist that a decision upon the subject 
be arrived at, let the consequences be what they may. 

We truly hope Sir Howell will never die until the Grand Encamp- 
ments adopts a ritual. What a regular old Mathuselah he will be I 



Sir Jas. Gavion Elwood, Joliet, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir Gilbert Wordsworth Barnard, Chicago, re-elected Grand Re- 
corder. 



The Twentiith Annual Conclave was held in Dubuque, commenc- 
ing October 18th, A. D. 1888, A. 0. 765. 

Sir Henry W. Rothert, Grand Commander. 
Sir T. R. Fitzgerald, Grand Recorder. 
Forty-four Subordinate Commander ies represented. 
Seven Past Grand Commanders present. 
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The opening remarks of the Grand Commander have a boldness 
and freshness about them that we admire. He says : 

Sir Knights of Iowa ^— Behold your Giand Commander! He appears before 
yon clothed in the habiliments of the Order, and decorated with the jewel of his 
office. He wears npon his person the mark of his rank, and now presents himself 
to yon at this, the Twentieth Grand Annnal Conclave of the Grand Commandery of 
Iowa, ready and willing to gi^e an acconnt of the trost confided to his care by yonr 
generous preferences one year ago. Notwithstanding the atmosphere of anthority 
snrronnding the high position; notwithstanding the Knightly proffers of obedience 
tendered in the past and the manifestations of the same at the present, he desires 
to be considered as one of yonr own number, and, faithfnl to his duty, report to 
yon the conseqaences of his connection with the important office to which yon have 
elected him. His pride is in the success of the cause; his gratification in the pros- 
perity of the Order; his congratulations are based upon the results in the past; his 
hopes are in the satisfactory promises of the future; but above all Ms faith resteth 
in the guidance and direction of Him who doeth all things well." 

It has been a prosperous year for our valient and magnaniaious Order, and 
another mile-stone upon the broad traveled way of human faith and Christian de- 
votion has been set by the events of the past year, and been crowned by the valient 
Templars of this Jurisdiction as a testimonial to and a justification of their zeal 
and belief, by the words "Jowo ever faithful," 

FOREIGN CORRESPOin>ENCB. 

The Grand Commander says of the Committee on Foreign Corre- 
spondence and its appointment : 

Every community, locality and family, is judged more or lees by the standing, 
worth and intelligence of those who are selected to represent them at general gath 
erings, in public organizations, or at family re-unions. The standing of Iowa 
Templarism and our position in the family of Grand Jurisdiottons is largely de- 
pendent, with reading and intelligent Templars, upon the Masonic record, experi- 
ence and mental power of those who represent it in that " band of brothers joined," 
improperly termed " the mutual admiration society," and yet where the positive 
experience of the past in one*s own home is given as the basis for the criticism as to 
actions of others at their firesides. 

Knowledge of law, devotion to the Order, experience in the past, coupled with 
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ability to defend your opinions, and position gained by trne merit, are prerequisites 
for those who appear on the forum of intellectual combat and in the arena of in- 
telligent interchange of thought, as to what is beet for the Order. Actuated by 
this desire, and with this impression, I appointed Y. E. Bir Knight Edward A. Guil- 
bert, Past Grand Commander; E. Bir Knight W. B. Langridge, Grand Recorder; 
and y. E. Bir Knight E. E. Ainsworth, Past Grand Commander, as Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence. 



We give in full his remarks on the death of poor Langridge : 

Sir Knights and f raters, what shall or can I say, to engrave upon your hearts 
deeper, more lasting and more indelible, the name of W. B. Langridge? Nothing. 
You all knew him wbU, you all loyed him dearly, you all join in that remem- 
brance which the good and true leave in the hearts that loved them. Language is 
inadequate, power of speech wanting, to portray the thrilling heart-sobs of thous- 
ands of Templars, when the trembling wires communicated the death of William 
Baker Langridge. 

Like the meteor from an unclouded sky, the appalling foct darted suddenly, 
without warning or admonition, in every masonic household, and the members 
thereof gathered in their grief and sorrow, and could but exclaim, Alas! is it so!" 

Yea, it is but too true. The noble, generous man is dead; the upright, sincere 
Christian has departed; the kind and truthful friend is no more; the true and lov- 
ing brother has said " good-bye;" the faithful and devoted companion has passed 
away, and the earnest, valient Templar has sheathed his sword forever. 



This Grand Conclave, bowed in grief at the mention of his name, those ban- 
ners draped in the color of mourning, those swords with their hilts covered by 
streamers of black, that picture with its dear face encircled with crape, and that 
vacant chair, where so oft he sat, all remind us of the awful truth that there is a va 
cancy in our number. 

The last message received from him by your Grand Commander was on the 
morning of that &tal day, and in It was an earnest prayer for the welfare of those 
who were then about to start on a long and distant journey, adding thereto, " that 
while they were making the pilgrimage to the Pacific shore he would take his reaV^ 



THE DEATH OP SIR KNIGHT LANGRIDGB. 
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'^Our chain is broken, 
And life can never this fondest link supply." 



How trael 
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" He now rests beneath the stone 

Which tells a mortal there is laid. 
He rests, nntU God shall from His throne 

The darkness break and pierce the shade." 

Inasmnch as I trust yon will approve the recommendation herewith made— the 
appointment of a special committee, charged with the duty of preparing a suitable 
memorial for pnblication, as to the life and services of onr own beloved Langridge, 
I omit a biographical sketch of that life, so modest and yet so nsefnl. 

The sad, solemn fnneral knell has reverberated in every Grand Jurisdiction in 
the land, and many have been the tributes received to his worth and memory from 
prominent fraters of the Order, offering us their condolence and sympathy for the 
loss we have sustained. 

Yea, a Christian warrior has passed away, a mortal arrow pierced his frame. 

We sorrow with Iowa in her great loss. We knew Sir Langridge 
personally, and bear willing testimony to his many good and Knightly 
qualities. Nothing we could say would add to his memory at this time. 
We can truly say an upright Mason and model Templar has left us to 
join the great army that has gone before. 

THE LAST TRIENNIAL. 

The Grand Commander attended " The Big Show and Mutufd Ad- 
miration Society " held last August in San Francisco, and says of it: 

The Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States of America 
was opened in ample form by the M. E. Sir Benjamin Dean, Orand Mcutert at the 
Masonic Temple, in the city of San Francisco, at noon of August the 21st ult. 

I am somewhat at a loss to report the action of this superior body of Templar 
Masonry, and properly convey to you the impressions prevailing with your represen- 
tatives as to its usefulness or its beneficial results. Were I to say much had been 
accomplished, I might gratify few and offend many. Were I to say but little had 
been done, I might be censured by some and supported by others. 

The Grand Encampment of the United Statee,oomposed of the representatives of 
every Grand Jurisdiction in the land, together with those eminent Sir Knights who 
have in tke past occupied its prominent stations, should be the center of all that ex- 
perience of the past, necessities of the present, and hopes for the future, would 
prompt, indicate and determine. We may be permitted to judge whether these ex- 
pectations are correct, by the actual results of the deliberations of this august as- 
sembly. 

Your Grand Bepresentatives can report that, so far as the questian of uniform 
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or the ritual ie concerned, the matter was consigned to the distant futore, poesibly 
to sleep the sleep that knows no waking. The Bitoal of the Order of Malta was 
adopted, and what appeared as the main purpose of the gathering: the officers to 
serve for the next ensning three years toere elected. 

The amendments to the existing law, proposed by yon at your last Grand An- 
nual Conclaye, and placed in charge of your Grand Bepresentatives by your action 
to submit, urge and defend, could not be acted upon by reason of non-compliance 
with the requirements of the constitution of the Grand Encampment, ina«nuch as 
the same had not been summoned for that purpose. 

In the election of officers of the Grand Encampment it seemed to be the desire 
to recognize only the fayored Jurisdiction, which had secured prominence and po- 
sition heretofore, and notwithstanding that special preference is accorded by the 
law to those Eminent Sir Knights who had been elevated to the higher poeitionB, inas- 
much as they thereby become permanent members of the Grand Encampment, the 
result of the ballots proved that whoever might be fortunate enough to start at the 
bottom rounds, would sooner or later ascend to the top of the ladder. Whoever was 
elected to a subordinate position, three years ago, was entitled to be advanced to 
the next higher office, thus confining what should be construed as a recognition of 
Jurisdiction, or an appreciation of personal and Knightly merit (save in the offices 
of Grand Master and Grand Becorder,) where the advancement of one and the re- 
tention of the other is proper and necessary to the inexorable rule of progression, 
irrespective of section, ability, service or experience. 

Loyal and true as Iowa claims to be and is, to superior authority, the protest 
she should enter to these personal aggrandizements should be emphatic, positive 
and determined. 

I trust your Grand Commander does not render himself liable to the'charge of 
insubordination when he humbly asks for the privilege of expressing an honest 
opinion, prompted by the experience of his official connection with tiiat Grand Body, 
and that is: that the Grand Encampment of the United States is an unnecessary and 
ex];>ensive appendage to the governing powers of Templarism, without any positive 
action or beneficial results, and its mission liable to be construed only as reaching 
within the private domain of self-prominence and personal ambition. 



He closes his address as follows : 

I plead for your courteous and Kn%htly forbearance in all my shortcomings, 
assuring you that 1 have devoted my best efforts toward realizing that contentment 
and satiaf action .of mind, that I waa worthy in part, at least, of the high trust con- 



CliOSING. 




46 



GOBBESPONDENCE 



fided to my oare. To be Grand Gomxnander of three thonsand Knights Templar, 
and in this great and intelligent Jurisdiction of onis, and during the triennial year, 
is an honor and a trost keenly appreciated by him who is now soon to resign the 
jewel of Mb office. 

To yon. Sir Knights, I most leave the record of the past, as a proof of my sense 
of gratitade dawning upon me at the time I assomed this high position. To the 
members of my staff, who have so fnitJifnlly assisted by their counsel and advice, 
have been so ready and willing to serve and obey, and to w^om whatever of snccess 
may have been achieved during the year, the larger diare of credit is due, I return 
my heartfelt and sincere thanks. 

And now, Sir Knights, if I have but planted one shrub in the beautitul garden 
of Christian Masonry, the blossoms of which are colored by Iowa's soil, if I have 
made but one mark on the broad tablet of Templarism, and that mark points to 
Jotra,— if I have set but one stone in the onward march of Christian soldiers, and 
thereon be indented, Iowa— I am satisfied and contented, and, by your generous ap- 
proval, am ready and willing, with Knightly salutation, to say. Farewell, 

JTTRISFRUDENCE. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence presented the following report, 
which was accepted and adopted : 

1. "Seaolved, That a belief in the divinity of Jeeus Christ is essential to a mem- 
bership in a Commandery of Knights Templar in this Jurisdiction." 

Anatoer— The requirements in the petition for the orders, which every appli- 
cant is obliged to sign— viz: " That he is a firm believer in the Christian religion." 
Theoretically and practically it includes a belief in the Bonship ; i. e. the divinity 
of Christ. 

2. We have also had referred to us the following query: 

^'Sfay an officer of the Grand Commandery constitute another as his proxy to 
attend the Grand Conclave, and can any past, although permanent member thereof, 
confer such authority?" 

Answer--Th.e first four officers of the Grand Commandery, only, may appear 
and vote by proxy, the proxy being, at the time of service, a member of the same Com- 
mandery with his principal, and producing a properly authenticated certificate of 
his appointment. None of these four officers have the power to delegate to proxies 
their official duties. 



The Special Committee on the Grand Commander's address relative 
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to the triennial sessions of the Grand Encampment, respectfully report 
that they concur in the views of the K. E. Grand Commander in respect 
to the usefulness to the Order of the Grand Encampment. 

It is the caose of great regret that no action of that central hody has been had on 
the important qneetions of onif orm, tactics and drill, which have been discussed for 
so long a tune, and which have led to so mnch confnsion and distraction in the works 
of the Order. We think the strictores of the R. E. Grand Commander are proper and 
jnst, since nothing seems to be accomplished by the Grand Encampment at the Trien- 
nial Conclave except the election of officers. Bat yonr committee are of the opin- 
ion that the design of a Grand Central Organization, with power to adopt onif orm 
legislation and practice thronghoat each Grand Jurisdiction, was one well calca- 
lated to promote the genuine good and prosperity of the Order. 

We believe that if the practice of indulging in snch great parade and show at 
the Triennial Conclave were abolished, and those conclaves were required to be con- 
fined to the transaction of the business of the Order, which ostensibly calls them to 
these meetings, the Most Eminent Grand Encampment might be made what its 
framers originally intended and thus become of great importance and use to the 
Order. 

How such a result is to be obtained is a question of great difficulty, and one 
upon which your committee are not prepared to make any recommendation. 



We find that vigorous and able writer, Sir Edward A, Guilbert, the 
writer of the Report on Correspondence. We like him, for he is full of 
" grit." He gives a blow, and is ready to take one. He " awfully aches " 
for a good big discussion with the writer, but^ Sir Edward, it can't " be 
did." Did you ever hear those comforting lines, something like the fol- 
lowing : " He that from battle runs away," etc., etc. ? 

But to his report. It is an able, courteous and fraternal one, well 
worth the reading. 

He reviews thirty-one Sister Grand Jurisdictions, Michigan for 1883 
among the number. 



To show that Sir Guilbert is a bra/ve many we give in full what he 
says of " our Hugh's " effort while representing Grand Master Dean. It 
would never do to say that much on Michigan soil. 



REPORT ON CORRESPOinJENCE. 
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Psst Grand Commander Bngh. MoCnrdy, aotinir as lepresentatiye of Grand Mas- 
ter Dean, was reoeived and welcomed, and made a characteristic speech in response. 
It is fnll of mythological illnstrations and rhetorical pyrotechnics, and while redol' 
ent of scholarship, and, withal, eloquent, it does not strike me as being exactly that 
sort of intellectaal banquet to set before a body of* men in this generation. They 
need something more substantial in the way of diet than— 

The bubbles that swim. 
On the beaker's brim." 

The needs of the hour are imperatiTe, but none of these had mention, althooL^^ 
time, place and occasion were propitious, and the orator " spake as one having ctG- 
thority." Glowing eulogisms of Templarism in after dinner speeches is adminr***- 
ble; then we can hear, with lenient ears, the ezilerated orator compare modoxm 
Templars to the " Gods on high, Olympus even though the compliment 19 & 
doubtful one, and we all like then to be tickled with personal taflFy, and phra8eoX^=>- 
gical pretUness, if — 

** Smooth be the Terse, 
And easy be the strain." 

That la the place to exemplify ** the misty yerbosity of gammon," but thougta-'^^^ 
fnl men hardly consider those utterances fit for such a platform as that McCurc^L^ 
occupied, and in the presence of such grave concerns as should arrest the attentic^:^^ 
of a Grand Commandery. 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT. 

He quotes the following from our last report, while speaking of tl*-^ 
Grand Encampment: 

" With proi)er officers and proper governing power it might be made useful, 
so long as it continues to be a body with governing powers, or possessing VTithin. 
self means of disciplining its members, we must doubt its very great usefuln.e^^''' 
except as a meeting for social greetings once in three years. To that end we 
dorse it; further than that we cannot say at present." 

And in his dashing manner runs madly on, and says (what -^^^^ 
thought, but did not dare say) : 

Innes has surveyed the Templar field of endeavor very superficially, if 
points he makes in the last quotation are to be taken as a guide to an opinion. X*!^^^ 
provisions of the statutes of the central abnormity are proof that the concern Tt>'^^^'^ 
dangerous "governing powers," and he forgets, further, that every Sir Knight, ^^^^ 
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his creation, Bolemnly roms allegiance thereto, while the etatatee of each State 
Grand Body formally ayows itself to be subject to them. Yet, with all these 
powers, on which are based the persistent encroachments on the rights of the State 
Bodies, its atter inutility grows to be more apparent every year. If it had more 
** goyeming powers " than have already been conceded toit, and which are unwisely 
allowed to be triennially added to, nntil now they have become like "excess of 
appetite," which "growrf by what it feeds upon," where wonld we be, Innes? 
Under the menacing " governing powers," some of which it has usurped, while 
others have been weakly given it; by its inauguration of the rage for public dis- 
play and lavish externals; it has belittled the State bodies, which once were C(m- 
stituent^ but now are mtbordinate, and has remitted the noble ethics, aims, and uses 
of the Order to the limbo of dead issues. It is the devil-fish of American Tem- 
plary; paralyzing all it touches. It is unfit to live, and I sincerely hope that it may 
soon be eliminated from our economy, and consigned to history, to be remembered 
only for the melancholy lessons of warning which its career has inculcated. 



In reviewing the Grand Encampment, he says: 

As the proceedings of the recent Triennial Conclave at San Francisco are 
not in type, a review of the affair must be deferred untQ next year. Through the 
thoughtful kindness of Past Grand Recorder Rothert and several incognito friends, 
I have been put in possession, during the Conclave week, and since, of numerous 
copies of the San Francisco Chronicle^ and various other documents, including the 
Grand Master^s report. From these I have been able to paint a mental panorama 
of the many-sided and gorgeous reception, and the " moving incidents by flood and 
field," which the lavish hospitality of the Calif omians — Knightly and civic— en- 
gineered and scientifically carried into effect, in honor of the central body. It was 
a spectacular drama in many acts, which was on the boards during Conclave week, 
and probably the display will never again be fully equalled. J. should have been 
glad to have witnessed it, and should have done so, but for the restraining shadows 
which sickness and death in my family cast over my personal surroundings during 
the spring and early summer. 

The report of the proceedings, as published in the Chronicle^ shows that the 
many were absentees, per consequence of the " thunder of the Captains and the 
shouting" without, added to the superior attractions of the shop-keepers* carnival, 
while the managerial few arranged matters to suit themselves, and settled the suc- 
cession. They threw a ** sop to Cerberus " in the interest of the rage for display, 
by adopting the inconsequental Malta ritual; the " rattle " and the " straw," with 
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^oh the S&te bodies are to be " pleased ** and " tickled," while their ritual and 
greater rights are to be farther frittered away. The Dean faction seemed to be in 
the minority, for it " ran against a stomp " on election day. The labored defense 
of Order No. 5, which reads like a chapter in Lamentations, as it is printed in the 
Grand Master's report, failed in its design. The fact that this famons Order, as its 
sollen thunders emanated from the throne of McCnrdy*s Joye, had disturbed the 
electrical condition of the land, and are reputed to have occasioned the violent at- 
mospherical pertorbations of the past two fotefnl years, seemed to have failed to 
frighten the majority. They rallied for the right; and performed the neatest sur- 
gical operation on record. They restored Farvin's scalp; it healed by the iirst in- 
tention,** and he returned home with his ambrosial looks once more 

"On the top of his head. 
In the place where the hair ought to grow." 

The operation was a success, I can testify, for I have seen him since and ex- 
amined Ms head— not with a fine tooth-comb, but with my deztral digits —and the 
examination revealed the further fact that the " corpse " was not only " alive " 
again, but "JWcJWm;/" 

Here let me state a fact. It is implied in the Grand Master's report that Par> 
vin inspired the review of Order No. 5, which Langridge, with all his old fire, ap- 
pended to his correspondence report in 1882. Somewhere in the mass of proceed- 
ings on my table some subservient reporter or Grand Commander has intimated 
the same thing in more preciee terms. Amid the vexatious interruptions to which 
my literary work is ever subjected, I lost the cue and have not had time to regain 
it. Those who knew Langridge, whose reliance upon his own superior powers was 
as marked as his courage of utterance was conspicuous, will resent this imputation 
as an insult to his memory. Farvin " thinks no snudl beer " of Parvin, as he has 
richly earned the right to think; but he is not such a ninny as to attempt to dictate 
to his equals when they shall write and what they shall say on any topic, much lees 
on one personal to himself. But one man beside its author, I am certain, ever saw 
Langridge's scathing article before it was promulgated. That man was not Farvin, 
but myself, Langridge sent it to me, with the request that I would carefully read 
it and candidly criticise it, as it was an important subject; stating that Farvin 
knew nothing of the text of the article, but did know that he proposed reviewing 
the Grand Master's acts. I saw everything to admire in the paper, but nothing to 
criticise, and so told him promptly; at the same time admonishing him to prepare 
for martrydom if he dared to send the report on its mission. So much for that 
graceless charge. 

The recent Triennial Conclave has but confirmed me in my inveterate distaste 
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for the central anomaly. Again " weighed in the balance it has been found want- 
ing " in all those things which make for the peace and welfare of that Order whose 
theories it violates, whose methods it has debauched, and whose fame it disgraces. 
The mmnmbered thousands of dollars it has again been made a party to squander- 
ing on ignoble and nn-Templar display, remind me of what Pollock said of one, 
who, like it, professed mnch and performed little— 



Its lease of life may be extended because of the accession of the genial With- 
ers, and because there was enongh good sense left in it to refose to retire Parvln at 
the dictation of the late unlamented Grand Master. His successor is not likely to 
lose his head and make a spectacle of himself, but the poor parody over which he 
presides is unworthy to live, all the same. 

CLOSING. 

And concludes his report as follows: 

The craftsmen of Iowa are confronted by the shadow of a great calamity. 
Lanobidge is dead I Living, admirably he fulfilled the duties of a noble life; and, 
dying he — 



Not in the words of over-strained eulogy do I speak of him, whose memory 
will be cherished evermore in our Masonic homes. Such is not my habit, and if he 
could be heard by us from the Beyond, he would entreat us to " speak of him as he 
was," not in fulsome obituary phrase, but in " words of truth and soberness." He 
stood in the front rank of his intellectnal equals. As a writer of scholarly Masonic 
papers, he had achieved distinction, and as an occupant of the Grand Secretariat 
in three of our Masonic bodies, during the many years be had devoted hinriBftlf to 
this service, he had won a shining official reputation for himself, and had materi- 
ally enhanced the standing of the Grand Bodies whose executive officer he was. 
Genial and unassuming, and tolerant, he was yet a man of decided opinions, the 
which he maintained with dignity, detuness, and manly vigor, but in a way that 
made him no enemies. Faithful as a friend, a Mason, a citizen, a husband, and a 
father, he endeared himself to all with whom he came in contact. He had no vices 



"With one hand he put 
A penny in the urn of poverty. 
And with the other took a shUling out' 



»» 



"Gave 

His body to that pleasant country's earth. 
And his pure soul unto his Captain, Christ, 
Under whose colors he had fought so long.*' 
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* and few fanlts, and he was the master of his own appetites. He was the stem 
enemy of intolerance and oppression, and the leal defender of free-thonght and 
free-speech. A thoroughly kind and good man natorally, he had disciplined his 
selfish instincts into docility, and contact with the world, which he shunned not, 
had left no stain upon him. Without early educational advantages, he had ac- 
quired a scholarship of which any man might be proud. Nature gave him a strong 
mind, inclination made him a student, and his knowledge of books was as exten- 
sive as his aptitude for research was conspicuous, as his writings amply attest. He 
was my beloved brother and friend for a quarter of a century, and between us 
never a jar occurred. To every Iowa Mason, his death was a personal bereave- 
ment, and to myseU it was especially so. If we felt his death thus deeply, how 
much greater must seem his loss to his dearly loved wife, who sits alone by yonder 
vacant ingle-side, so long illuminated by his presence, and mourns for the unr^ 
turning dead. May God comfort her, and may He inspire us all to follow the beau- 
tiful example our friend and brother has left for us to imitate. 

As Hiram slept, the widow's son. 

In honor's grave our brother sleeps; 
Life's battle fought, the vict'ry won. 

His soul with Ck>d, whom he confessed* 

His pathetic dust we lay away. 

Fond benedictions o'er it said. 
But in our hearts the mem'ry keep. 

Of him, the frank and fearless dead. 

Good friend, true man, faithful friend— Hail and Farewell! 

PULL OF PEPPER. 

^ We just advise a reading of the report of Sir Guilbert in full. It is 
full of pepper. He has the chip on his shoulder — indeed, we think he 
has one on each shoulder ; and we pity the poor fellow who knocks one 
or both off. He wi'ites the report again next year^ so look out for break- 
ers. He ain't afraid to give his opinion. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

Sir Abel W. Daugherty, Dubuque, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir John C. Parish, Des Moines, elected Grand Recorder. 
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The Fourteenth Annual Conclave was held in Topeka, commencing 
May 8th, A. D. 1888, A. O. 765. 

Sir Samuel R. Peters, Grand Commander. 
Sir John H. Brown, Grand Recorder. 
Nineteen Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Seven Past Grand Commanders present. 



The Grand Commander reports a peaceful and prosperous year 
within his Jurisdiction, and says: 

While onr GommanderieB have been zealous in the oanBe of Knighthood, they 
have also practiced that caution and pradence which deserve commendation. Dae 
regard to steady, normal growth has been the role. The work done has been well 
done, and will bear the closest scratiny. Discord has not arisen to arrest progress 
or relax Knightly ties. 



He reports the granting of dispensations to open three new Com 
manderies, and says : 

In granting these dispensations, I have strictly adhered to the forty-mile role, 
adopted at the last Conclave, which is a most salutary provision. All other appli 
cations I have discooraged, because, thongh the locations of the several proposed 
IKMBts would not be in violation of the role, there was no prospect of the support 
necessary to maintain vigorous Commanderies. 

Before a new Commandery should be authorized, the power granting the au- 
thority should be satisfied that the life of existing Commanderies would not, in the 
least, be jeopardized, and that strong and healthy Chapters exist in the proposed 
new Jurisdiction. Existing Commanderies, having possession of the territory, are 
first in time and right, and reasonable and just opposition by them, should, in most 
cases, if not in aU, be conclusive. A strong, growing, zealous Chapter is a strong 
argument in favor of granting power to form a new Commandery, but it should not 
be always conclusive. 

In this connection, I express my judgment, that only in extreme cases should 
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the Grand Commandery grant a charter in the absence of probationary work under 
dispensation. 



The following decisions, made by the Grand Commander, were ap- 
proved : 

This question was asked: Are Ck>mmanderies under dispensation liable for 
annual dues to the Grand Gommandery, and for the fee of one dollar on the Red 
Cross, and two dollars on the Order of the Temple? Answer. Yes. 

The following inquiry was made: How soon after rejection, if at all, can a 
companion renew his application for the orders? The answer was: At the expira- 
tion of six months from the date of reijection. 



The Report on Correspondence is by Sir Brown, and with that en- 
dorsement it is needless to say it will well repay any time spent in its 
perusal. Sir Brown ranks high as a member of the corps reportorial, 
and justly so. 

Twenty-Nine sister Grand Commanderies receive his attention, and 
every one is a condensed history of their doings. 

Unfortunately for Michigan, she holds her Annual Conclave at the 
same time as our sister Kansas, consequently our reviews of each other 
are a little aged when made, but nevertheless good. Sir Brown's re- 
view of Michigan is for 1882, and many kind and courteous things are 
said of us. Thanks! 



Of " our Hugh " he says : 

The Beport on Obituaries was presented by Hugh, (there is only one in the Pe- 
ninsular State.) The theme was one to inspire eloquence, and eloquently did our 
frater perform the task assigned him. 

Owing to the eloquence of the same Hugh, three years before, the public pa- 
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^>^e came off, and a dress parade, ending in the formation of a hollow square, from 
^Vrhich the Grand Commander made a few remarks, extolling the Knightly bearing, 
^tc., of the Sir Knights. 

Again Hngh's talents were in reqmsition, and right well did he serve the 
brethren and add joy to the occasion. Jost one thing we would fain ask him to ex- 
plain: Who was that Sir Edward Bnrke to whom he alludes? We have read of 
-^^dmtind Bnrke who lamented the decay of chiyalry on the occasion mentioned, 
^nt onr Bnrke was never Knighted save in the heart of his admirers— the opponents 
^f murder, carnage and savagery. 

Arise, " Sir Hugh," and introduce your " Sir Edward " to " Sir 
John," and make him acquainted with him forthwith. 

GliOSINO. 

Sir Brown closes his report as follows : 

It was the purpose of your reporter on Ck>rrespondenoe to notice the more 
prominent questions under discussion by our Grand Bodies, and give the results 
reached by those whose opinions were entitled to greatest consideration, but in 
view of the length of this report, he deems it a duty to forbear' the addition of 
farther matter. At the Grand Conclave approaching, most of these questions will 
be settled, provided anything is accomplished in the way of securing uniformity in 
work, drill and dress. He, therefore, concludes by congratulating the fraters of 
this Jurisdiction upon the. solid progress they have made, during the year, as 
Knights Templar. 

FINE LOOEINa FELLOWS. 

In the proceedings before us are contained the portraits of Sir Wm. 
O. Gould, P. G. C, and Sir John M. Price, P. G. C, both fine looking 
fellows, and esteemed Enights of Kansas. We admire the Knightly 
motives that adorn the pages of Grand Commandery Proceedings with 
those we love to honor. 

OFFICBBS ELECTED. 

Sir Henry M. Waters, Independence, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir John H. Brown, Wyandotte, re-elected Grand Recorder. 
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The Thirty-Sixth Annual Conclave was held in Louisville, com- 
mencing 18th May, A. D. 1888, A. O. 766. 

Sir Thomas H. Sherley, Grand Commander. 
Sir Lorenzo D. Croninger, Grand Recorder. 
Twenty-two Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Five Past Grand Commanders present. 



Sir Knight William LaBae Thomas, Very Eminent Grand Junior Warden of 
the Grand Encampment, U. 8. A., was annoonoed, when the lines were formed and 
he was received with the honors due his rank, nnder an arch of steel, and most cor- 
dially welcomed by the Bight Eminent Grand Commander, and incited to a seat in 
the EfusL Sir Knight Thomas responded in a conrteons and feeling manner, ex- 
pressing the great gratification it afforded him in thns being officially receiyed by 
the Grand Commandery of Kentacky, as the accredited representatiye of the Grand 
Encampment of the United States. 

The following distingoished yisitors were also introduced and received: Sir 
Knight Theodore T. Gnmey, P. G. C, ULinois; Sir Knight James E. Agler, P. G. 
C, Mlssoori. 

These Eminent Templars made suitable responses, expressiye of the pleasure 
and gratification it afforded them in visiting this Grand Jorisdiction. 



The address of the Grand Commander is strictly a business paper, 
in which is set forth his labors the past year. 



Of the report of the Committee on Correspondence he says : 

Daring my term of office I have had occasion to examine into the natore and . 
amount of work done by the Committee on Foreign Correspondence; have com- 
pared onr reports with those of other Grand Jurisdictions, and believe they com- 
pare favorably with the best. I have also taken occasion to ascertain the compen- 
sation granted by the other large Grand Commanderies to their Chairman, and I 
find them largely in excess of that allowed by us. At a time when the Grand Com- 
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X3iandery conld not well afford to make any liberal allowance for serrioes rendered, 
-t^e salary was reduced, bat now, being in a condition that we can well afford it, I 
^^oold recommend that an increase be allowed to oar Ghairman, so as to make it 
<3ommensarate with the importance of the position and amoant of work done. 

To which, I believe, the Corps Reportorial will say, without a dis- 
aBenting voice. Amen. 

THANKS. 

He returns his thanks to Sir Woodruff as follows, for information 
if urnished : 

To Past Grand Gommander Gharles B. Woodraff, Ghairman of the Gommittee 
Foreign Correspondence, I am ander many obligations for valoable information 
^nd assistance, and had I the authority would dub him the walking encyclopedia 
Templar law and jurisprudence. 

A worthy compliment to a worthy officer. 



CONCLUSION. 

He concludes his address as follows: 

In returning you the badge of office, which, through your partiality I was a 
^^Qr ago invested, I hope that no act of mine has tarnished its brilliancy. I trust 
^ixtit the leaves of the wreath that surrounds the cross have not faded or withered 
neglect on my part; and if I have assisted in clothing tl^e naked, binding up the 
^^oonds of the afflicted, or inculcated charity and hospitality, great is the inherit- 
ance I leave for those I love. 

The noble tenents of our Order, if carried out, must make us all better and 
'^^>%rtier men, and to him who has practiced the lessons taught is the happy privilege 
looking back on a life fraught with benefits to mankind, and when resting be- 
-'^^ath the shadows of the grave, leave behind him a name fragrant with the mem- 
^^:ft?y of deeds of usefulness done, weighty responsibilities suooessfally met, and of 
^^'^ties faithfully, promptly discharged. 

FINANCE. 

The Committee on Doings of Grand Officers reported a^ follows, 
^"^^^hich was adopted by Committee on Finance : 

We approve of the recommendation of the Grand Gommander in regard to in- 
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creasing the pay of oar accomplished Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Cor- 
respondence, and recommend the Committee on Finance to offer a reeolation to 
that effect. 



Information was received by the Grand Commander, that Sir Knight J. Lu 
Power, Grand Becorder of the Grand Commandery of Mississippi, was in the city; 
whereupon the Grand Commander appointed Past Grand Commander Charles B. 
Woodraff a committee to invite Sir Knight Power to visit this Grand Commandery. 

In a short time Sir Knight Power appeared, and was introdaced and frater- 
nally welcomed, whereupon he made fitting and courteous response. 

Sir Knights Thomas, Byan and Morris were appointed a committee to escort 
Sir Knight John D. Caldwell, Past Grand Becorder of the Grand Encampment, and 
of the Grand Commandery of Ohio, to the dais, when he was introduced to the 
Grand Commandery, and expressed his gratification on being so situated as to be 
present on this occasion. 

Sir Robert Morris, our beloved Knight, for the Committee on the 
Masonic Widows and Orphans Home, submitted the following report, 
which was accepted and adopted : 

Whebkas, a Masonic newspaper will soon be published by the Masonic 
Widows and Orphans* Home, for the purpose of teaching the orphans of our de- 
ceased brethren practical lessons of industry, and disseminate the principles of 
Masonry; 

Resolved^ That said "Masonic HoDne Journal " is hereby declared the ofiicial 
organ of this Grand Commandery, and the Bight Eminent Grand Commander be 
hereby requested to publish therein his official orders, decisions, etc., as far as prac- 
ticable; and when the same shall so be promulgated, they shall be deemed the official 
public utterance of Templary in this Grand Jurisdiction, and shall be respected 
accordingly. 



Your committee regret space forbids us from giving in full the 
Dramatic Poem composed by Sir Robert Morris, and dedicated to the 
Grand Commandery. We unhesitatingly give it a high place among 
the many good things written by him, and know it is appreciated by 
Kentucky's Enights. 
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COUBTBOTJS AND KNIGHTLY. 

The Report on Correspondence is from the pen of Sir Woodruff, 
and is fully entitled to the many good things said of it by the Grand 
Commander. 

He reviews the proceedings of twenty-nine sister Grand Command- 
^ries, Michigan among the number. Of course, his review of ourselves 
is kind, courteous and Knightly ; indeed, " it is ever thus." 

OFFICBBS BLBCTBD. 

Sir Edwin G. Hall, Louisville, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir Lorenzo Dow Croninger, Covington, (of course,) re-elected 
errand Recorder. 

ii* 

The Twenty-First Annual Conclave was held in the City of New 
Orleans, commencing February 15th, A. D. 1884, A. O. 766. 
Sir Joseph P. Hornor, Grand Commander. 
Sir Richard Lambert, P. G. C, Grand Recorder. 
Four Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Eieven Past Grand Commanders present. 

GRAND COMMAinJER'S ADDRESS. 

The Grand Commander opens his address by referring to the organ- 
isation of a new Commandery at Shreveport, and says on that subject : 

I regret to have to report that this long journey from the extreme Sontheastem 
^^srt of onr great State to the farthest Northwestern comer thereof, a distance of 
-^^early f onr hundred miles, had to be traveled by me alone and unattended. I 
-^^nnd it impossible to obtain the compcmy of a single officer or past officer of this 
^^rand Commandery, and, on my arrival at Shreveport, I was almost entirely with- 
^^Tit support to assist me in doing the work that necessarily had to be performed; 
^^nt, dnring my stay, our fraters of Shreveport were visited by a considerable dele- 
ctation of Sir Knights from Gray C!ommandery No. 16, of the neighboring City of 
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Marshall, within the Jnrisdictioii of our Sister Grand Gommandery of Texas, and, 
from the moment of their arriyal, all diificolties of eyery description Tanished, for 
they gallantly*came to my relief, and with their assistance the orders were conferred 
with as mnch eclcU as possible. 



Of the Grand Encampment of the United States, and their doings in 
California, he says: 

The proceedings of the Triennial Gondave of the Grand Encampment of the 
United States were marked with the senility which seems to increase with its age. 
There was absolntely nothing done for the good of the Order, and, bat for the re- 
newing of former ties of friendship, and the interchange of friendly sentiments 
between the representatiyes of so many widely separated sections, the Gonclaye 
had better not have been held. Mnch of the time was occapied wiih an unseemly 
wrangle between the Grand Master and Grand Becorder, in which the former was 
as manifestly right as the latter was nndonbtedly wrong, and all of which arose 
from the Grand Encampment haying appointed a committee, with the Grand Mas- 
ter at its head, to attend to the printing of the proceedings— a daty self-eyidently 
belonging to the office of the Grand Becorder, and with which he alone should 
have been entrusted. Nothing was done with the vexed qaeetions concerning the 
uniform; the matter of drill was left entirely to the regulation of the State Grand 
Gommanderies, each in its own Jurisdiction, without an opposing voice; the pro> 
posed new double Bitual of the Order of Malta was adopted, with instructions to 
the State Grand Gommanderies to choose which of the forms they should adopt; 
the various decisions of the Grand Master were approved; and the Grand Encamp- 
ment adjourned, with any quantity of important business before it, and plenty of 
time to do it in, by the closely contested vote of twenty-eight to thirty-four, to meet 
in St. Louis in 1886. Despite the fact that six months have elapsed since then, not 
only have the printed proceedings not yet reached us, but not a particle of official 
information of any kind whatever has yet been furnished us of the doings of the 
governing body of our Order! 



He devotes much space in his address to the " miiform question," 
and quotes the action of the Grand Encampment had from time to time 
since the year 1862 upon that question, and then wades in " as follows : 
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The action of the Ghrand Encampment upon these directly conflicting reports, r 
proves my theory of its ntter imbecility on this snbject: it first refused to snbetitate ! 
the minority report for that of the majority; it next voted down a motion to adopt ' 
the majority report, and it finally laid both reports on the table! The meaning of i 
which action was, that the Grand Encampment would not repeal the edict of 1862, ! 
and that the edict should not be enforcedl j 

Now, the memorial of this Grand Commandery was referred to the special 
Committee on Uniform; this Committee was granted nntil the Triennial Conclave 
of 1883 to make its report; even then it did not report; and when one of yoor dele- 
gates moved, in the last Condave of 1888 at San Francisco, to take np that memo- 
rial for action, the Grand Encampment adjourned the Conclave for three years by a 
vote of thirty-f oar to twenty-eight. 

The above facte show that the Grand Encampment has, by its action and snf- 
f eranoe, plainly intimated its ntter incapacity and nnwillingnees to force obedience i 
to its edicts, as they now exist on its statute book, and over and over again has 
countenanced their infraction. Other Jurisdictions have followed the same course I 
that we formerly adopted, without any protest or interference from either the 
Grand Encampment or any of the Grand Officers. New York and Maryland have , 
changed the color of the shoulder-strap of the Past Commanders and Paat Grand 
Commanders; Kentucky has authorized the use of the brass button; Michigan has 
recently made quite as extensive additions as ourselves, and promulgated them 
throughout the United States, and no notice is taken of all this. Nay, more, at the 
last Triennial of the Grand Encampment there were almost as many uniforms ad- 
mitted and allowed as there are States in the Union. In addition to those already 
noted, were to be seen the polo-caps of Missouri; the green scarf and belt, gaudy 
with embroidered silver, of a California Commandery; the heavily-embroidered 
and very handsome black velvet mantles and army hats and plumes of others from 
the same Jurisdiction; and all with embroidered crosses upon the cuffs of their 
coats, and many with the same upon their collars, and amid all this an indiscrimi- 
nate use and disuse of gold and silver lace which rendered all distinction of rank 
utterly unrecognizable; the Grand Master wore a gold band upon his fatigu&^p, 
for which it would puzzle him to find authority; the then Deputy and present 
Grand Master wore the Grand Master^s Cross on his fatigue-cap, before he was 
elected to the latter office, and the Grand Captain General had a combination 
shoulder-strap that was marvelous to contemplate, and thoroughly unique in its 
conception and design. 

I cite all these things at this time, for the purpose of demonstrating that it is 
entirely impossible for the Grand Encampment or any of its officers to attempt to 
hereafter exercise any power or authority over the subject of uniform, that Grand 
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Body having abdicated all each; the daty, therefore, has devolyed apon each Grand 
Gommandery to regnlate Templar costome within its own Jurisdiction. 

Michigan has no trouble in that direcdon. She long ago found out 
that the way " to adopt a unifonh " was " to adopt it and we did so, 
and all is lovely within our Jurisdiction, and we rejoice that Louisiana 
has done the same, as appears by circular accompanying her proceedings. 

The youngest Templar in the United States will die of old age 
before the Grand Encampment will adopt a uniform,*' and enforce its 
adoption. 

INHABMONIOUS. 

We regret very much to notice the differences existing between our 
Sisters Louisiana and Maryland, as shown by the following remarks of 
the Grand Commander, who says : 

At onr last Annual Conclave, your Committee on Foreign Correspondence re- 
ported certain action that they had taken in retoming to the Grand Commandeiy 
of Maryland the report made to that body at its Conclave of 1882, by its Committee 
on Foreign Correspondence, and pablished in its proceedings of that year, on ac- 
count of certain unfriendly and unknightly language therein applied to the Grand 
Commandery of Louisiana, which action was approved by you and resolutions 
adopted ordering the report to "be transmitted by the Grand Beoorder to the 
Grand Commandery of Maryland, with the request that that Grand Body take ac- 
tion in the premises as it may deem just and proper.'^ Accordingly, the report and 
resolutions were adopted, and duly forwarded, as directed. On 7th December, 
1888, the following official reply of the Grand Commandery of Maryland to our res- 
olutions was received: 

" Headquabtebs of the Gband Commandebt KiTiOHTS Templab, 
AND THE Appendant Obdebs of the State of Mabtiand. 
" Office of the Gband Becjobdeb, 

Baltimobe, a. D. Nov. 28th, 1883. 

At the Thirteenth Arninal Condave of the Grand Commandery of Maryland, 
held in the Asylum, Masonic Temple, City of Baltimore, Wednesday, November 
28th, 1888, a communication was read from the Grand Commandery of Louisiana. 

On motion of Sir Jacob E. Krebs, P. G. C, the following preamble and reso- 
lution was adopted: 

*'Whebeab, a communication from the Grand Commandery of Louisiana 
has been received, addressed to this Grand Commandery, wherein they complain of 
the criticism of our Committee on Correspondence, on their proceedings at their 
AtititirI Conclave, held in 1881, in reference to proxy vote; therefore, be it 
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" Resolved^ That this Grand Commandery folly endorse the views of its Com- 
mittee as to the law in this case, and while they admit that the language used was 
somewhat severe, they atterly disclaim, both for themselves and for their Commit- 
tee, any intention to woond the feeling or personally insult any of onr f raters of 
lionisiana, whom they hold in most fraternal regard. 
" Trae copy, 

" CHARLES T. SISCO, 
" Grand BecorderJ'^ 

This is more than unsatisfactory; it is a deliberate avowal and endorsement of 
the offensive language used by the Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the 
^rand Commandery of Maryland, and a reiteration of it. We did not complain of 
the criticism, by the Committee, of our proceedings, but of the unfriendly and un- 
imightly language used by them, and we certainly expected at least a withdrawal 
of those expressions, if not an apology for their use, and a prompt reprimand to the 
Committee indulging in such coarse allusions; but nothing of the kind is done; the 
Grand Commandery of Maryland admit that the language used was somewhat se- 
vere,^* but in no manner retract any part of it, thus leaving it in its original full 
force and offensiveness, which action utterly contradicts the disclaimer of any 
intention to wound the feeling or personally insult any of our fraters of Louis- 
iana," who certainly do not wish to be held in any such *' most fraternal regard." 

The offensive words were such that in social Uf e could only be answered by a 
blow, or by the complete ignoring of the person who would permit himself to use 
such expressions. In our^ Knightly character, the latter alternative is alone left us, 
and I reconmiend that all intercourse and correspondence between the Grand 
Commandery of Maryland and the Grand Commandery of Louisiana be suspended; 
and that a committee be appointed to draft suitable resolutions to that effect, giv- 
ing the particulars in detail, and that, when the same shall have been presented 
and adopted, copies thereof be sent to all Templar bodies with whom we are in 
oorreepondenoe. 

And the report of the Special CJommittee to whom that part of the 
address was referred, as follows : 

Your committee, to whom was referred that portion of the address of the R. 
Grand Commander upon the action of the Grand Commandery of Maryland, re- 
Bx>ectfully report as follows: 

At the first meeting of this Grand Commandery (after its organization) in 
^K^65, the question was raised as to the right of an officer of the Grand Commandery 
Ct^ere were then no Past Grand Officers) being present and at the same time an 
^^^ninent Commander of his Commandery, to appoint a proxy to represent him in 
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the Grand Comxnandery. A decision of Grand Master French made (or reported) 
in 1802, was fonnd, for which he had giyen reasons at length (see Proceedings of 
Grand Encampment for 1862, pp. 25 to 27,) which decided such right to exist. Tliis 
decision remained the law upon the subject, as no contrary mling or action had 
ever been had, and the (]onstitation adopted in 1856 has never been changed or 
altered. The action of the Grand Gommandenr had from that time been necessa- 
rily onif orm in this regard, and its action had never been questioned until the ml- 
ing was questioned by a minority report of the Committee on Credentials in 1882, 
and which minority report, with a favorable opinion of the then Grand Commander 
thereon, was overruled by the Grand Commandery. 

Sir William T. Adreon, a Past Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery 
of Maryland, in Ids report as Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspond- 
ence, and which report was ordered to be annexed to the Proceedings of the Con- 
clave of that Grand Commandery of 1882, commenting on the affairs in Louisiana, 
after stating there were nine Past Grand Commanders present, including Sir J. 
Q. A. Fellows, Past Grand Master, quotes in full the action of this Grand Com- 
mandery, and briefly criticising the action, dissenting therefrom, and, among other 
expressions, says: " We have noted the fact above that Past Grand Master FellowB 
was present, and so far as the proceedings show, made no sign to arrest or defeat, 
this [the italics are ours] most outrageous violation of all the decencies of Masonic 
Law and Equity, Louisiana is a small Jurisdiction. If it required five just men 
to save her, we fear she would have to go the way of Sodom and Gomorrah,^^ 

Last year your Committee on Foreign Correspondence reported on this subject 
matter, that he had returned the objectionable portion of the report to the Grand 
Kecorder of the Grand Commandery of Maryland, which action this Grand Com- 
mandery approved, and at the same time it resolved that the Grand Commandery 
of Maryland be requested to take such action in the premises as it might deem 
just and proper." It was supposed, as a matter of course, that the Grand Com- 
mandery of Maryland would have deemed it *^ just and proper " to disavow the in- 
suit, recall the words used, and censure the Chairman of the Committee on Corre- 
spondence. The result has been otherwise than was expected, as reported in the 
address of your Grand Commander. 

Your Committee fully approve the conduct of the Grand Commander, and 
recommend the adoption of resolutionB appended. It has been deemed lit and 
proper that the Knights Templar of other Jurisdictions, as well as our own, may 
know the gravamen of our complaint, to publish thus fully the origin of the ques- 
tion, and all the proceedings relative thereto, as they show, in the opinion of your 
Committee, the utter wantonness of the comments complained of. All which, with 
the accompanying resolution, are courteously submitted. 
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Resolved^ That all interoonrse and oorrespondenoe between the Grand Com- 
soiandery of Maryland and the Grand Gommandery of Louisiana be sospended. not 
"tx) be revived nntil the former shall disavow absolutely the sentiment reported to it 
dn 1882 complained of, and withdraw the words; that the credentials as Grand Bep- 
o^ntative Sir Edward T. Schultz, be withdrawn, and that the Grand Bepresenta- 
iiye of the Grand Gommandery of Maryland near this Grand Gommandery be re- 
inmed; that a copy of this report and this reeolntion, to which shall be added the 
objectionable part of the report of the Gommittee on Foreign Gorreepondence to 
the Grand Gommandery of Maryland, in 1882, the report of the like committee of 
this Grand Gommandery and its action thereon, the action of the Grand Gom- 
mandery of Maryland herein in 1883, and that portion of the Grand Gommander's 
address relating to this sabject, be printed in circular form and copies thereof be 
sent to all Templar bodies with whom we are in correspondence, under the seal of 
the Grand Gommandery. 

These differences are much to be deplored. They are neither 
courteous or Knightly, and ill become Templars, who are supposed to 
be followers of the meek and lowly Jesus. 

We hope in our next report to be able to say all is once more peace 
and harmony. 

FOREIGN CORBBSPONDBNCE. 

No Report on Correspondence. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

Sir A. N. Cummings, New Orleans, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir Richard Lambert, P. G. C, re-elected Grand Recorder. 

* 

The Eighteenth Annual Conclave was held at St. Paul, commenc- 
iiig 25th June, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 

Sir Luther Z. Rogers, Grand Commander. 
Sir A. T. C. Pierson, Grand Recorder. 
Thirteen Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Five Past Grand Commanders present. 



Digitized by Google 



06 



COBBE8POMDENGE. 



ORAND COMMANDBR'8 ADDRESS. 



The Grand Commander, in his address, after referring to the duties 
before them, feelingly mentions the death of Pi G. Commander Geo. L. 
Otis, (a beloved Sir Knight, who first received " light in Masonry " in 
the Village of Kalamazoo in this State,) and says : 

Truly oar lines have fallen in pleasant plaoee. The year last past has been 
one of nnezampled prosperity, not only to onr whole country at large in all its 
Tarions and varied mterests, bat to onr own Order. It has been one of sach proe- 
perity that we shoald be grateful to Him who doeth all things weU. 

The reports of the Grand Officers will indicate m a measure the amount of onr 
prosperity. 

The Fifth Libation has been participated in in the most solemn manner posei- 
ble by that noble man, our Past Grand Commander, B. E. Sir Knight George 
L.OtiB. 

The spear of the grim destroyed. Death, touched his shield in challenge of 
deadly conflict, and as a mortal cannot prevail against immortality, he yielded up 
his life, March 29th, aged 58 years, and is now numbered with our honored dead. 

To know him was to respect and love him. I shall always count it one of the 
privileges of my life to have known him personally. 

His modesty was proverbial, and at his request he was laid in the silent tomb, 
in a quiet unostentatious way by loving hands Your committee will take proper 
action thereon. 



The following decisions were made by the Grand Commander ; 

" A petition for the orders of K. T. is rejected. Can he ever petition any 
other Commandery for the orders, or has the Commandery who first received his 
petition exclusive jurisdiotion on all his future applications of the kind?" 

Answer— YeR^ he can; he may move out of the State or Territory. But I in- 
ferred from your conujiunication, at the same time, you desired to have the answer 
apply to a case where two Commanderiee have concurrent jurisdiction. 

If so, my answer would be: The petitioner elects to go under the juiisdiotion 
of the Commandery to which he applies, that Commandery rejecting his applica- 
tion, refuses to take jurisdiction over him. Then the applicant must vrait the 
longest time required by the By-Laws of either Commandery (if they differ in 
length of time) before he can apply to either Commandery, dtherwise there oonld 
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not be cononrrent jurisdiction during the difference of time required by the separ- 
ate By-Laws. 

Ton will see I differ from the decision made in the Grand Encampment. 
A rejected Companion has no Templar rights. The jurisdiction of a Grand or 
fiabordinate Commandery extends only to the State (or Territorial) limits. 

And same were referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, who 
leported thereon as follows, and which report was adopted : 

That at the Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment, K. T. of the U. 
S. A., held in 1877, the following decision, made by the then M. E. Grand Master, 
viz.: "A rejected candidate cannot apply to another Commandery, withont the 
consent, by a nnanimons vote, of the one by which he was rejected," was approved 
by that Grand Body, and consequently is the law. The decision of the Grand Com- 
mander not being in harmony with that of the Grand Encampment, that of the 
latter is the role by which this Body is to be governed. We would therefore 
recommend that the decision of the Grand Commander be not approved. 

In reference to the ruling of the B. E. Grand Commander, holding that in 
case of a failure by a Subordinate Commandery to hold an election at the time pre- 
scribed in the By-Laws, the Grand Commander had no power to grant a dispensa- 
tion to hold an election, would report: 

That the practice in this jurisdiction has been to grant similar requests. Li 
the absence of any positive law upon the subject, no good reason suggests itself to 
your Committee why the Grand Commander has not the power to grant dispensa- 
tions for that purpose. In the opinion of your Committee, the law referred to by 
tlxe B. E. Grand Commander does not apply to that class of cases. 



Of the Grand Encampment of 1883, Sir Rogers speaks as follows : 

A chaotic subject. Opinions differ thereon. Til give you my own: Anything 
^Ikat is too big and of no use. The gathering of all Templars in the United States 

once to make one simple march, is too much; it costs too much time and money 
its worth. True, we make several hundred new acquaintances — that is, we get 

many badges and cards— but can remember but few of the faces. The Grand 
-^I:iicampment is purely a Legislative body. It has decided to have no Templar dis- 
^K^Xay at its Grand Conclave except one escort (two miles long over a six-mile course, 
^^Ti heat, rain, cyclone or fair weather) to its opening. Of what use is it to oonoen- 
'<:^>^rate around it? too much of everything that detracts the minds of the members 
^^iMin their duties. I attended every session in Chicago (except, of course^ I could 
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not be expected to stay away from the drill at Jockey Glab F&rk), and of all the 
thooBands there, I seldom found oyer two to three hondred present at its conclaves. 
The amount of bosinees transacted yon know; new forms of installation (to bother 
a man who can not make an off-hand speech). The designation of a Templar ie 

" Bir Knight," not " Sir So^d-So," and and . Don't find 

fault miless yon can offer an amendment. 

A purely business meeting of the officers and members of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, without display, would be conduciye to more good, or harm to the Order, as 
it might or might not make too many legislative acts. 

As an Appeal Gourt, to settle any differences between any Templar Jurisdic- 
tions, and with power to preyent liie wandering too far from, or breaking the Gon- 
stitntion of the Grand Encampment and the formation of new Grand Gommand- 
eries, are about all the duties that should be performed by that Grand Body. 

The Grand Gonmianderies of each Jurisdiction are large enough and haye 
sufficient intelligence to manage their own affairs, and when they know there is a 
power above them that can render null any unconstitutional act of theirs, they will 
use as much judgment in the Grand Gommandery as in the Grand Encampment, of 
which many members of each Grand Gommandery are permanent members. 

Wonder if he went to the " Golden Shore " last August ; if so, was 
there anything to change his opinions ? 

RESOLUTION. 

The following resolution was offered by Sir Langley, and adopted : 

Resolved, That, whereas, at the last Annual Gonclave of this Grand Gom- 
mandery no appointment of a Gommittee on Foreign Gorrespondence was made, as 
required by the Grand Gonstitution; and, whereas, our Grand Becorder has, for a 
number of years pest, prepared such reports to the satisfaction of the Grand 
Body, therefore our Grand Becorder be requested to prepare a report on Foreign 
Gorreepondence and print with the proceedings of the present Grand Annual Gon- 
claye. 

SIR PIBRSON'S REPORT. 

In accordance therewith Sir Pierson prepared his usual report, giv- 
ing a synopsis of the doings of thirty sister Grand Commanderies. 

In referring to the resolution under which he acts as the writer on 
correspondence of the present session, he says : 

At the late session a resolution was unanimously adopted by the Grand Body, 
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<8ee page 36 ante), for which oompliment the writer is profoundly gratefnl, and in 
compliance therewith presents the following brief notice of the transactions re- 
ceived, regretting that health has interfered with its preparation. 



Under California, Sir Pierson quotes what was said by their Grand 
Commander relative to the Grand Encampment, and comments as fol- 
lows: 

Well, the Conclave was held, and we opine that the Grand Commander was 
jmtt a little disappointed with the amount and kind of business transacted. 

We were present at each session and do not call to mind any act or deed of 
exalted nsefnlness, which will so much redound to the permanent good, lasting 
welfare and prolonged nsefnlness and perpetuity of the Order." On the contrary, 
very much that was done and said should not be permitted to go before the world; 
matters were presented and elaborately dilated upon that were beneath the dignity 
even of a Subordinate Commandery to discuss. 

Those who attended both could not resist remarking upon and contrasting the 
reception of Templars at Chicago and San Francisco. In the former city, you 
looked at my carriage? Seven dollars and a half sir; in the latter only the usual 
prices for use were exacted. Hotel bills less than Eastern rates for the same accom- 
. modations; no such terln as " Templars* prices " heard in the stores; all classes ap- 
peared to vie with each other in endeavors to make a favorable impression upon 
the visiting Sir Knights. 

Buildings everywhere profusely decorated with Templars* and liiasonic em- 
blems; not only on the streets through which the procession passed, but even on 
the back streets. 

We have participated in many Templar and Masonic processions, but do not 
remember one that, taken as a whole, was the equal of the San Frandsoo parade of 
EnightB Templar. Promptly at the hour fixed upon the march began, no waiting 
four hours in the broiling sun, as at Chicago; five thousand Knights Templar in 
full regalia, in line. 

The Knights from the coast —about four hundred —were all mounted on coal 
black horses, the whole presenting an unequaled show. 

MIGHIOAN. 

Michigan for 1888 is kindly and courteously reviewed. The 
address of the acting Grand Commander is commented upon as one of 
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unusual excellence, and thoroughly practical. Our Report on Corre- 
spondence is also kindly spoken of. You have our sincere thanks, Sir 
Pierson. 

0FFICSB8 BLEGTED. 

Sir Wm. C. Bronson, Stillwater, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir A. T. C. Pierson, St. Paul, re-elected Grand Recorder. 

* 

The Twenty-Third Annual Conclave was held in Grenada, com- 
mencing 9th May, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 
Sir James T. Meade, Grand Commander. 

Sir Geo. S. Green, pro tern Grand Recorder (owing to the indisposi- 
tion of Sir Power, which we are glad to know was but temporary). 
Twelve Subordinate Commanderies represented. 

A oonstitational nnmber of OommandBriiBB being represented, the Grand 
Gommandersr was opened in ample and Knightly Form, and proceeded forthwith 
to the Methodist Ghnrch, where the Offices of Devotion were observed in a solemn 
and impressive manner— the Grand Prelate, Bev. Sir J. M. Boon, condncting the 
service, and the sacred mnsic accompanying same being ezecnted by a select choir 
of ladies and gentlemen of Grenada. 

On arrival at the Ghnrch, an eloquent address of welcome was delivered by 
Sir Kt. B. G. Adams, Jr., and during the exercises the Grand Prelate delivered a 
discourse very appropriate to the occasion. 

GRAND COMMANDEB'S ADDRESS. 

On the return to the Asylum, the Grand Commandery resumed its 
labors, and the Grand Commander delivered his address. In the opening 
(after welcoming the Sir Knights), he says : 

These Grand Gonclaves are seasons of great joy, in which free communion 
with one another should be held; courteous relations cultivated; social virtues 
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piactioed; all of whioh tend to the higher elevation of oar moral Btandard, and fit 
ns the better for the discharge of the duties of oor profession. 

We love the Order for the troth it incnlcates— let all the world love it for our 
exemplification of those troths —and as in the Middle Ages, a Knight clad in com- 
plete armor was considered inirulnerable against any opponent of his time, so let 
OS act in this enlightened age, that we may prove invnlnerable to the attacks of 
those who, through ignorance, may seek to cast discredit apon it. 

We are no longer required to do actual battle in defense of that cause we have 
vowed to support, but, as Ghristian warriors, should be ever ready to participate in 
the warfare constantly waged by troth against falsehood, right against wrong, vir- 
tue against vice. In that battle let us all be ready and willing to fight; his shield 
bright as his own spotless honor; his sword glistening with the purity of his own 
conscience. 

Should we not be proud of an Order numbering among its members Ministers, 
Statesmen, Juristo, Philosophers, Poete,— men of all professions, standing in the 
front rank— kneeling at our altar and taking upon themselves additional vows of 
service to the innocent maiden, the helpless orphan and the Christian religion?" 
Aye, Sir Knights, and justly do we feel proud. May we prove to the world the 
parity of our intentions. 

We quote the following from a portion of his address : 

A few admonitory remarks on two other questions, and I pass on. 

The desire for display, oostiy banquete, and lavish expenditure of money, 
Generally exhibited by most of the Subordinate Gommanderies, extending to us 
Invitations to meet with them, should have passing notice, at least. Our meetings 
alionld be for the purpose of labor and business, interspersed with hours of pleas- 
-Oxe and refreshment. But " mine host " has made out his programme with feasts 
ixiss and entertainmente the prominent feature, and his gueete are too polite to ask 
change. To entertain one^s gnesto in a creditable and fitting manner is very com- 
Xmendable. But it is not the part of wisdom to do so at the expense of your very 
ei^dstenoe. As omr members increase, these meetings will be more largely attended 

the expense of these entertainments will increase- until finally bankroptcy to 

'^'kie Subordinate Gommandery will follow in our wake. 

I merely wish to bring this matter to your notice, that it may have your earnest 
"Uioaght as individual Sir Knighte. No action by this Grand Body is suggested. 
^I?he remedy lies with each Subordinate Gommandery. 

I am pleased to note the growing tendency in many of our sister Ghsnd Juris- 
^^ictions, to celebrate Holy days— as Ghristmas, Easter, Good Friday, Ascension Day, 
^Fto.— particularly Easter and Ascension Day. As a Ghristian Order, nothing could 
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be more appropriate than the obseryaQce of these Chnroh FeetlTalB — and I earnest- 
ly recommend that the Grand Body take some action tending to set apart Easter 
and Ascension Day to be obeenred by all Subordinate Commanderies in some soita- 
ble manner. 

And give in full what he says relative to the order in general : 

I am pleased to report the oontinned ezistenoe of fraternal relations with all 
other Grand Jurisdictions. BOssissippi always has pasHing notice, and if not the 
largest, is not the least among the Sisterhood. Kany questions of general interest 
agitate the Templar mind, in almost all the Grand Jurisdictions, but none of 
special importance to this Grand Body. Were it not that I might be considered as 
intruding upon the prerogatives universally conceded to the Foreign Corresponds 
enoe Ck>mmittee, I would have my aay on the dogma of the Trinity, but I desist. I 
am thankful to say that there is no division on this question in our Grand Jurisdic- 
tion. Our beautiful Devotional service, prepared by Sir Frederic Speed, and 
adopted in 1880, contains the following, almost in the very beginning: 

"Here, all standing, the Prelate shall say — Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost." 

BIB E. G. DB LAP. 

The following letter was read from Sir E. G. DeLap : 

Natchez, May 7th, 1888. 

Dear Sir Knights: 

I had hoped to enjoy the privilege of being with you at this session of Grand 
Commandery, but the alarming frequency of terriiic storms of wind and electri- 
city, with their destructive results, both to life and property, convinces me that my 
place is with my wife and baby. My report, prepared while seriously ill, and per 
consequence, not an exceptionally good one, is in the hands of Grand Becorder, 
and I trust your judgment of its merits will be tempered by the circumstances at- 
tending its preparation. I sincerely trust that your meeting may be one of unal- 
loyed pleasure, and that the Angel of Death may not visit the households of Grena- 
da, after your adjournment, as he did after the close of the Grand Lodge in the 
year of sorrow, 1878. 

Courteously yours, 

E. G. DbLAP, 

F. C. Com. 

We are glad to know that the indisposition of our friend and Knight 
was but temporary, and that he is once more " on deck." Indeed, we 
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cannot see that the Grand Commandery suffered in the least, for our Sir 
Knight has given us a full and courteous review of the transactions of 
twenty-seven sister Grand Jurisdictions, including Michigan; and to 
show his work was such work as the Order desires, he was again ap- 
pointed to his usual place in the Corps Reportorial. 

Mississippi Sir Knights know when they have an able, eflacient and 
courteous ofllcer, and know enough to keep him. 

For what Sir DeLap says of us and " our more Innesisms," he has 
our lowest bow. We often want to talk, but think what others say of 
so much more interest, that we prefer to listen. Another thing, Sir 
DeLap ; you once said something about " native modesty." ^ell, we 
liave just a little bit, "you know," " you know." 



We give in full the conclusion of his report : 

And now» Sir Knights, cmr work is almost done. That we have been too un- 
well daring the whole period of its preparation, to do jostioe to the sabject in 
band, is onr only excose for its many imperfections. We find, in ronning through 
the different pamphlets, that interest in the Order is somewhat on the increase, bnt 
we fear that this is in some degree traceable to the near approach of the Triennial 
Spree and a desire to participate therein. A spirit of harmony and peace seems to 
pervade the Templar World, and in many instances we note indications of higher, 
holier, purer, and better aspirations among its leading minds. Dispensations for 
parade on bnncombe occasions are lees freqaentiy issned than formerly, and we 
trust that as these blots npon the institution decrease, a higher appreciation of the 
fundamental and living principles of the institution may correspondingly increase. 
We find some advocates of wine at Templar banquets, but have an abiding faith 
that the better judgment of our fratere will eventually cause its banishment from 
all entertainments of societies claiming moral purity. General Order No. 5, from 
G. M. Dean, with its accompanying iU feeling, will have a tendency to make things 
lively in the Grand Encampment next August, and the Calif omia wines, whiskies 
and Jersey lightnings of our fraters of the Golden State, will make us lively times 
outside. Some people enjoy this sort of thing, but we cannot; and if we could, on 
any occasion, it would not be on one like this, and under the auspices of our Order 
founded upon the Christian religion and the practice of the Christian virtues. 

With best wishes for the personal happiness and prosperity of each one of 
yon, and also all Templars, wheresoever dispersed, we bid you adieu. 
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OFFICERS ELECTED. 

Sir H. M. Romberger, Water Valley, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir John L. Power, Jackson, (of coarse) re-elected Grand Recorder. 



MASSAGHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 



The usual Semi-Annual Conclave was held in Boston on 23d May, 
A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 

Sir Caleb Saunders, Grand Commander. 
Sir Alfred F. Chapman, Grand Recorder. 

The business of the Conclave was devoted to local matters entirely. 



The Seventy-Eighth Annual Conclave was held at Boston, com- 
mencing 3l8t October, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 
Sir Caleb Saunders, Grand Commander. 
Sir Alfred F. Chapman, Grand Recorder. 
Thirty-seven Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Nine Past Grand Commanders present. 



The Grand Commander, in his address, refers to the following de- 
cisions made by him, and which were, on proper reference, approved : 

I waa asked: " How can a GommandeTy legally release jurisdiction over a re- 
jected candidate, so that he can apply to a Gommandery located in this Jnrisdic- 
tion?** I replied that a Gommandery conld waive its jurisdiction in such a case 
only by onanimons vote taken at any regular Gondaye after the expiration of four 
months from the date of the rejection of the candidate. Our Gonstitation, section 
4, after providing as to the jurisdiction of its Subordinate Gommanderies, farther 
provides " that any Gommandery may waive jurisdiction in favor of any person de- 
sirous to apply to any other Gommandery.** It seems to me that this proTision of 
the Gonstitntion applies to candidates who have never petitioned for the orders. 
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rather than to a rejected candidate; in one case it may be considered just that joris- 
diction might be waived by a majority vote, while in the other the trae mle should be 
that a nnanimons vote should be had. Our Constitation is entirely silent upon this 
matter, and in making my decision I believed the safe mle to follow was, in ac- 
cordance with my official vow, to adopt that laid down in the Statutes of the Grand 
Encampment. I am well aware, however, that there are many different opinions 
upon tiiis subject. I, therefore, report it to yon so that by your action upon it the 
matter may be definitely settled. 



Of his visit to California, and of the doings of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, Sir Samiders thus reports ; 

In compliance with a vote at its last Semi-Annual Conclave this Grand Body 
was represented at the Twenty-Second Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encamp- 
ment at San Francisco by its first three officers in person, and by the Eminent Grand 
Becorder as proxy for the Grand Captain General. Past Grand Commander Van 
Slyck was also in attendance, and took an active and influential part in the business 
of the Grand Encampment. I believe that more attention was given to the business 
of the Conclave than has of late been usual at Triennial Conclaves. Your Bepre- 
sentatives, denying themselves of the pleasure of accepting the very many courte- 
ous invitations to participate in the almost numberless excursions and entertain- 
ments prepared by the Knights of California, gave their entire attention to the 
business of the Conclave during its session. Although there appeared to be a de- 
sire on the part of all to transact all necessary business, still the Conclave was ad- 
journed, leaving many matters of importance unattended to which might have been 
disposed of had the Grand Encampment itself observed ihe requirements of its own 
statutes, as it requires all its Subordinates to observe them. I find in the Supple- 
ment to the Code of Statutes, sections 101 and 102, the following provision: " The 
Grand Encampment will accept no invitation to unite in a Templar parade dur- 
ing its Conclave. It prohibits any of its members from participating therein dur- 
ing such Conclave except to escort the Grand Encampmentat the opening session 
of the Conclave." Tet, although the provisions of these statutes were called to the 
attention of the Grand Encampment, it voted to i>articipate in a parade upon the 
last day of its session, leaving a large amount of business to be transacted at a 
hurried evening session when the majority of its members, wearied by the day^s pa- 
rade, were anxious to be relieved of further labor, and were eagerly making prepa- 
ration for their return to their homes. Can the Grand Encampment expect its 
Subordinates to respect the provisions of its statutes when it openly disregards 
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them itself? Onrfratere of Calif omia did eYerything in their power to make the 
occasion one of interest and pleasoie to their frateis from the East. No amonnt of 
labor or expense was spared to render this Triennial one of enjoyment to all who 
attended it. The citizens, generally, vied with each other in doing ns honor and 
in contributing to onr comfort. This Grand Commandery was honored by the ap- 
pointment of Bight Eminent Sir Nicholas Van Blyck as Grand Warder; the same 
distingaished Knight was also placed npon the Committee on Jnrispmdence, a 
worthy recognition of his ability as a Templar jurist. The Committee on the 
Bitoal of the Order of Malta, appointed in 1877, and oontinned in 1880, presented 
their report, which was adopted, sabmitting two formulas for the consideration of 
the Grand Encampment, and recommending " that they be adopted as the only aa- 
thorized Knights of Malta ceremonials allowed to be used within the Jurisdiction of 
the Grand Encampment of the United States; and that it be left to the several Grand 
Commanderies to determine which of these ceremonials they will use; and that no 
Knights of Malta shall be created in any Commandery under this Jurisdiction un- 
less received according to one or the other of these formulas." The first formula, 
which is very beautiful, is quite long, and requires many officers and much para- 
phernalia, and will be hardly practicable in some of our Commanderies; the short 
formula embraces, in a compact form, "all the essentials, such as vows, signs, 
tokens, passwords, etc., as completely as they are in the fuU ceremonial." It will be 
necessary that some action upon this matter be had at this Conclave. Some slight 
changes were also made in the Templar Bitual, which changes I herewith submit 
for your consideration. Several amendments to the Constitution wet© also pro- 
posed, but as no proper notice of them had been given, no action was taken. 
Grand Master Dean presented a very able and learned report of his official acts and 
decisions, in which many important matters in relation to Templar Masonry are 
carefully and exhaustively discussed. The proceedings of the Conclave were 
marked by a spirit of harmony, and a desire upon the part of all to labor for the 
best interests of the Order. 



The following recominendation was made by the Grand Com- 
mander in his annual address, but we fail to find any action had there- 
upon by the Grand Commandery : 

In all the Grand Commanderies under the jurisdiction of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, with the exception of three, Massachusetts and Bhode Island, Arkansas and 
Georgia, there is annuaUy appointed a Committee on "Foreign Correspondence,*' 
whose report is printed with the annual proceedings of these Bodies. The duties 
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of this Committee are to examine and review the proceedings of the seiyeTel Grand 
Ck>mnianderieB, and in their report, briefly to comment npon the doings of oar 
sister Grand Bodies, to notice and discuss qaestions of Templar law and practice 
in other JnrisdictionB, so tliat errors may be corrected and Templar usage and cos- 
tom of all those who yield obedience to the Grand Encampment may be uniform. 
From perosing the reports of a number of these Committees, I am persuaded that 
much benefit would accrue to the Templars of our own Jurisdiction were such a 
Committee appointed for our own Grand Commandery. The report of such a 
Committee, if it is what it ought to be, would giire our Sir Knights an opportunity 
of knowing what is being done in other jurisdictions and of gathering much valu- 
able information otherwise unattainable by the great majority of our fraters. I 
would, therefore, recommend that at this Conclave the Grand Commander be au- 
thorized to appoint such a Committee. 

OFFICERS BLBCTED. 

Sir Caleb Saunders, Lawrence, Mass., re-elected Grand Commander. 
Sir Alfred F. Chapman, Boston, Mass., re-elected Grand Recorder. 



The Twenty-Second Annual Conclave was held at St. Louis, com- 
mencing 1st May, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 

Sir William J. Terrell, Grand Commander. 
Sir William H. Mayo, Grand Recorder. 
Thirty-nine Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Nine Past Grand Commanders present. 



The Grand Commander thus addresses himself to the Sir Knights 
in his opening: 

No one should enter our sacred Asylum who does not in his life, as well as be- 
lief, show the culture of a Christian character. As, to be good men and true, was 
the first lesson taught us in Masonry, so to be the Christian gentleman is the most 
wwCTitial of Knighthood. 
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Not only, as Napoleon said to his solcUen, when amid the Pyramids, are the 
ages looking down npon nsl*' bat the argos-eyed oiyiliaed world somtinizes onr 
most insignificant evolution, and mioroeoopee oar deportment; and we are permit- 
ted to say, only by oar life, (onr every day bearing, as basinees men, at home or in 
society, or in public or private Conclaves— everywhere), whether oar Order is not 
more feathers and fostian than bailders of Grand Temples in the hearts of men; 
whether the glisten of our swords in Triennial sonlight is not more to be admired 
than the tried steel of oar Knightly character. 

Shall we then, in oar acts as well as thoaght, renew oar eeal to trae Knight- 
hood, and ever **gaard well," not only the avenues to oar Asylam, bat to oar 
hearts. 

The address takes up sixteen pages in laying before the Command- 
ery the labor performed the past year. Much attention has been given 
to details, and the Grand Commander shows himself a worker as well as 



He pays the following t;ribute to the Sir Knights of his Jurisdiction : 

In all my interooarse, and upon every highway of ojficial daty. have I met 
that noble hospitality so characteristic of Knights Templars, and so genial and 
disinterested, that Time seemed almost to repent his steps as he strode by, and 
leaving sach deep impression on my heart, that time nor misf ortane can neither 
efface nor lessen. When labors seemed abundant and trials not as angels* visits; on 
every hand and on all occasions, so pare, so heart-felt, have been the words of cheer; 
so devoted the deeds and tokens of Templar*s love; so coorteoos the bearing of all 
the Grand and Babordinate officers and Sir Knights in this Grand Jurisdiction 
towards me, that with the most pleasurable recollections I return to you the baton 
of authority you so unanimously placed in my hand, hoping and believing that the 
pleasant and harmonious deliberations of this Conclave will be an omen of the 
bright future of Templar Masonry in this Grand State. 



Sir Enoch T. Carson, P. G. C. of Ohio, as the representative of the 
National Garfield Monumental Committee, was introduced, and ably 
addressed the members of the Grand Commandery on that subject 



The question of a Masonic Home was discussed, and referred to a 
committee, to report upon at next Conclave. Qo slow, Sir Knights, go 
slow! 



writer. 
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REPORT ON CORBBBPONDENGB. 



The Report on Correspondence is submitted by Sir William H. 
Mayo, and is indeed a hew departure, but nevertheless it is a gem of the 
kind. Of course, it is impossible to quote from it in the ordinary way 
of quotation, but we will give, in part, his opening, and cull a few of his 
" say so's " as we pass along : 

We start apon onr Sixth Annnal Report, with some little oariosity as to what 
will be its fate, for two reasons: First, we promised in our Report of 1881, that we 
would adopt an entirely different plan for a Report. This we have ondertaken 
now; and, secondly, at onr last Conclaye the Report was ordered printed and sent 
ont through the State in adyanoe of this Conclaye, thereby necessitating the writ- 
ing of the same at least two months earlier than has been our custom, missing ihe 
chance to review several States that haye failed as yet to come to hand, notably: 
Arkansas, Kansas, New Hampshire, New York, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. 

Our plan is this: Instead of reviewing each State separately, we propose to 
have our Report divided by the sub-heads named below, and give what is said by 
Grand Commanders and Correspondents on the i>articular subjects named, occa- 
sionally, possibly, giving our own individual yiews. This plan we know is a yery 
great deviation from the old stereotyped method of writing these Reports, and 
may bring down upon our unprotected head the aggrieved sword (or pen we mean) 
of some of the Mutnals who do not get the conspicuous and complimentary 
notices they and their States merit; we will, howeyer, try to ayert that calamity by 
giying a " model reyiew," if you will pardon the term, applicable to a " large ma- 
jority " of the proceedings before us. Our plan, we think, will enable our readers 
to better judge for themselves and form their own conclusions or opinions of the 
very few subjects of great importance that are being discussed by Templar writers, 
and will cost much less money to print than the old way. 



tinder the head of Grand Encampment, he says : 

We are very loyal to the Grand Encampment; we believe in a central govern- 
ing power, provided it does not go beyond the proper bounds. This we do not 
fear, because the Grand Encampment is formed of and controlled by Representa- 
tiyes from the several Grand Commanderies, and, whenever the head, or Grand 
Master, gets the " big head,'* and transcends his constitutional powers, he is sure 
to get a pretty thorough combing. This, even, is not likely to occur once in a de- 
cade; certainly not of tener. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Also, on the days of observance, Sir Mayo says: 

For a condnBion to this eabject, we defdre to say, we are strong in the belief 
that Aflceneion Day, or Holy Thnrsday, is, of all other days, the moet appropriate 
for Knights Templar, as saoh, to properly celebrate, for many reasons, a few of 
which we will give briefly: First, because it commemorates onr Bayior*s Ascension 
into Heaven after His resorrection. Second, Ascension Day does not come on the 
Sabbath, or Bonday. Third, it is the most appropriate day for grand, sonl-stining 
music— and we are in fayor of plenty of that— and, fourth, it comes at a time of 
the year, generally, when the weather is pleasant —a good time for a pablic tMtnide 
—and we think Knights Templar should have one day in the year— and one only— 
for a pablic demonstration. 



The Thirteenth Annual Conclave was held in Baltimore, commenc- 
ing 28th November, A. D. 1888, A. O. 765. 

Sir William Augustus Hanway, Grand Commander. 
Sir Charles Thomas Sisco, Grand Recorder. 
Seven Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Nine Past Grand Commanders present 

THE UNIFORM QUESTION. 

The Grand Commander has had a " tussle " with the uniform ques- 
tion in his Jurisdiction the past year, and, while referring to it, says : 

Certain progressive Sir Knights, desiring to appear in garb different from 
their f raters thronghont the United States, and acting npon the they say " of some 
one else, rather than the deliverances of the Grand Encampment on the sobject. 



OFFICEBS ELBCTFED. 



Sir P. J. Tygard, Butier, elected Grand Commander. 

Sir William H. Mayo, St Louis, re-elected Grand Recorder. 
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discard the conTentional black frock coat, and eabstitate in liea thereof the 
diess, or rather preeoribed uniform coat of a naval officer of high rank, which, 
others Beeing, adopt and add to, exchanging the ehoolder-strap for the ahonlder- 
knot. Still another, wishing to ontshine all his compeers, adds the aignlet. What 
other sabstitation might have been made is difficult to tell. Seeing a disposition 
on the part of many others to follow in the footsteps of the woold-be reformers, 
appreciating the tnith of the conplet, 



and realizing the binding force of my official vows, I issued General Order No. 1, 
calling attention to the Edict of 1862, of the Grand Encampment, on the subject of 
oniform, and ordering its observance by all Knights Templar in this Jurisdiction, 
sapposing, from ihe well-^own loyalty of liiaryland Templars to the principles of 
the Order, such notice would be sufficient. I am happy to rei>ort that the justice of 
the order was recognized by the majority. A few, however, disregarding the order, 
compelled official action, as is more fuUy reported hereafter. It is to be regretted 
that four of our Past Grand Commanders, who should, at all times, set an example 
of loyalty and discipline to their fraters of inferior rank, in violation of the utter- 
ances of the Grand Encampment, and in contempt of General Order No. 1, per- 
sisted in wearing in public a uniform other than that prescribed. 

Notwithstanding the prompt action taken by the Grand Com- 
mander, it appears he had to discipline a number of the good Sir 
Knights ; but wiser counsels prevailed, and, upon an acknowledgment 
of their error, matters were satisfactorily settled for the good of all. 



While discussing this uniform question, the Grand Commander 
makes the following recommendations, which were adopted : 

As no action was taken on the subject of uniform by the Ghnnd Encampment, 
at its recent Conclave in San Francisco, other than to buiy it in a Committee, (as 
has been the custom in the past,) and as the subject is one that must oonlinue to 
give trouble in its present shape, I beg to recommend the appointment of a Com- 
mittee, to report at this Conclave, a uniform in detail, in conformity, however, with 
the deliverances of the Grand Encampment The word uniform implies unif omu 
ity, and a casual glance will soon convince any one that, in many small details, 
this Jurisdiction fails to fulfil that condition. 



Whilst timorous knowledge stands considering, 
Audacious ignorance hath done the deed," 
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Many Grand Conlniancleriea haye adopted thia plan to the eadsfaction of all 
concerned. 

I woold farther reooDunend that the initiation fee be so advanced as to oorer 
the cost of the uniform adopted, and the ConunanderieB be required to fombh 
each new member, and thns preclade the possibility of farther tronble on this 
score. 

Good Sir Knights of Maryland, the only way to adopt a uniform is 
to adopt it 



We call the earnest attention of our Sir Knights to the following 
remarks of Sir Hanway on newspaper parade, now so common among 
Masons. Nothing tends so much to belittle our Order and bring us 
into contempt with the world as this "giving away" of our doings. 
Nothing is so galling to the writer, perhaps called an "old fogy," 
as to receive a notice to attend Commandery meeting, with the name of 
the candidate to be balloted for given in full, and to read In the next 
morning's paper, " the Order of the Temple was conferred by Sir A. B. 
upon R C. C. D., in a beautiful and impressive manner," etc., etc. Oh, 
Templars, where is thy blush ! 

I woold call attention to a practice which has of late years come into Togae, 
and which is not only derogatory to the dignity of ihe Order, bat contrary to the 
spirit and teachings of oar institation. It is the anaathorized and indiscriminate 
publication in the public prints of many things that transpire within our Asylums, 
and of which the world at large should know nothing. Unfortunately there are 
those among us who are fond of seeing their own names, or productions, in print, 
and who too often lose sight of one of the cardinal principles of Templarism in 
sounding their own praises, or those of the particular Gommandery to which they 
belong, or, perchance, some scheme in which they are interested. Many of these 
publications may only excite a smile of ridicule from those not of our household, 
and from those of our own faith, but at times they are intended to cast reflection 
upon those in authority, and bring their mandates into contempt. Of such a char- 
acter is an article that appeared in one of our dailies entitled, " A Masonic Sensa- 
tion." In this publication the author exhibits, not only a lamentable degree of 
ignorance, but a wonderful disregard of truth. I do not embody any portion of the 
article in this report, but read it for the purpose of recalling it to your minds. It 
seems to me some action should be taken on this subject. 



NEWSPAPER PARADE. 
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THE GRAND BNCAHPKENT. 



Of the doings of the Grand Encampment, he thus says a word or 
two: 

The doings of the Grand Encampment are easily summed up. Met, heard 
read Grand Master^s address, elected officers, which seems the most imi;)ortant 
matter the Grand Encampment has to attend to, adopted Bitoal of Malta, after the 
matter had been in Committee^s hands at least nine years, selected St. Louis as the 
point for holding the next Conclave, and adjourned. It was fully expected that the 
Committee having in charge the subject of uniform, would submit a report, and that 
the question would have been met and fully settled. Such expectations were vain. 
It was again left in the Committee's hands, to be rei>orted on at next Conclave. 
Why there should be so much delay in finally disposing of this question, is a mys- 
tery, unless it be that many members of the Grand Encampment fear they may be 
shorn of the gilded trappings, which, contrary to the regulations of the Order, they 
now wear. 



We find a communication was received by this Grand Commandery 
from that of Louisiana, which was read, and, on motion of Sir Krebs, 
the following preamble and resolution, referring thereto, were adopted : 

Whebeas, a commxmication from the Grand Commandery of Louisiana has 
been received, addressed to this Grand Commandery, wherein they complain of the 
criticism of our Committee on Correspondence on their proceedings at their An- 
nual Conclave, held 1881, in reference to proxy vote; therefore, be it 

Resolved^ That this Grand Commandery fully endorse the views of its Com- 
mittee, as to the law in the case, and while they admit that the language used was 
somewhat severe, they utterly disclaim, both for themselves and for their Commit- 
tee, any intention to wound the feeling or personally insult any of our fraters of 
Louisiana, whom they hold in the most fraternal regard. 

Now, we hope our Grand Sisters Louisiana and Maryland will 
forego any further action in this direction ; as for our part (personally) 
we think it is making much ado about nothing. Louisiana ought not 
to plead the " baby act." Homor, Fellows and others ought to know 
writers on Correspondence are given license to say many things that no 
Grand Commandery is responsible for, and the only way to get even is 
to have a Committee that can give as good as it receives. 



LOUISIANA. 
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The magnanimous thing is for Louisiana to say she fully vindi- 
cated herself, and express a willingness to let bygones be bygones. 
We notice Sir Adreon, Chairman Committee on Correspondence, reports 
Louisiana transactions not received. "We truly hope their non-reception 
has nothing to do with this foolish quarrel, and that at her next Con- 
clave Louisiana will see herself as others see her, and the grand old 
play of little J. Homer, sitting in a comer, etc., etc., will break anew, 
and all will regain their former good nature. 

BEFORT ON OOBBBSFOimBKCB. 

Sir Adreon*s Report on Correspondence, as all his work, does him 
gteat credit. His review is kind and courteous, as well as painstaking. 
He reviews twenty-eight Jurisdictions for 1882, and eighteen for 1883. 

He quotes fully from our proceedings of 1888, and we are supposed 
to be up to his standard, as he says nothing to the contrary. He gives 
in full the report of the Committee on Uniform. 

OFFICEBS ELECTED. 

Sir Wm. Augustus Hanway, Baltimore, re-elected Grand Com- 
mander. 

Sir Charles Thomas Sisco, Baltimore, re-elected Grand Recorder. 

* 

The Thirty-Second Annual Conclave was held in Portland, com- 
mencing 3d May, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 

Sir Edward P. Bumham, Grand Commander. 
Sir Stephen Berry, as Grand Recorder. 
Fourteen Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Eight Past Grand Commanders reported present. 
Three represented by proxy. 

The Grand Commander announced that M. E. Benjamin Dean, 
Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the United States, was 
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present, and appointed Past Grand Commanders John W. Ballon, Seth 
C. Gordon, Augustus B. Famham, Josiah H. Drummond and John Bird, 
with a suitable escort, to wait on him, and invite him to visit the Grand 
Commandery. They attended to that duty, and, escorted by them, the 
Grand Master entered the Asylum, was received under the arch of steel, 
introduced by Past Grand Ciommander Drummond, and welcomed by 
Grand Commander Bumham. 



Of Grand Recorder Berry, Sir Bumham says : 

On the 1st of January, oar yenerable Grand Becorder, while busy in hifi office, 
met with a fall, breaking his leg. We miss, to-night, the pleasant ooontenance and 
friendly greeting which for many years have never failed ns at onr Conclave. He 
has not been idle at his home, and we may expect that soon he can assnme his ac- 
customed place at the office. 

The writer is glad to know that Sir Berry is perfectly restored to 
good health. Long may he preserve his legs. 



The Grand Commander refers to the religious tests, and says: 

I would not again allude to this subject were it not for the fact that the few 
words in relation thereto from me, last May, have been criticised by Fast Grand 
Commander Carson, Chairman of the Correspondence Committee of the Grand 
Commandery of Ohio; who also treats, in a similar manner,. the views of Sir Stephen 
Berry, Chairman of our Correspondence Committee, and in language of which the 
follovnng is a part: Maine has the new religion bad." The Christian religion, 
adapted and amended to suit good men of all creeds and denominations, Jews, 
Mahometans, Brahmins— and why not Mormons?— is that universal religion our 
Maine Grand Commanders appear to delight in?" " Take care of the tactics and 
eliminate all religious discussion and teachings from the Asylum, in the elegant 
language of Grand Commander Bumham." " Blatherskite to all such Christian 
religion;" and in reply to Sir Knight Berry, *' We have heretofore shown, by au- 
thentic statistics, that about 97^ per cent, of all the professed. Christians of the 
world are fully agreed on the great cardinal doctrines of the Christian religion, in- 
cluding the dogma of the Holy Trinity/* 



GRAin) RBGOBDEB BERRY. 
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'* A little oock-8parrow eat np in a tree. 
And whistled, and whistled, and thos whistled he* 



Ghi(V4udefr4iee, 
Ghic-a-dee-dee, 
And no Tiin4-4ee.** 



As to Sir Knight Garson^s religion, I have nanght to say, for it is a matter be- 
tween him and his God, and with it the stranger intermeddleth not. His poetry, 
however, is patent, and those who like it, may. I do not deny the fact that there 
are in the United States twenty or more different denominations, each professing 
the Ghristian religion, and each entitled to respect. Their cardinal doctrines are 
many, and include different views npon the Trinity, methods of baptism, church 
communion, man's free will, God^s f oreordination, falling from grace, annihilation 
of the wicked, transnbstantiation, inspiration of the Scriptures, God's foreknowl- 
edge, final perseverence of the Saints, right to revise the Bible, giving to Peter 
the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, baptism of infants, and their salvation or 
damnation, the special revelation to Emanuel Swedenborg, the doctrine of elec- 
tion, that, from the foundation of the world, some are elected to be saved and oth- 
ers elected to be damned, the state of the righteous and of the wicked between the 
time of death and the general judgment, the revelation to Mother Ann Lee, total 
depravity, the doctrines of the Quakers or Friends, a personal Devil, what consti- 
tutes Heaven and Hell. I am aware that these are but part of the cardinal doc- 
trines. They will, however, suffice to show that if we attempt to define the Ghris- 
tian religion of which a Knight Templar must be a firm believer, we cannot stop 
npon the doctrine of the Trinity. If Vl% per cent, of all professed Ghrisdans are 
fully agreed upon these and other cardinal doctrines, they have done well. We do, 
indeed, avow belief in the Ghristian religion, and of this each Knight Templar 
must be his own interpreter. No one else can believe for him. I did hope I had a 
little religion in my heart, although I did not presume our Master had ap];)ointed 
me to judge my fellow-men, but had committed all judgment to Him whom He 
had ordained to* be judge, both of the dead and living; neither do I believe in a the- 
oretical religion alone, but that my faith must be a living faith, and that, as Tenny- 
son writes, " Our echoes roll from soul to soul, and grow forever and forever;" 
and, though believing firmly this solemn doctrine, I can also rejoice in the mercy 
as well as justice of Him who can distinguish argument from assertion and rid- 
icule. 

Take care, Sir Carson will administer his " Egyptian rite," " Nasty 
David," to you if he ever gets you to Cincinnati again. Suppose Car- 
son gets up a Trinity oath, wonder what he will do with it? 
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GRAin) BECORDBR'B BEPOBT. 

We give the report of Grand Recorder Berry. Read it. 

I present for examination the Beoorda of the Grand C!ommandery, and am 
Ixsppy m behig able to rei>ort that my duties as Beoorder have been performed. 

That I am not able to be with yon— which I regret— is owing to a fall, by 
'W'Mch a leg was broken; and this, though progressing favorably, still keeps me 
Confined. 

I have not suffped severely, and have been cheered by the sympathy of friends 
^xid brethren. Some of these have expressed the hope that it would be a " warning " 
'tio be careful in fatnre, and I have pledged myself not to ran any risk of such anotiier 
Occident, until recovered from the effects of this; which I suppose is about as much 
resolutions of amendment, made when disabled, generally amount to. As soon 
cte one feels able to do anything, it is hard for him to believe that he cannot do all 
"t^liat he has ever been able to. The difference between Ulness and health is forcibly 
63cpressed in the familiar old rhyme: 

*' When the Deevil was sick, the Deevil a monk would be; 
But when the Deevil was well, the Deevil a monk was he." 

I hope from my long confinement and dieability to learn the lesson— not to be 
't.oo confident of my strength, and not to tax it unnecessarily, or in cases where a 
f silnre may result in injury, but keep it for such useful work as I am yet able to 
X>erform. 

REPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE. 

The report on correspondence is signed by the committee, Berry, 
XDrummond, and Paine. Guess they might be called the Trinity, as it 
^Were, of " Maine correspondence." They most ably review the transac- 
tiions of thirty-one Grand Jurisdictions, Michigan for 1882 being one of 
'Qie number. 

It is needless to say this report is full of good things. It is a model 
^nd will well repay any time spent in its perusal. 

CLOSING. 

We give the closing in full : 

Of those who have died during the year, we have spoken as we have gone 
^Jong. We ought not to grieve, though the Master cometh suddenly and sayeth, 
^ Follow thou me! " but we may well mourn when a good Enight falleth out by 
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the way and rideth no longer in onr fellowship. For him whom the Master calleth, 
although we sadly miss him, we know that he is clad in the whole armor of God," 
that 

** All armed he rides 
What'er betides 

Until he finds the holy Grail; " 

but to him who has yielded to temptation, we cannot even dedicate the mourning 
wreath; that poor tribute is denied him; his hollow armor lies rusting by the way- 
side; his lance is blunted and his sword is broken; we can only turn aside to the 
next cross and pray that the Master may yet giye him strength to put on the breast- 
plate of righteousness and the helmet of salvation. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

Sir Isaac S. Bangs, Waterville, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir Ira Berry, Portland, (of course) re-elected Grand Recorder. 

* 

The Seventieth Annual Conclave was held in Binghampton, com- 
mencing 2d October, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 
Sir John S. Bartlett, Grand Commander. 
Sir Robert Macoy, Grand Recorder. 
Fifty-seven Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Eight Past Grand Commanders present. 

OBAin) COMMAin)ER'S ADDBESS. 

In opening, Sir Bartlett thus addresses himself to the Sir Knights : 

The events of the year just now closing are not of a startling or unusual char- 
acter; rather have our afiFairs moyed along as an exquisite piece of machinery per- 
forms its functions, under the impulse of laws to which it has been fashioned to 
conform, and obedient to a directing hand with power to control its movements. 
By this it is not intended to convey the idea that there has been sloth or inatten- 
tion, but that there has been absent every cause of irritation, while on the other 



Digitized by Google 



CORBESPOKDENCE. 



89 



hand there Beems to have been a tacit agreement to accept the actual and to labor 
as one corps (Varmee to promote peace and harmony, and, in consequence, the beet 
interests of the canse in which we have enlisted. 

Thns, as now we assemble within the pleasant gates of Binghamton, let ns 
greet each other as tme and conrteoas Knights, and bow the knee in nnboonded 
gratitude to the Infinite whose mercifnl hand has guided ns in onr several paths 
toward the same goal, praying also that oar gathering at this time may haye His 
blessing, and the short hoars of Annual Conclaye tend to His glory and to the 
animation of oar zeal in apholding and defending the banners of onr faith, and in 
BO controlling oar personal acts and relations, that, when we shall haye heard the 
last reveille, there may await as, in the land beyond the silent river, the Crown of 
Life for those who have been faithful anto death. 

Personally, I tender to each and all the warm greeting arising from the kind 
consideration yoa have bestowed on my endeavors to faithfully serve yoa in the 
past; and as now I am abont to lay aside the official harness, accept my gratitade, 
and the assurance that while life and health last I shall be ready to make every and 
any sacrifice, that when the roll is called I may be able to answer, Present." 



The following decisions, made by the Grand Commander, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, who reported favorably 
upon them : 

1. A claim was made by No. 19, as to its right of jurisdiction in certain 
places claimed to be nearer De Molay, No. 22. 

I decided that distances must be decided by an air line, and that I had no 
power to define the jurisdiction of Gommanderies as provided by law. 

I am quite persuaded that many inconveniences are worked by this rule, but it 
is the basiness of the Grand Commander to execute the law. not to make or 
amend it. 

2. A number of the members of a Commandery took their dimits therefrom, 
probably under some excitement, though it is not so re];)orted. Subsequently they 
asked to have the action rescinded, and they be considered members as though noth- 
ing had taken place. 

I decided that granting the dimit completely severed the membership. That 
the Bir Knights in question were absolutely unaffiliates, and that they could only 
regain their membership by complying with the By-Laws in such case made and 
provided. 

3. A Companion has been duly elected, but before receiving the Order of Bed 
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Grofls, objection is made and dnly entered on the minntee. Must he petition anew, 
or 18 it sufficient to give notice at one Gondaye that a new ballot will be held at the 
next? 

I decided that an objection may be withdrawn before it is entered on the min- 
ntee, bat after that the only conrse is a new petition. (Qr. £nc'mp*t. Gode, Art. 
88, p. 21). 

4. Two Gompanions petition and are rejected. The reason for such rejection 
becoming known, has been removed. It is now desired that yon grant us a dispen- 
sation to elect the said petitioners and confer the Orders at once. 

Decided that while the Grand Gommander may lawfolly shorten the time be- 
tween petition and ballot, and may grant anthority to confer the degrees at once, 
he can do nothing to remove the effect of a rejection ontil after the expiration of 
the time fixed in the Statates, when the Gommandery itself has taken the necessary 
steps, namely: A new petition, Gonmiittee, report, and favorable ballot. 



The Grand Commander visited California, and seems to have been 
very well suited with matters and things there, for he gives the account 
of his journey as follows : 

Under the resolntions of last year, anthorizing the Gonncil Officers to organ- 
ize a Battalion of Knights for the pnrpose of visiting the Triennial Gondave at 
San Francisco, the matter was considerably delayed by the instability of mind in 
many persons who at first resolved to go and then later decided not to go. How- 
ever, at a late period in the time allotted for preparation previous to departore, I 
was enabled to secore the energetic and thonghtfnl zeal and execative capacity of 
Sir James McGee, who took npon himself the labor of organizing a trip involving 
nearly eight thousand miles of railroad travel, and succeeded most admirably in 
providing for the general comfort and the unquestionable snccess of the whole un- 
dertaking; and I am happy to say that the New York Battalion made as creditable 
an appearance at San Francisco as any other from a like distance. 

Accompanying me were E. Sir Abel A. Groeby, G. G.; G^rge Yan Yliet, proxy 
for the D. G. G., and P. L. Hinman, proxy for the G. G. G. Also B. E. Sir George 
W. Walgrove, P. G. G. 

We were enabled to secure quarters in an excellent hotel near the place of 
meeting, and I think our hospitalities were as mnch appreciated as those of any 
other Knights. Members from all over the Union, as well as officers of the Grand 
Encampment, including our respected and venerable fraters, John W. Simons and 
Gharles Boome, paid us frequent visits, and made the passing hours most agreeable* 

The parades, decorations, and all th^ usual addenda of such occasions, were 
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displayed in layish profusion, and the Sir Knights of California are entitled to the 
praise of haying more than fulfilled every pledge, and secnred the hearts of their 
visitors by a tie, the value of which surpasses that of gold or silver. 

In the Grand Encampment, New York was honored by places on the most im> 
portant Committees, and in the selection of officers. 

Of the legislation I can say bat little; none of the matters in which this 
Grand Jurisdiction is especially interested, or which I was directed to call to the 
attention of the General Body, having been reached, except the matter of the new 
ritual of the Order of Malta, which was finally adopted as reported by the Commit- 
tee, with the proviso that State Grand Commanderies shoold be allowed to direct 
their Subordinates as to ihe practice of the longer or shorter forms provided. It 
will probably be well for you to look into this matter now, that our Subordinates 
may have the benefit of your direction in their future practice. 

As constant dripping wears away the stone, so constant endeavor on ohr part 
may bring about such legislation as we desire. Till then we must remain the 
"Children of Hope." 



After the pretty things said above, and the public welcome accorded 
the K. E. Dep. Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States, Sir Bjiight William T. May had the courage and manhood to in- 
troduce the following preamble and resolution, which was referred to 
Committee on Jurisprudence, to report upon next year : 

Whsbeas, This Grand Commandery is required to pay a per capita tax of five 
cents on each of its members to the Grand Encampment of the Dnited States, and 
an amount of money is set apart every three years to defray the expenses of Rep- 
resentatives to said Grand Encampment, in all amounting, in round figures, to five 
hundred dollars annually; and said Grand Encampment, failing to regard the peti- 
tions of this Grand Commandery for such legislation as in its judgment was neces- 
sary for the better government of the Order, and deferring from Conclave to Con- 
clave whatever business of a practical character may have been submitted, which, 
if this Grand Commandery were independent, it could speedily dispatch; beside, 
in the saving of the per capita tax it could devote more time to its Annual Con- 
claves, which, by reason of this tax, are now reduced to two days. Therefore, 

Resolved^ That the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State of 
New York hereby severs its allegiance from the Grand Encampment of Knights 
Templar of the United States. 
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Sir May, look out when you cross "the bridge.' 



REPORT ON OBirUARIES. 



The following report is from the Committee on Obituaries: 

Seldom has it been that such an annonncement coold be made by a Grand 
Commander of this Jnrisdiction to his assembled fraters in his annual address; 
and it is more than probable that few of his saooeeeors will be able to say as much. 
Many in that class who are still in the ranks are in the antomn of their years. 
Gray hairs, wliich are the glory of a man," crown their heads, and plainly indicate 
that, at farthest, with them the end of earth is not remote. 

The inevitable mandate that awaits ns all is near to them; and, as any of ns 
may, they most be called hence at no distant day. Whatsoever we do or leave 
undone, we most &oe the fact of onr existence, and the wise will need no exhorta- 
tion in this regard, to hold themselves in readiness for their sommons hence. 

In addition to the name of Sir Knight Chaffee, yoor Committee is informed of 
the recent death of two other members of this Grand Commandery, to vnt: Sir 
Knights Harvey Barnard, of Utica Commandery No. S, and George W. Gregory, of 
Crosader, No. 56. Both these fraters were Past Commanders of their respective 
constituencies, and by the voice of their survivors were worthy the trust reposed in 
them; and it is fitting that their names should be recorded here as fraters tried and 
true, and that their memories be treasured in the hearts of all. 

Those whose departure hence it is our present melancholy duty to notice, fell 
at the prime of life. Sir Knight Chaffee was vridely known in the Fraternity. As 
Grand Lecturer of this and other Grand Bodies of Masonry, he was a " workman 
that needed not to be ashamed." The distinguished rank to which he attained in 
the Order, and the ability and fidelity with which he discharged his trusts therein, 
warrant that his memory be especially perpetuated on our records. It is, therefore, 
hereby recommended that a memorial page in our printed Transactions be devoted 
to that object. Also, that we tender to the families of our departed fraters, Sir 
Knights Joseph B. Chaffee, Harvey Barnard, and George W. Gregory, our heartfelt 
sympathy! with them in their bereavement. 



The Report on Correspondence is from our old and warmly attached 
friend and gallant Ejiight, John W. Simons, one in whose praise, as a 
man and a Mason, too much cannot be said. 

We feel we must give in full Sir Simons' opening. It is good. 
Read it, Sir Bjiights. They are, indeed, kindly words of warning: 
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The Committee on Gorrespondenoe, in presenting the Thirty-First Annual Be- 
port, most oonrteonsly and respectfully salntes the immediate oonstitaency as well 
as the fraters, wherever dispersed, and presenting to them, each and all, the ))est 
and most fraternal wishes, proceeds to the discharge of its dnties. 

It may seem strange, bat the-year just past, being the one previons to the Tri- 
ennial of the Grand Encampment, while it might have been expected to be full of 
excitement, has, on the contrary, been one of more than nsnal qnietode. Looking 
over the various transactions, we have generally f onnd the Gommittee on Griev- 
ances reporting that nothing had occurred reqairing its interposition, from which 
may be argued such a state of harmony and peacefulness as rarely occurs to organ- 
ized bodies covering, in their jurisdiction, so large a space of territory and so 
many diverse interests; and this, we take it, is due, not so much to an iron disci- 
pline exercised by the authorities, as to the general acceptation of the law as it is 
written, and to the belief that in " union there is strength.** During this year the 
Grand Encampment held its Triennial Gondave on the farthest point of our 
Western coast, and every man east of the AUeghanies proposing to attend, knew in 
advance that he must leave his family and his business for at least a month. Not- 
withstanding this fact, they went there by the thousand; and all were received with 
such genial and unstinted hospitality as to make every one wish that the entertain- 
ment might be duplicated, and that it might be given them once again to know the 
hearty and genial kindness of our Western fraters, and once more enjoy the full 
meed of Templar hospitality. Alas ! these matters can not be twice done. Ban 
Francisco turned itself inside out, so to speak, and we doubt not would do so again; 
but, although its guests on the occasion here referred to could not accept such a de- 
monstration for the second time, they can and will keep a loving remembrance of 
their far-off brethren, and whenever the Golden State is mentioned, every one 
whose privilege it was to be present will uncover, and be thankful that it was his 
good fortune to be a participant. 

The thought, however, recurs that while it was the intention of the Grand En- 
campment, by this distant Pilgrimage, to secure a quiet season in which it could 
devote itself to legislation, it reckoned without its host, and fell, among the gen- 
eral rejoicing, into the arms of a people who know how to be generous, and who 
called up from the vasty deep the very genius of hospitality, who obeyed as the 
slave of the lamp. 

It must be a more experienced pen than ours that can hope to do justice to the 
occasion, where every man*s heart was in his hand, and he must have an imagina- 
tion beyond the ordinary ken who, not having seen, can picture to himself the hap- 
py days at Ban Francisco. 

But, as we said last year, the strange scenes to men who had read of the Golden 
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CouBt, the attraotionB provided in snch glittering array as soaroely to leaye time 
for sleep — refreehment there waa in abundance — took the edge off the keenest de- 
sire for legislation, and the weightier matters of the law were left for a more oon- 
yenient season. 

We are by no means clear that the Order will be in any way the worse off for 
this delay, for, in common with many others, we haye entertained the opinion that 
the bane of excessive legislation had abont reached its colminatlon, and that a 
halt would do ns no harm. 

If, in the interval, the fmters will stady np what they want, and, more par- 
ticnlarly, what they do not want done, and instmct their Bepresentatives accord- 
ingly, it is possible that at Bt. Loois we may act with more intelligent comprehend 
sion of the general idea, and so promote the general interest. 

According to our notion, we have so far drifted in the current of present 
action, that it will take long and persistent efforts to get ont of it, for it would 
seem that the general idea is indissolubly wedded to a great merry-making instead 
of the sober and laborious realities of legislation; more than this, we ventore to 
predict that onr present course will continue until the ceiling falls or some other 
avalanche overtakes us. 

MICHIGAN. 

In his review of Michigan he explains the reason that New York 
did not come to hand last year. The reason is good, and the cause of 
the delay was fully justified, as we thought, when we read the Histor- 
ical Sketch as gotten up by Sir Macoy, and which was so fully appre- 
ciated by his Grand Commandery. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

Sir Charles Aikman, Brooklyn, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir Robert Macoy, Brooklyn, re-elected Grand Recorder. 

^ 

^NOETH CAKOI.INA.9^ 

The Third Annual Conclave was held at Charlotte, commencing 
9th October, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 
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Sir Horace H. Munson, Grand Commander. 

Sir James C. Mmids, Grand Recorder. 

Five Subordinate Commanderies represented. 



GRAND COMMANDER'S ADDRESS, 



Sir Munson opens his address to the Grand Commandery as fol- 
lows: 

*Ti8 said, that man wants bnt little here below, nor wants that little long.*' 
Bather should the rendering be, man wants a great deal here below, and wants that 
great deal long. Onr natures are never satisfied. A longing is often intensified 
by delay. The husbandman, rejoicing in the fruits of his industry, longs for the 
time when he must pull down his bams and build greater. Thrifty humanity looks 
with pride upon large possessions, and longs for the time when by accumulation 
they shall swell to still greater proportions. Men long for kindred spirits, with 
warm hearts, and true friendships, cancelled only by death. Our lives are one con- 
tinuous longing. Thus, man is ever restless, never contented, sometimes gathering 
wisdom from tiie past, but more often blinfUy rushing forward toward the goal of 
his ambition, till arrested by a failure in grasping the coveted prize. Happily will 
it be, for each of us, if a longing for ihe spiritual, shall transcend that of the 
temi)oral. Sir Knights, how stands the account with us? Let us hope that the 
bright hopes and pleasant anticipations, shadowed forth at our last annual gather- 
ing, have not been douded by the gloom of involuntary failure, or lost in the dark- 
ness of our own folly. Now that we have met once more, and thanked the Giver of 
all good therefor, let us turn oar minds to the contemplation of the duties lying 
before us, in the spirit of that charity that shall not dim the brightness of the past 
nor cloud the future with distrust and disappointment. It is a pleasing duty that 
devolves itself upon me to welcome you again to our Annual Conclave, to con- 
gratulate you upon meeting in this beautiful City of Charlotte, a place honored in 
history as having been the center from whence first emanated those principles which 
led to the foundation of our National Independence. The time was once, when 
these streets rang with the sound of musketry, and waving banners, and the martial 
music of a hostile foe sent the thrill of pain to many an anxious heart; but we 
come not now 



but with peaceful thoughts intent, to review the past, correct its errors, and mark 
out a fitting path for the future. 



With the sound of the stirring drum. 
Or the trumpet that speaks of fame," 
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He calls attention to the death of Sir Knights of other Grand Jur- 
isdictions, among others that of Sir Ghas. E. Grisson, of our State, and 
extends the sympathy of North Carolina to the afSicted Jurisdictions. 



The Grand Commander, in speaking of the state of the Order, says : 

While in onr own borders peaoe and harmony reigns, we regret to hear of so 
much mormnring and discontent among the Order in some of the States. The 
Grand Encampment comes in for its fall share. Oar personal acquaintance with 
that institation is of yery short duration. Oar impression upon oar first and only 
visit at Chicago was, that in the matter of display, it was the grandest eyer wit- 
nessed; that in bringing together so many Sir Knights, from far and near, and 
giving thus an opportanity for forming wider friendships, it met our view pre- 
cisely, bat so far as its legislation resulted in anything permanently beneficial to 
Templarism, it, to our mind, was a faUure. Has not its action caused, during the 
past year, animosities to arise; jealousies to be engendered, and its fair fame to be 
tarnished? We trust the Conclave just past has accomplished something better for 
the Craft at large. Scanning the reports which come to us from the several States, 
I find the Order has increased during the past year, in, if not a large numerical 
greatness, a sound, healthy growth. Differences have arisen, and will continue to 
arise, as long as human nature remains the same; but they ought to be, and can be, 
adjusted in that spirit of harmony commensurate with the aims, objects and desires 
of the Order. Our own State has not advanced as rapidly as we could have de- 
sired, and yet, whoever heard of North Carolina moving forward but slowly! Our 
time is yet to come. 



North Carolina, even in her infancy, has had to grapple with the 
dogma of the Trinity, so much talked about lately, and upon which 
we have had but little say — believing no good can come out of discus- 
sing such things by writers on correspondence. Her Grand Commander, 
on that subject, says : 

North Carolina, in common with other States, has been called upon to define 
her position upon the dogma of the Trinity. We did not suppose that any Templar 
doubted that the Trinity was an essential doctrine of the Christian religion, and we 
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sappoBed all Templars profesBod faith in that When we think of the enblime 
fortitade with which the Man of Soirows bore the relentless persecationB of his 
enemies, and, at the last, endored the most exquisite soffering, not for himself, bnt 
in oar behalf, the profoondest depths of onr natore are stirred, and we respond to 
the call made upon ns by saying, from the innermost recesses of onr hearts, I be- 
lieve in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost; three persons in 
one God, the same in substance, equal in power and Glory." I believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is the Alpha and Omega, the First canse, and the last end, the 
author and finisher of all things, in creation, Providence, and redemption, the 
source of existence, of life, of holiness, and of felicity, who is, and was, and is to 
come, as one with the Eternal Father, the Sovereign Buler of all worlds, by, and 
for whom, all things were made, and without whom they could not exist. Upon 
such a foundation 1 am willing to stand or falL 



Thirty-two sister Grand Commanderies were fraternally and cour- 
teously reviewed by Sir James Southgate, whose fame, as a wise and 
accomplished Mason, is known far beyond his own Jurisdiction, and 
who is to us no stranger in this line of business; indeed, we recognize 
in him a veteran. 



We give his opening in full, with fervent hopes that ere our review 
reaches him he may be restored to health : 

We enter upon the preparation of this report with many misgivings; the chief 
of which is, that for the past two months we have been confined in the hospital, 
under care of physicians, and in great feebleness we undertake a task of no 
small proportions, and which may prove more than a match for us; but, as the 
Grand Beoorder has kindly given thirty days in which to work, we may, by taking 
it in broken doses, come to time. We have made the greater sacrifice, this year, 
because the Grand Gommandery of North Carolina has just started, as it were, in 
the race, and it is mete and proper that we should make our " delmt " as becometh 
a true and loyal sister in the Oalsx-j of the sisterhood. As many Sir Knights in 
this State are young (including the writer) in Templarism, it may be well to state 
a historic fact, which wUl doubtless be news to many. 

Sir Knight Stephen Berry, of Maine, says: 

" In examining the archives of tiie Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and 
Bhode Island, we lately came across a petition from Bobert Strange and eleven 
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others, to the Grand Encampment of the United States, dated 1821, for an Encamp- 
ment at Fayetterille, N. C. The charter was granted December 21, 18SS1, bat after- 
wards the Encampment became dormant, and the charter was destroyed by fire. In 
IBGO the Encampment was anthorioed to resume labor at Wilmington and Fayette- 
Tille, and, in 186R, it is reported that a State Grand Encampment had been formed, 
bnt it neyer seems to haye amounted to anything. Jane 14, 1875, Charlotte, No. 2, 
reoeiyed a dispensation, and May 25, 1880, Darham, No. S, was formed in the same 
manner. Sixty years ia a long probation. We append a resolation of recognition 
for the action of the Grand Commandery.** 

From this, it appears, that the Order started years ago« bat until ** Durham " 
" gaye a lift," the Grand Commandery was not bom. We trost our little town may 
continue to be felt, not only in Templarism, bat be among the first in eyery grand 
and noble enterprise, and powerful in the furtherance of trath. 

saCHIGAN. 

He says, under his review of Michigan : 

The matter of uniform is a bone of contention and disquietude in (ids State, 
as in many others, and we see the necessity, more than eyer, of a positiye expres- 
sion on the qnestion by the Grand Encampment of the United States, so it may be 
settled, once for all. 

No bone of contention with us, my good Sir Knight Michigan 
has adopted a uniform, and all of her Sir Knights say Amen; the wis 
dom of the Grand Encampment is past all understanding, and we could 
stand it no longer. Awaiting action upon any important measure by 
that great body is like awaiting the sound of GabriePs trumpet; it may 
come sooner or later — but can't tell when. 

OFFICEBS ELECTED. 

Sir Eugene Grissom, Kaleigh, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir James C. Munds, Wilmington, re-elected Grand Recorder. 

* 

The Eleventh Annual Conclave was held in Omaha, commencing 
8d AprU, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 
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Sir Francis E. White, Grand Commander. 
Sir William R. Bowen, Grand Recorder. 
Nine Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Two Past Grand Commanders present. 



GRAND COMMAND EB' 



L»S ADDRESS. 



The Grand Commander, in opening his address, says : 

Another year is added to the past; one more milestone ixassed on the Pilgrim- 
age of life, admonishing ns that we are nearing the end of oar joomey. Many of 
our beloved fraters have not been permitted to reach this milestone, bnt have gone, 
we hope, to reap the reward promised to all those who are faithful to the end of life. 

It is my pleasant duty to welcome yon to this, our Eleventh AiiTinal Conclave. 
We have come together from all portions of our young and prosperous Common- 
wealth, to consider and labor for the interests of Templar Masonry within our 
Grand Jurisdiction. 

Before proceeding with a work of so much imi>ortance, let us hxmibly bow be- 
fore onr sacred altar and offer our grateful acknowledgments to the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords for the many mercies and blessings bestowed upon us 
during the past, for surely there is much for which to be thankfuL While other 
lands and Jurisdictions have been visited by calamities of various kinds, we of Ne- 
braska have been enjoying continued prosperity. At no period within the history 
of our State have we made as great an advancement in population, wealth, and in- 
dustry, and in equal proportions has Templar Masonry prospered. Onr ranks are 
being filled daily with members who, in the battle of life, have worked their way 
to the front ranks; many of them standing high in the counsels of our Common- 
wealth, and are to-day numbered first among the best citizens of Nebraska. We 
should ever remember that while many are called, but few are chosen. 



The following decisions were made by the Grand Commander dur- 
ing the yeai', and on reference to Committee on Jurisprudence, approved : 

1. Is it necessary for a dispensation to elect any officers in a Subordinate 
Commandery if below the rank of Commander? 

Ansiver—No election can be had for any officer of a Subordinate Commandery 
at any time except that fixed by our Constitution and By-Laws, unless by dispensa^ 
tion from the Grand Commander. 
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2. Can a Commandery accept the reeigiiation of a Janior Warden, who has 
been regnlarly installed? 

Answer— Any officer of a Sabordinate Commandery may offer his resignation, 
except the Commander, Generalissimo, and Captain General. 

S. At an election of officers, is a Sir Knight, who has jost taken the orders, 
eligible to any office except Commander? 

^n«u)er— There is no law to prevent a newly created Knight from filling any 
office in a Commandery. He is entitled to all the rights and benefits of Templar 
Masonry. 

4. Is a Sir Knight, who has not served as Generalissimo or Captain General, 
eligible to the office of Commander? 

Answer— Anj Sir Knight, in good standing, and member of a Commandery, is 
eligible to the office of Commander. 

5. Do the Begolations of the Grand Commandery make the Annual Meeting 
on the first Friday after Easter Bonday a stated Conclave, so that other legitimate 
bosinees, beside election of officers, can be transacted? 

Ansioer— When, the election of officers was held in Sabordinate Commandenes 
on Good Friday, my ondersUinding was that no bnsinees could be transacted except 
elections and devotional exercises. The Grand Commandery having changed the 
time from Good Friday to the first Friday after Easter Sunday, I can see no good 
reason why any regular business, as well as elections, should not be transacted. 
You can, therefore, transact any business that may regularly come before your 
Commandery, providing due notice be given to the n^embers thereof, and the na- 
ture of the business be included in the calL 

6. In determining Territorial Jurisdiction, is it based on the most accessible 
route or by a straight line? 

Answer—La. all questions arising regarding Jurisdiction of territory, straight 
lines only can govern. 

7. Can a Knight Templar, who has been suspended from a Chapter of Boyal 
Arch Masons, be considered in good standing? If he is not, what would be the 
proper course to pursue? 

Ansioer—A. Sir Knight who has been suspended from a Chapter of Boyal Arch 
Masons cannot be considered in good standing in his Commandery. The proper 
course to pursue would be to procure from the Chapter suspending him a certifi- 
cate, showing the date of suspension, cause of suspension; also showing that the 
Chapter had jurisdiction over him. Bead the same at a regular Conclave, record it 
in the minutes, and declare him divested of his Knightly rank and privileges. 



With this modification to Question 5 : 




CORRESPONDENCE. 



101 



That the Condaye appointed by the Btatotes for the Friday eyening following 
Easter Sunday, for the election of officers, etc., is a regtUar Conclave^ at which any 
bosinees may be transacted, withoat special notice of snch bosiness being giyen. 

The Grand .Recorder asked the adoption of the following edict: 

That a Knight Templar should be in good standing in oar Order Just so long 
as he is a member of a Royal Arch Chapter, and no longer. 

Same was referred to Committee on Jurisprudence, who reported 
as follows ; and which report was adopted : 

That we do not concnr with the recommendation of the Grand Recorder, 
" that a Knight Templar shonld be in good standing in oar Order jast so long as 
he is a member of a Royal Arch Chapter, and no longer." We believe that a Sir 
Knight has the legal right to dimit from his Lodge and Chapter and retain his 
affiliation in his Commandery in case he so desires, thoagh we strongly recommend 
that affiliation in all bodies be retained. 

REPORT ON CORKESFONDEKCE. 

No Report on Corresponaence. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

Sir Samuel G. Owen, Lincoln, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir Wm. R. Bowen, Omaha, re-elected Grand Recorder. 

* 

The Twenty-Fifth Annual Conclave was held in the City of Tren- 
ton, commencing September 11th, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 

Sir George G. Felton, Grand Commander. 

Sir Charles Bechtel, Grand Recorder. 

Fourteen Subordinate Commanderies represented. 

Eleven Past Grand Commanders present in person, and three pres- 
ent by proxy. 
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The Grand Commander's address is written in good style, and is 
a practical business paper. In opening, he says : 

Another year has passed since last we met in Grand Annual Conclaye, and 
with it haye gone many bright hopes for the future, many pledgee made for good 
to onrselyes and those aronnd ns, perchance, unfulfilled, and yet, notwithstanding 
all oar shortcomings in dnty, the care of an oyerraling Providence— the Blessed 
Immannel— the great Captain of onr Salvation, has been granted nnto as, and we 
appear here at this Conclave, the recipients of His kind and beneficent care. 

Oar institation has prospered even more than we dared to hope for, or coold 
reasonably expect, and yet there is room for still greater grovTth— yes, a necessity 
for a continued advancement in exemplifying the beauties of true Templar life. 

We should appear before His Throne of Grace penitent for our wrong-doing, 
in thought, word and deed, seeking by a more consistent life in the future to merit 
the approbation of our Supreme Grand Master. 

Thanksgiving and song should be rendered and given with loud acclaim to 
the great I Am for His tender mercies toward us during the past year. Especially 
have we been the recipients of His mercy, in that our ranks remain almost un- 
broken—only one member of this Grand Body having passed away— also that peace 
and harmony have universally prevailed. 



He makes the following decision : 

A Templar is not sabject to dues in the Commandery during suspension in 
Lodge or Chapter. 



Of the general condition of the Order in his Jurisdiction, he says : 

The year just closing has been one of general prosperity to our Order. 
Our Commanderies rei>ort a gratifying increase of members, and in most in- 
stances a spirit of activity prevails. 

The finances of most of them are in a sound condition. 



DECISION. 



CONDITION OF THE ORDER. 



CLOSING. 



He closes his address as follows : 
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For the oo-opeiatian of my asBociate offioen, I am profoundly gratefoL To 
their kind counsel cmd support I am indebted for a notable measnie of whaterer 
Buooess oar record for the past year has shown. I accepted the position of Grand 
Commander with the many misgivings incident to a realization of the responsibil- 
ities imposed by it. My aim has been to so administer the duties of the office that 
ODT Companions may look on and say, **It is good," and gain new lo?e for the 
noble sentiments which we set forth in onr creed, and that strangers may see oar 
good works, and have new respect for onr Knighted bands. I know, too, there is 
mnoh faltering in the upward path, and am folly conscions of shortcomings and 
work undone, and wherein I have erred in my duties of the past year, I humbly ask 
you to remember our watchword— CAari^. 

If, in the past year, we have done aught to raise the standard of our Order— if, 
by example, and each day's dealings with our fellow-men, we have shown our faith 
in the grand principles to which we are pledged— if we have remembered that we 
Bte enlisted as Christian warriors, then we may take heart, and with still greater 
power, grasp the standard of the Order and go forth conquering. The goal is won 
only by continual strivings. The years roll on— the record of onr lives is in the 
hands of One who judgeth from the heart— let us pledge ourselves anew to be val* 
iant " Soldiers of the Cross ''—to be " faithful unto death.'* 

PBOCBBDINGS. 

Proceedings entirely of a local character. 

REFOKT ON CORRBSPOin>BNCB. 

Sir Knight George B. Edwards presents the report of the Commit- 
tee on Correspondence. It i& kind and courteous, just in harmony with 
the writer. He reviews the transactions of thirty-one sister Jurisdic- 
tions, including Michigan for 1883. 

PROPEB BBGALIA. 

Under his review of Georgia, he quotes the following from Grand 
Commander Rockwell's address : 

" In this connection I have another suggestion to make. It is this: That this 
Qnmd Body require, in the future, all candidates of the Order of the Temple to 
equip themselves with the proper regalia of the Order before being allowed to re- 
ceive it." 

And comments thereon as follows: 
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The BoeeoBdon. in the last parain»ph did not reoelTe any iMoticiiIar recogni- 
tion, and, therefore, falls of its own weight. It never appeared right to this re- 
viewer that any one should be required to eqnip, as a Templar, that was not entitled 
to wear the uniform, and where the postulant may be estopped by the personal ob- 
jection of a member made known to the Commander. Indeed, it is a consideration 
with the thoughtful, whether the much uniforming of the past twenty years may 
not have bad an influ«ioe upon the Order that has forced the military character 
to so great a prominence as to oyershadow the religions aspect. Except for parade 
purposes, and for appearance of the comparatiyely few who are required to assist 
in the conferring of the Orders, is not the wearing of the uniform in the Asylum a 
great nuisance? Where the Sir Knight keeps it at home and has to carry it back- 
wards and forwards when attending Gondayes, does it not add greatly to the same? 
The uniform, in its character, from an historic standpoint, it must be admitted, is 
about as ludicrous as any that could well be devised, incidental to the conferring of 
the Orders. Members regard it with so little favor in Conclaves of Grand Bodies, 
as to be excused in part, or wholly, by resolution, after the first Uush, and this ob- 
tains in very many Jurisdictions, and the tendency appears to be increasing yearly, 
notwithstanding in one Jurisdiction an oflScer was refused admittance to the Asy- 
lum because he appeared in civilian clothing. 



Of our report, the Committee says : 

Sir Knight Innes devoted over two hundred pages to his Correspondence Be.- 
port. It is, to a very large extent, made up of quotations from the various Juris- 
dictions, cmd is suggestive of the inquiry, if all pursued the same course, what 
would be the nature of the reports? It is vrith difficulty that in the number of 
pages enough can be gleaned of Bir Knight Innes to present to the New Jersey con- 
stituents. 

We are more and more satisfied, as Templar years roll by, that it is 
best not to comment too much. It does no good, nor does it " convince 
very much." 



Sir Edwards quotes what we said to Pennsylvania last year in re- 
fusing admission to a member of this Grand Commandery because 
he was not in full uniform, and says: 

If not misrepresented, there occurred, in the same Jurisdiction, the neatest 
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thing of the year, in TemplaiiBm— the dressing of a corpse in foll^ Templar uni- 
form, and then cremating the body. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

Sir Edward Clift, Bordentown, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir Charles Bechtel, Trenton, re-elected Grand Recorder. 



* 



The Forty-First Annual Conclave was held in Sandusky, commenc- 
ing 10th October, A. D. 1883, A. 6. 765. 

Sir Henry H. Tatem, Grand Commander. 

Sir James Nesbitt, Grand Recorder. 

Thirty-six Subordinate Commanderies represented. 

Four Past Grand Commanders present. 

GBAND GOMMAm>EB'S ADDBESS. 

The Grand Commander wishes his Commandery welcome, as fol- 
lows: 

With devout acknowledgments to the Giver of all good, I bid yon, one and 
all, at the aaspicions opening of this, the Forty-First Annual Conclave of the 
Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Ohio, a cordial welcome and fraternal 
greeting; and while within onr tented walls we sit awhile to deliberate and legislate 
npon the important trust for which we have convened, let ns for a moment pause, 
and commone together of the events since last we met, that, drawing wisdom from 
cor sorrows and contentment from onr joys, we may resnme oar stafEs to journey 
towards our Heavenly goal. And as I grasp your ready hands and greet those of yon 
who long years haVe borne the Pilgrim's weeds, and bid yon all fraternal, heartfelt 
welcome and God speed, with kindest wishes to the dear ones left at home, invok- 
ing heaven^s choicest blessings on the present and absent members of our grand 
old Christian Order, I cannot fail to see the gape which Death, the destroyer, has 
made in your ranks. 
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A deserved and glowing tribate is paid to the memory of Sir 
Knight Henry E. O'Hagan, and the Grand Commander, in speaking of 
him, says : 

As a citizen, in both pablio and priyate life, he inspired and retained the confi- 
dence and esteem of the commonity throogh exemplary deportment and real per- 
sonal merit. 

His business dealings and intercourse were of unaUoyed integrity, signalized by 
honest candor almost to a fault, and which insured him the success only achieved 
through true commercial probity and worth. 

As an associate he was sympathetic, disinterested and forgiving— an exemplar 
of those essentials of that human virtue so freely professed and yet so rarely prac- 
ticed—true friendship— whose counsel was sought, and with whom an intimacy 
was esteemed as much a privilege as a pleasure. 

In his family relations he enjoyed the domestic happiness which comes from 
obedience and filial affection of the home circle, consequent upon indulgent but 
wise home government. 

As a Templar he was true in a consistency of moral thought and conduct, es- 
sential to perfect Masonic character, courteous in a uniform cordiality and kind- 
ness of manner and speech through varied fraternal intercourse, valiant in a loyal 
devotion to an unyielding confidence in the beneficence of our Masonic teachings, 
and magnanimous in that marked attribute of his life and character by which he 
patiently bore a wrong through fear of wronging others, and the legacy he be- 
queaths to our jealous keeping, is the lesson he so well taught, while living, that 
whatever may be our role in life, it is not in the length of years, but in true nobUity 
of character and earnestness of puri>ose, that we may give to life a glory and to 
death a crown. 



Of special dispensations granted during the year, he says : 

During the yeaf I issued fifty-one special dispensations, for varied purposes, 
mainly, however, to ballot on petitions for the orders and membership without the 
usual delay, and for Gommanderiee to appear in public as such, in Templar cos- 
tume. Most of those for the latter purpose were for the public observance of Good 
Friday, Easter, and Ascension Day. I am glad to report an increase in the number 
of dispensations of this character, for I most cordially approve, and it has been a 
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Booioe of great gratifioatioii to me to be piivileged to offioially enooarage the pnb- 
lio celebiation by Commanderiee of any of the faata or teedyeJis of the Christian 
year, and I belieye that the commemoration, by appropriate ceremonials, of the 
cradiizion, reeorrection and ascension of Christ, shoold, and will, ultimately pre- 
vail as a custom among Commanderiee throughout the globe. 



He gives the following decisionfl made by him the past year, to- 
gether with his reasons therefor, which, although lengthy, are quoted 
by your committee in full, particularly as they were approved by the 
Grand Commandery : 

1. Is it actually necessary, in making application for a dispensation to form a 
new Commandery, to ask the recommendation of all the Commanderiee whose ter. 
ritorial jurisdictions will be affected, or only that of the Commandery nearest the 
location designated for the new one? 

Answer— 1^0 petition for constituting a Commandery can be considered or 
granted in Ohio, unless all the Commanderiee whose territorial jurisdictions will 
be affected by the formation of the proposed Commandery shall grant consent 
thereto. 

This question was asked because the Code of Statutes of the Grand Encami>- 
ment stipulates that a petition for a dispensation to form a new Commandery must 
have indorsed upon it the recommendation of the Commandery nearest the loca- 
tion designated for the new one. The point therefore to be considered and decided 
vras, whether the Grand Commandery of Ohio can exact conditions not prescribed 
by the laws of the Grand Encampment. I am clearly of opinion it can, so long as 
it does not conflict with the restrictiona of the Code, and the generally recognized 
principles of the Order. In other words, if the Grand Commandery of Ohio 
thinks it is conducive to the interests of its Jurisdiction to prescribe requirements 
additional to those exacted by the Code, it has, I think, undoubted right to do so, 
unless the Code distinctly dedaree it incompetent. The Grand Encampment does 
not legislate other than in a general way, for the government of Subordinate Grand 
Jurisdictions, but delegates to the State bodies, the right, and indeed imposes the 
duty of legislating upon details, as fully as in their judgment may be deemed best. 
The Code makes the consent of the nearest Commandery pre-requisite, but it does 
not say that if a Subordinate Jurisdiction thinks it beet to impose additional re- 
strictions, it can not be done.' The Grand Commandery of Ohio has thought It 
wise to require the consent of all Commanderiee affected, before a new Command- 
ery can be formed, and there is nothing in the Code prohibiting it. 
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2. If a Commandery of Ohio confers, by teqnest, the Templar and Malta Or. 
ders npon a Red Cross Knight, does the said Knight become ipso facto a member of 
the Ohio Commandery? 

Answer— Yes\ bat the eligibility of the candidate to reoeiTe said orders in the 
Ohio Commandery, most be dependent ap<m a petition de novo, its reference to a 
Committee an^ an nnanimons ballot, provided the Commandery which co&ferred 
the Red Cross Order shall first waive jnrisdiction over the petitioner. 

The Knight in question was at the time a permanent resident of the Jurisdic- 
tion of the Ohio Commandery. This I roled did not change his statos, for the rea^ 
son that his petition to, and election by the Commandery conferring the Red Cross 
Order, vested in it permanent jnrisdiction over the Knight precisely the same as if 
his petition had been rejected. 

There is no doabt the Knight cooid receive the remaining Orders in the Com- 
mandery conferring the Red Cross Orders, but I conld not role that the simple re- 
qnest of said Commandery is sofficient to warrant the Ohio Commandery in con- 
ferring upon the Knight the Orders of Knight Templar and Knight of Malta, and 
thereby constitnting him a member. He should, I think, nnqaeetionably be sub- 
jected to the same scrutiny and rules as ordinarily govern candidates. I can not 
hold that an Ohio Commandery must accept a candidate and confer the Orders 
upon him and thereby constitute him ipso facto a member simply because he has 
been elected to receive the Orders in a Commandery of another Jurisdiction. 

I should rather rule that the candidate should be subjected to more rigid rules 
and investigation than is usual, because he is, comparatively, at least, a stranger. 

3. Can a duplicate dimit be issued to a Knight was has lost the original? 
Answer— The issuing of a duplicate dimit is a matter wholly within the dis- 
cretion of a Commandery, but I should not recommend it. 

The grant of a certificate that a dimit had been issued and was claimed to 
have been lost, would be preferable. While the Code requires the deposit of the 
dimit with an application for affiliation, the proper identification of the petitioner 
and satisfactory evidence that a dimit has been granted and was lost, would, I 
think, be accepted as sufficient in many Jurisdictions. If not, then the responsi- 
bility for the complication rests wholly with the Knight. Had he, as I think was 
his duty, promptly affiliated, he probably would not have lost the dimit. I can 
recommend no course that wiU even remotely encourage non-affiliation. 

4. In determining the J urisdiction of a Subordinate Commandery, from what 
point does measurement begrin, i, e., the boundary or corporation line of the town 
or city in which the Commandery is stationed, or from the building in which the 
Asylum of the Body is located? 
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^rwti^— From the building in which the Asylnm of the Comznandery is 
located. 

The Code, in defining Territorial Jorisdictlon of a Sabordinate Commandery, 
states that in the absence of Btatatory provisions to the contrary, the limits ex- 
tend in all directions one-half the distance, by a direct line between itself and the 
nearest Commandery, and the Statutes of Ohio state that no Commandery shall con- 
fer the Orders upon one who resides nearer another Commandery withont first ob- 
taining the consent of the Commandery in whose Jurisdiction the companion re- 
sides. 

While both the Code and Ohio Statnte are somewhat obscnre as to the point 
from which measurement begins, there can be no question that in applying their 
meaning, it must be to enforce uniformity in its effect, and to insure this, said 
point must be definitely fixed, and be one and the same in determining jurisdiction 
between each of the contiguous Commanderiee. If disputes arise inyolying four 
or more Commanderiee, each located in a different direction, as is probable under 
our present law, what rule can be devised to establish said point as a common one, 
if measurement begins at the corporation line? And then, too, if measurement be- 
gins at said line, Commanderiee stationed in large cities would have an advantage 
over those located in smaller places. For instance, a Commandery in Cincinnati 
might have an advantage of five miles or more in distance over one in Hamilton or 
Hillsboro. I am satisfied that the words I have italicised in the foregoing quota- 
tions from the Code and Ohio Statute, t. e., "itself" and "Commandery," are 
synonymous with " Asylum." 

5. Is an objection to a candidate, transmitted by telegraph, of binding effect? 
Answer— Yes^ although it ought not to be so made, unless it is impossible to 

iile it either in person, or by sealed communication by post, or otherwise. 

6. What is the status of a candidate who has been created a Templar contrary 
to the requirement of four weeks delay before ballot, except by permission of the 
Grand Commander? 

^n8t<;er— While such procedure was in violation of law, the Knight is a fully 
created Templar. 

While I at first had doubts concerning the question, I could not rule that this 
irregularity alone was such a violation of any of the essential forms for creating 
the Knight whereby his title could be questioned, and, therefore, was not such an 
irregularity as requires— within the meaning of the statutes— the remedial process 
of formally healing. Healing— according to the Code— consists of re-obligating 
the Knight, and correcting what has been done amiss at his creation. The ques- 
tion, therefore, was, what force would there be in re-administering an obligation 
already given by a legally appointed agency, and what was done amiss, that could 
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be corrected by any moral or physical operation npon ihe Sir Knight? I rather be- 
lieyed that if the Jiealing proceee was resorted to, it should be applied to the 
Commandery, and not to the candidate. 

This case arose nnder peculiar cironmstanoes. The ByJja^ of a Commandery 
— constitated some years since— proTide, as is nsnal, that petitions for the Orders 
and membership shall be presented and referred at a regular Conclave, and that 
report thereon shall be made at the next stated GondaTe thereafter. The Com- 
mandery meets in regular assembly 8emi.month]y; hence, as a role, reports on pe- 
titions are made two weeks after the petitions are receiyed. This is possibly ad- 
missible, bat the sorprising feature of the case is, that the Commandery has, since 
its organization, been balloting upon petitions immediately after the reports thereon 
have been received— thus directly and repeatedly violating the law which expressly 
declares that petitions for the Orders or membership cannot be acted upon in lees 
than four weeks after their presentation, without the spedal dispensation of the 
Grand Commander. While the Code does not stipulate that the Committee's re- 
port shall be deferred for four weeks, its implied, if not its expressed meaning is, 
that the ballot must immediately follow the report, and, therefore, I conclude, that 
the intention of the Code is, that the report should not be made until the Conclave 
at which the ballot is had. I think the approval of said By-Law by the Grand 
Comm^dery was a mistake, occasioned by overlooking the fact that the Com- 
mandery was to hold its regular Conclaves semi-monthly, instead of monthly, as is 
usual with almost all Commanderies of Ohio, and suggests closer scrutiny in ap- 
proving By-Laws of Subordinate Commanderies. 

7. Can a Commandery recall its consent to the establisment of a new Com- 
mandery? 

Answer— Yea; for good cause, provided it precedes action by Gh^d Com- 
mander or Grand Commandery, and due notice shall have been given to each mem- 
ber of the Commandery, and the petitioners for the new Commandery, of the inten- 
tion and time of considering the cause for said recall. 

8. If a Sir Knight is suspended for one year, or longer, is he chargeable with 
dues during the term of his suspension? 

An»wer—J^o. 

Wbile, so far as I have been advised, it has been held that a Knight suspended 
for a definite period, is amenable for dues during the term of suspension, I cannot 
so decide. I think it unreasonable to require a Knight to contribute to the support 
of a Commandery during the term he is deprived of all Templar rights, benefits 
and privileges. 

By far the most important decision I made during the year, was that declaring 
the right of a Commandery to revoke a dimit. As this decision is not only im- 
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portant, and possibly doubtful, bat has excited Tory considerable comment— both 
favorable and adverse— I mnst ask yqar indolgence in presenting it at length. 

A Commandery dimited a member, who was, at the time, and still is, mider 
criminal indictment for a grave offense, and who fled the conntry to avoid prose- 
cation, and still is a fugitive from jostioe. The case was presented for my official 
notice in a commonication, of which the following is a copy, excepting the omis- 
sion, for obvloas reasons, of names, titles, eto.: 

Asylum Gommandebt, No. — , K. T., 

, March 17, 1883, 

B. Em. Bib H. H. Tatem, 

Grand Commander KnigJUs Templar of Ohio, 

B. Em. and Yeby Deab Sib: At the stated assembly of Commandery No. 

— , held Febraary 15, 1881, 1 lind the following action was taken: 

"Sir made application for a dimit; his dnes being paid up to 

date, on motion, the same was granted." 

Sabseqaent to the abov&— to wit, February 20, 1883— the following action was 
taken: 

" It was moved and seconded that the dimit granted to Sir Knight 

by this Commandery, be declared withdrawn. Upon vote the motion was lost." 

In explanation of the last above action, I desire to state that the Sir Knight 
named was, at the date his dimit was granted, and still remains, a fugitive from 
justice, and certain members of my Commandery were desirous of withdrawing the 
dimit that his name might be again on our roster, and subject to summons and 
discipline. In response to the direct question, I decided the Commandery had the 
right to withdraw the dimit. Please give me your official decision upon the ques- 
tion. 

With assurances of Knightly and personal esteem, 

Yery courteously, your obedient servant, i 

, Em, ComdW, 

It should have been stated in the communication that the dimit in question 
had not been used for purposes of affiliation— a fact of which I was well informed 
before deciding the question submitted. 

To this communication I replied as follows: 

OFFICE OF THE GRAND COMMANDER, 

Kniohts Templab of Ohio, 
Cincinnati^ March 20, 1883, 

Em. Sib , Em. Commander, 

Commandery, No, — , K. T., 

, Ohio, 

Em. and Deab Sib: I am in receipt of yours of 17th instant, asking my official 
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decision as to the right of CommandeiT to withdraw the dimit granted Sir 

, who, as stated in your letter, was, at the time the dimit was granted, and 

still is, a f ngitiye from jnstioe, and stating you had decided the question afi&rm&> 
tively, and that the Gommandery voted adversely to a motion to recall the dimit. 
I presume there is but litUe, if, indeed, any division of sentiment among the 

8ir Knights of Gommandery in the opinion that the grant of said dimit was 

a grave mistake. I further presume that the mistake was the result of a belief 
that a Gommandery mwt grant a dimit if no charges are pending against the ap- 
plicant, and his dues are paid— a belief (while I know it prevails among many who 
should be well informed on questions of Templar Jurisprudence) I hold is wholly 
unwarranted by even the most liberal construction of the Gode, in either its letter 
or spirit. 

A dimit is a credential exacted by our laws, as a pre-requisite to our member- 
ship in a co-4irdinate body, and when applied for, should be granted upon the sup- 
position that it is to be used by the applicant, in petitioning for affiliation else- 
where. At all events, it is a certificate of good standing, and equivalent to a letter 
of credit commending the holder to the confidence and fraternal consideration of 
all valiant and magnanimous Knights Templar throughout the globe. 

The refusal of the Gommandery to revoke the dimit was, I am sure, solely 
upon the ground that it doubted its right to do so, but I must frankly state, that 
if this was the reason for said action, it was unwarranted, in the face of your de- 
cision conceding such right. 

If Sir had been a petitioner for the Orders at the time the dimit 

was granted, I am certain Gommandery would not have accepted him, and 

yet the Gommandery doubts its right to undo the grave error of invoking for him 
from other co-ordinate bodies the very confidence and fellowship it would have 
withheld had he been an applicant. Now I appeal to the fairness and intelligence 
of my fraters of Gommandery in asking if it would not be wholly inconsist- 
ent, unreasonable, and unmasonic, if the law did not admit of an adequate remedy 
for so grave a wrong. 

As I said before, I presume the members of GommEindery believe that 

the grant of the dimit was a grave mistake. The question now is, can it be recalled 
or remedied by a revocation of the dimit? I am frank to acknowledge that I know 
of no instance of the revocation of a dimit, nor of any provision of the Gode, nor 
of any decision in this or any other Jurisdiction, sanctioning it— but at the same 
time I fail to find any authority prohibiting it. Is our power limited only to that 
which our statutes recite as lawful? Is it not more reasonable to conclude that any 
course essential to the protection of our interests, and those of the Fraternity at 
large, ia admissible and incumbent, if our laws do not specifically define it as illegal? 
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In the case in qneetion, the action of Commandery shonld be alone con- 

trolled by its duty to itself and to the Fraternity— and not to the individoal, if the 
latter at all conflicts with the former. The grant of a dimit is for the protection of 
the Fraternity— and not for the accommodation and favor of the applicant, and 
Commandery cannot afford to have, in the hands of a fugitive from justice- 
even though he may be innocent— a dimit granted by it, which may be accepted by 
a co-ordinate body as an ample certificate of good character in considering his ap- 
plication for affiliation without at least an effort to recall it for cancellation. The 

investigation as to the character and conduct of Sir in such an event. 

would not likely apply to the time antedating the grant of the dimit, and in what 

position, may I ask, would Commandery be placed if he should be accepted 

as a member by another Commandery, under such circumstances, and if said Com- 
mandery should subsequently ascertain that at the time the dimit was granted he 

was a fugitive from justice. I ardently desire that Commandery shall be 

spared such humiliation. 

* ♦ Therefore, without further comment, I have courteously to advise 

yon that I most cordially concur in, and confirm your decision, that the dimit in 

qnestion be revoked, and will go further, and state that Commandery has 

Hot only the right to revoke said dimit, but that, in my opinion, it is its- manifest 
duty to do so. 

Under this law it is claimed by many that a Knight is entitled, as a matter of 
undeniable right, to a dimit upon application therefor, and without a vote of the 
Oommandery, if his dues are paid and there are no charges pending against him in 
tlie Commandery. 

I contend that the proper construction of the intent of the law, is, that dimits, 
M a rule, should be granted by a vote of the Commandery. but that it is com- 
X>etent for the Commandery to waive this formality, if, in its judgment, it so 
cHoosee, but that it has undoubted right to withhold the dimit, if, in its discretion, 
it> is thought best. 

This construction of the law leaves the question as to whether the dimit 
shionld issue or not solely with the Commandery. I do not pretend to say that a 
iCnight can not or ought not to receive a dimit without a formed vote of the Com- 
xnandery, if his dues are paid and he is worthy, but I do most emphatically assert, 
£te my opinion, that the law does not, either directly or remotely, contemplate con- 
ferring upon a Knight who may be indicted for criminal prosecution, the indis- 
X>xitable right to receive on demand, or impose on a Commandery the mandatory 
ol)ligation of issuing a dimit, even if the dues of the Sir Knight are paid and there 
^re no charges pending against him in the Commandery, and if a member charged 
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with crime in the civil ConxtB should be dimited, that there is nothing in the law 
interdicting the rerocation of the dimit for good cause, provided it has not been 
deposited and accepted for affiliation purposes. It can not be claimed, by those 
who assert that the dimit most issue as a matter of indiyidoal right, instead of one 
over wliich the Commandery has discretionary control; that the application there- 
for can be laid over, in order that time may be had to prepare and prefer charges, 
and thereby interpose an estoppel to the issue of the dimit, because the same right 
to temporarily defer action on the petition, would warrant its indefinite suspension 
or its ref osal. The application for the dimit in question was not made until 
months subsequent to t^e criminal indictment of the Bir Knight, and long after he 
had become a fugitive from justice, and yet no charges were preferred in the Com- 
mandery. Now I must say that if our law makes it mandatory, oi: even possible to 
dimit a Knight under these circumstances, solely because his dues are paid, and 
there are no charges pending against him in the Commandery, or does not admit 
of — and will go further and say, does not compel— the revocation of the flagrant 
wrong of so doing, whether it may have been purposed or inadvertent, then I have 
been greatly mistaken in the high estimate I have placed upon the standard of 
ethics exacted by Templar chivalry. I shall hold, until overruled, that the spirit, if 
not indeed the letter of our laws, compels a Commandery to enforce upon a mem- 
ber, under these circumstances, a status that would emphatically deny him any 
right to demand a fully authenticated and authorized certificate of good standing, 
and thereby protect the fraternity the world over from the imposition which the 
possession of such a certificate in many ways makes possible. 

I stated in my foregoing letter that I knew of no decision sustaining the right 
to revoke a dimit. While this evidenced my ignorance of authorities, I have the 
gratification of knowing that I have, without previous knowledge, ruled in sub- 
stance the same as others far more eminent and intelligent than I can ever hope to 
become. Since my decision has been severely criticized, I have made research for 
precedents, and have found— 

jp'ir**— That Grand Master Hubbard, of Ohio,— than whom no Mason whose 
name brightens the history of any Jurisdiction, commanded the deserved greater 
fraternal and personal confidence and regard— decided in 1858, 

'* That a Lodge may revoke a dimit, even if the brother to whom it is granted 
has removed out of the Jurisdiction of the Lodge." 

iSecond— Mackey, in Chapter Vn., of his Universal Principles of Masonic Law, 
page 287, says: 

*' No member is entitled to a dimit unless at the time of demanding it he be in 
good standing, and free from all charges, eitlier for crime or dues." 



Third— Res, Grand Lodge D. C, 1856, asserts, 
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" That in no case shall a dimit be granted in that Joiisdlction when there ex- 
ists an untried imputation upon the character of the applicant for a violatioD of 
the criminal laws of the land." 

I am also informed that a Grand Commander of Texas decided that a dimit 
conld be revoked for good canse, and that the decision was sustained. 

As to the character and force of a dimit, the Committee on Masonic Juris- 
prudence of the Grand Lodge of Ohio, in 1857, reported: 

" That a dimit is in the nature of a letter commendatory of the brother to 
whom it is issued for his admission into another Lodge." 

There are other authorities I might quote to sustain my yiew that a dimit is a 
credential of character and good standing, but I do not think it necessary, because 
I believe there is but little variance of opinion in this belief. 

While the appeal from the result of the trial was taken, as it states, for the 
purpose of having me officially review and pass upon the proceedings, and the claim 
of the appellants that the verdict is inconsistent with the facts, I concluded that 
as the trial resulted from and was based on my said decision, it would be best to 
have the decision first passed upon by the Grand Commandery, inasmach as all 
proceedings subsequent to the revocation of the dimit would be nugatory, if the 
decision should be overruled, and that therefore the consideration of said appeal 
would be superfluous. I held this view because the close proximity of this Con- 
clave to the date I received my appeal would involve but little delay, and any 
prejudice which this delay might occasion, would, I think, be more than out- 
weighted by the fact that if said decision is sustained, the course of action on the 
appeal can be determined by the Grand Commandery direct, which I am sure would 
give more satisfaction to all parties in interest, than if the Grand Commander 
should review and decide the appeal, notwithstanding the fact that this ruling 
would be subject to approval or reversal by your body. 

BECOGNITION. 

Sir Enoch Carson submitted what he calls a memorial, and asked 
its reference to the Committee on Jurisprudence : 

Whebeab. The Statutes and Regulations of the Grand Commandery, Article 
I., Section 13, defines the only degrees of Masonry, or Orders of Knighthood recog- 
nized by the Grand Commandery of Ohio as regular; and, 

Whebeas, Said section names as among the Orders so recognized the Supreme 
Councils, 830 , of Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite; and, 

Whereas, A question has been asked by members of this Grand Commandery 
as to what Supreme Councils of the 83® in the United States are recognized as 
regular? Therefore, in order to answer this inquiry, be it 
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Resolvedi That nnder said eection referred to this Grand Gommandery reoog. 
nizee as the only regular Supreme Councils of the 88 ^ , of the Ancient Accepted Scot> 
tish Bite in the United States, the Snpreme Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors 
General of the 33 o for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States, of 
which Brother Henry L. Palmer, of Wisconsin, is at present the M. P. Grand Com- 
mander; and the Supreme Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General of the 
880 for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States, of which Brother Albert 
Pike, of Washington City, is at present the M. P. Grand Commander. 

They reported as follows : 

Your Committee on Templar Jurisprudence, to which was referred the pre- 
amble and resolution presented by B. E. Sir E. T. Carson, relating to the " Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Bite," have had the same under consideration, and respect- 
fully report said preamble and resolution back, and recommend their adoption. 

For one we protest against any such unwarrantable interference 
with any Bodies of Masonry, so called, by Knights Templars. It ap- 
pears to be a set plan with Carson, and other " high fellows " who write 
33 ® after their names, to use the Masonic Bodies, as they get control 
of them, to legislate upon which of the Scottish Kite Bodies are legal 
and legitimate. It is not the place. Sir Carson, to establish your right 
to reign, and notwithstanding it appears to be a part of your Scottish 
Rite system, we fail to see what Templar Masons have to do with the 
subject at all, at aU. Let every tub stand on its own bottom. 



Sir Carson writes the report on Foreign GommunicationB, as he calls 
it. Wonder if his Grand Gommandery calls it Committee on Foreign 
Communications? Suppo^ Sir Carson reads what he says of us on 
page 138 of his report, and see how nice the shoe fits him. 

But, joking aside, the report is one of Carson's best. He is a grand 
man and learned Mason, one respected by all, and what he says carries 
weight; the only objection we find is his everlasting efforts, in season 
and out of season, to attach his high Masonry, as practiced by Pike, 
Palmer, himself, and others, to every other Masonic Body, so-called, in 
America. 
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GRAND ENCAMPMENT. 



We give, in full, what he says of the Grand Encampment : 




CORRESPONDENCE. 



117 



The Twenty-Second Triennial Conclave of this Grand Body was held in the 
City of San Francisco, Aogost 21, 22, 23 and 24, 1888, M. E. Sir Benjamin Dean, of 
Massachnsetts, Grand Master, presiding. 

The day preceding the Conclave was devoted to a grand street parade by the 
Grand Commandery of California and visiting Commanderiee and individual 
Knights from every section of the Union. 

The parade was a grand and imposing pageant. The houses along the line of 
march were profusely and elegantly decorated, giving a most picturesque and 
beautiful effect. Several elegantly designed and elaborately decorated Triumphal 
Arches were erected on the main streets along the line of march. 

The number of Templars in attendance at San Francisco was not near so large 
as at Chicago, nor was it to be expected that it would be, though the number was 
very great, and much more than could have been expected, when we take into ac- 
count the great distance and consequent time and expense required to make the 
trip. 

The Knights of California, especially those resident in San Francisco, dis- 
charged their duty as hosts in the most generous and satisfactory manner, and there 
were few complaints except among the chronic growlers. 

There were great expectations expressed, before the San Francisco meeting, 
that it was going to be renowned in the annals of American Templary as the great 
business meeting of the Grand Encampment. The expectations and predictions 
were not verified. On the contrary, there was less business transacted at the meet- 
ing than at any previous one for many years. 

This, in a great measure, may be accounted for by the failure of the several 

proposed amendments to the Constitution, Code, etc., not coming up for action, 

being ruled out because they had not been printed and sent out to the members, as 

required by the Constitution, four months before the meeting. Section 67 of the 

Constitution provides: 

" That any member intending to submit a motion relative to a change of the 
Constitution, Statutes, or Rituals, shall give notice thereof in writing, to the Grand 
Recorder, at least four months before the day on which the Grand Conclave shall 
be held, at which such subject is to be discussed, and notice thereof shall be in- 
serted in the summons: otherwise no such notice shall be entertained." 

Owing to the embroglio between Grand Master Dean and Grand Recorder 
Parvin, the required notice was not sent out, and the Grand Encampment decided 
that none of the proposed amendments could be acted on at the meeting, conse- 
quently they all went over to the next Triennial. 

We were opposed to the action of the Grand Encampment, believing that as it 
is the highest body, it is a law to itself; that it could have acted if it had been so dis- 
posed, and if action had been taken, what power could have called its authority or 
legality of proceeding in question? 
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More than that, we think the proxKiaed amendments shonld have been acted 
npon. However, we thonsht we discovered a disposition with some of the leading 
and influential membera to evade the issues that were likely to arise. We confess 
onr ignorance of the knowledge of the causes for this feeling. 

The responsibility for the failure of the proper notices being sent out, we 
think, rests with the Grand Recorder. We say this after giving the matter careful 
investigation, and without any feeling of unfriendliness to that officer, who 
thought he was not to blame, and we believe he was sincere in his belief. 

The Report of the Proceedings have not yet been seen by us. We believe 
they are not printed (Mareh 10, 1884), therefore we cannot give details, even as to 
the little business that was transacted. 

Grand Master Dean*s Report, in print, was distributed to the members at the 
meeting. It is an elaborate, stately document, filling 177 pages. 

He gives full and detailed account of all his official acts and decisions during 
the three yeare. 

We shall not pretend to give an epitome of its contents. 

Much space in it is devoted to giving an account of his trouble with Grand Re- 
corder Parvin. His action in the matter was fully endorsed and sustained by the 
Grand Encampment, consequently the Grand Recorder was censured both directly 
and by implication. 

He makes a most valuable contribution to American Knight Templar history, 
in a chapter headed, 



' SOUTH CAROLINA AND TEMPLAR HISTORY." 



Through dilligent and persistent researeh. Sir Dean discovered an old Tem- 
plar Patent or Diploma, issued at Charleston, South Carolina, 1788. We believe 
this is the oldest American Templar document of the kind that has yet been dis- 
covered. He had it heliotyped, and publishes it with his address. It is very 
curious, historically valuable and interesting. We give a description of it, and 
copy of the tert. 

There are four small circular emblematic engravings at the top of the docu- 
ment: 



(1) 



(2) 



(8) 



(4) 



A five pointed 
star, in the cen- 
ter the Tetra- 
grammaton. 

Legend: "Me- 
mento Mori.'* 



Two columns, 
Arch and Key- 
stone, on seven 



Legend: "Ho- 
liness to the 
Lord." 



Serpent on tan 
cross on center 
of stone bridge 
of three arohes. 

Legend: "Jesu 
Salvator Nomi- 
nis." 



Skull and Cross 
Bones, with 
Passion Cross 
on top of skolL 

Legend: " In 
hoc signo vin- 
ces." 



Black ribbon and two seals attached to the left hand margin. 
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.[Copy of Text] 



HOLINESS TO THE LORD. 



We, the HIGH PRIEST, Capt'n Commandant of the RED CROSS, and Capt*n 
General of that most holy and invincible Order of KNIGHTS TEMPLAR of ST. 
ANDREWS LODGE, No. 1, ANCIENT MASONS, held in Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, under Charter from the Grand Lodge of the Sonthem District of North Amer- 
ica, Do hereby certify that the Bearer, oar tmsty and Well Beloved Brother, SIR 
HENRY BEAUMONT hath passed the chair, been raised to the Sublime Degrees 
of anexceUent Super-ExoeDent ROYAL ARCH MASON, KNIGHT OF THE RED 
CROSS, and a KNIGHT of that most holy. Invincible and Magnanimous Order of 
the KNIGHTS TEMPLARS, KNIGHT HOSPLAR, KNIGHT of RHODES, and of 
MALTA, which several Orders are above deliniated; * and he having conducted 
Vumself like a true and faithful Brother, we affectionately recommend him to all 
the Fraternity of ANCIENT MASONS 'round the Globe, wherever assembled. 

Given under our hands, and Seals of our Lodge, this 1st day of August, Five 
thousand Seven hundred and eighty-three, and of MALTA, 3517. 



This curious document indicates, edmost beyond question, that the Orders, as 
we have them to-day, at least so far as the names are concerned, and order of con- 
ferring, were the same at that day as we have them now. It would also appear to 
explode the long accepted as a historical fact statement, that the Red Cross was 
introduced into our American Templar system by Webb; this document being 
dated long anterior to Webb. 

It is to be hoped that other facts connected with the early history of Templary 
in South Carolina will be discovered. The Order are under great obligations to 
Sir Dean for indefatigable zeal in bringing this valuable historical document to 
light. He presented the original to the Grand Encampment. 

The revised ritual of the Order of Knight of Malta, as reported by the Special 
Committee on that matter, was submitted and adopted, and the Commanderiee are 
required to conform to it in conferring the Order, by using either the long ceremo- 
nial or the short one; two forms being submitted by the Committee. 

Grand Master Dean submitted an old ritual of the Order of the Temple and 
Red Gross, said to be the one in use in Massachusetts in early days, the same that was 
submitted to the Grand Encampment of the United States during the administra- 
tion of Grand Masters Hubbard and French, and which it is probable was adopted 
by that body, and referred to in the proceedings as the ritual in the archives of 
tb.e Grand Encampment of the United States." 

* Referring to the four dronlar emblematic engravings at the top. 



RD. MASON, Recorder, 



GEO. CARTER, CapVn General. 
THOS. PASHLEY, Ist King. 
WM. NISBETT, 2d King. 
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It was referred to the Committee on Ritoal, with instraction to collato and 
prepare it fur ose in the Commanderiee, and to disseminate the same, under the 
direction of the Grand Master. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

Sir Alexander F. Vance, Urbana, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir James Nesbitt, Troy, re-elected Grand Recorder. 

* 

The Thirtieth Annual Conclave was held at Lancaster, commenc- 
ing 29th May, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 

Sir B. Frank Breneman, Grand Commander. 
Sir Charles E. Meyer, Grand Recorder. 
Fifty-one Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Seven Past Grand Commanders present. 

GRAND COMMANDER'S ADDRESS. 

The Grand Commander, in presenting his annual address, says : 

The Constitation of the Grand Commandery requires that the Grand Com- 
mander shall annually present to ihe Grand Commandery a report of his official 
acts, in order that the members may judge of the manner in which the datiee have 
been performed, as well as to consider what legislation may be necessary for the 
fatnre. The year just closing has been, to me, a most pleasant one, with nothing to 
mark it as differing from those of my predecessors. It is an honor, I assure yon, 
to be called to preside over a body as large as the Grand Commandery of Pennsyl- 
vania, second only in numbers to any, yet, when 1 see the action taken by some of 
those in sister Jurisdictions, who, having taken the same vows as we, and who are 
setting themselves up as superior to the law, I am almost tempted to say how few 
there are who stand fast, as you have done, to a strict fulfilling of every law. 
Experience has taught that there is much that might be objected to in the present 
laws, and which might be changed for the better, in an organization as large as 
the Grand Encampment, in a country as extensive as ours, with so many different 
and differing forms of Masonic government, it is not to be wondered at, that what 
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might be good law in one Jnrifldiction would be directly contrary to the teachings 
of another. Thns we are aomedmes called to act in opposition to Masonry in onr 
o-wn Jarifidiction. I refer more particularly to the relations exiflting between the 
Blue Iiodge, the Ghapter and the Gommandery, relating to the sabject of non-pay- 
ment of dues and affiliation in Lodge or Ghapter. 



The Grand Commander offers the following suggestions to the 
Q-rand Body ; 

I woold snggest that the most liberal jurisdiction be allowed to all Gommand- 
eriee in PennBylvania. Gertainly there is, and there shonld be, nothing compulsory 
in Templarism. A companion shonld be allowed to apply for the Orders to any 
Commandery in this Jurisdiction to which he may choose to apply. It is not for 
tKe best interests of the Grand Gommandery to protect any Gommandery whose 
members have not enough interest in the Order as to make the Gommandery be 
Sought by the aspirant for the Orders of Knighthoodi A candidate who has been 
forced to enter such a Gommandery will have but a poor opinion of an Order which 
forces a man to join a lifeless organization. 

One other subject I would ask you to consider, and that is the celebration of 
Oood Friday. It is most gratifying to report the interest taken by a large number 
of the Gommanderies in attending Divine service on this most solemn of all Ghris- 
tdan fasts, but I would suggest whether it would not be more fitting that the Sir 
ICnightB celebrate with joy the day of Ascension? The ceremonies of most Gom- 
oxanderies have more reference to the risen than to dying Saviour. Whatever day 
ia commemorated let the ceremonies be appropriate thereto. 

The committee to whom these matters were referred to, report on 
tlie first as follows : 

Your Gommittee regard the action of the Qrand Gonmiandery at its annual 
Oonclave in 1880, as settling the question of jurisdiction, and expressing the cor- 
*^t principles upon which it is based. A courteous observance of the law as 
tJierein approved cannot fail to avert all strife and contention between adjacent 
Oommanderies. 

And upon the second as follows: 

The Grand Gommandery having, by a resolution, unanimously adopted, in 
1881, given its approval of the observance, by the Gommanderies, of Good Friday, 
designates that day as the one set apart for such services. 
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The Grand Commander submitted the following decisions, made 
by him dm-ing the year : * 

1. The Grand Commander cannot grant a dispensation to a Ck>mmandery to 
take a lees fee than the Constitation requires. 

2. ' That a Sir Knight under charges has the right to prefer charges against 
another Sir Knight while said charges are pending against him. A Sir Knight is in 
good standing and is presumed to be innocent ontil, after trial, he has been de- 
clared goilty. A Sir Knight in good standing, therefore, has a right which cannot 
be denied him of preferring charges, etc. 

8. It is an act of courtesy and perfectly competent for a Gommandery in this 
Jurisdiction to confer the Orders of Knighthood on a candidate lawfully approved 
in another Gommandery in this Jurisdiction, on the request of said Gommandery. 

4. Questionr-In order to be restored to Templar membership is it first nec- 
essary to be restored to good Templar standing and then proceed by petition? 

Answer— Yea. 

5. Question— It not, shall the vote be taken " triva voce *' or by ballot? 
Answer— Mi voting upon admission of members must be by ballot. 

6. Question— WhAt percentage of vote is necessary for approval? 
^TMtoer— Unanimous vote is required. 

7. Question— HLviS^ the members be notified of the application for restoration 
to membership? 

Answer— TioB depends upon the By-lAws of your Gommandery. 

8. Question— Is an objection to restoration sent by mail valid? 

Answer— ^o. 

9. In reply to a question as to jurisdiction from the Eminent Gommander of 
No. 51, 1 replied, there must be other objections than that of jurisdiction. It is not 
courteous for a Gommandery to force candidates to go where they will not. A 
candidate, as long as he is under the tongue of good Masonic report and there ate 
no objections against him, should be at liberty to go where he will. Your Gom- 
mandery should not feel satisfied to have as members those who have no sympathy 
with you in any respect, who, in order to become Knights Templar, have been forced 
to join your Gommandery. Such are not the teaching of Masonry of Templarism. 

10. It is perfectly competent for one Gommandery in this Jurisdiction to 
confer the Orders of Knighthood at the request of another Gommandery in this 
Jurisdiction. The candidate need not dimit, but is a member of the Gommandery 
in which he was elected. The conferring of the Orders is merely an act of ooorteey. 
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U. Question— CompBoian " A " residing in joriBdiotion of Commandery *' B " 
petitioDB Commandery ** G " for the Orders of Knighthood and membership. Com- 
mandery " B " waives jurisdiction; a ballot is had in Commandery " C " and Com- 
manion " A is rejected. Can " A " offer a new petition (at the expiration of six 
months) to the Commandery C," in which he was rejected, or is he compelled to 
present it to Commandery " B," in whose Jorisdiction he resides? 

Arutoer—Ke mnst apply to the Commandery " C " in which he was rejected; 
Commandery B " has waived all its rights to Commandery " C." It may, on pe- 
tition, permit "B'* to receive *'A*s" application, bnt nntil that permission has 
been received *' B " can have no jurisdiction. 

12. On April 15th, I received a letter signed by F. K. Womrath, Eminent 
Commander elect of Kadosh Commandery, No. 29, saying at ^e last election of 
Kadosh Commandery, No. 29, Sir Knight Joel B.*Perkins, residing in New Jersey, 
was elected Captain (General for the ensning Templar year; that some doubts have 
been raised as to his eligibility to holding the office, being a non-resident, and ask- 
ing if the election will hold good or not? In reply, I wrote that from a carefol 
reading of the law and decisions, and a consideration of the question as asked by 
Sir Womrath, it was clearly my opinion that Sir Perkins was not, at the time, eli- 
gible for election to the office of Captain General of Kadosh Commandery. The 
Code of Statutes, Section XXYIII, par. 7, say that whenever an Eminent Com- 
mander changes his residence to a place beyond the jurisdiction of his Grand Com- 
mandery, he thereby vacates his office, and can exercise his powers no longer. 
Grand Master Hurlbnrt, in Decision 84, page 72, Pro. 1880, says: " His residence in 
law is where he claims and exercises the right of suffrage. He cannot be a voter in 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania at the same time. His legal residence is where he 
votes, and this must govern in deciding the question of eligibility to the office." 

The supplement to the Code of the Grand Encampment, No. 68, says: ''A 
non-resident of the State is not eligible to office in the Grand Commandery.'* 
Therefore, I hold that a candidate for any of the lower of elective offices in which 
the lower officer may, at any time, he called to assume the duties of the highest 
office, must be as fully competent and qualified to fill said highest office as the per- 
son who has been legally elected thereto. If a non-resident of the State can- 
not be elected legally to office in Grand Commandery, such a one cannot be legally 
elected to office in a Subordinate Commandery. 

This is a most important question, as it is one, not of intention, but one of 
fact as to residence. It has been unpleasant for me to decide adverse to one who 
has been by his fraters elected to an office, more particularly as Sir Perkins has. I 
learn, held appointed offices in his Commandery for years, and now, when he has 
merited this elective advancement, to be met by a disappointment. Yet, as my 
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opinion was asked, I oonld only administer the law as I find it, not as I would wish 
ittobe. 

18. To the qaeetion, can a Commandery receive and act apon a petition forth- 
with as a sojoomer? 

Answer— No\ all petitions most lay over the nsoal time nnless the Grand Com- 
mander anthorizee other action. 

14. Question— A petition being presented at a stated Conclave, for the Orders, 
a Committee appointed who make report unfavorably, the candidate being absent 
in a distant Btate, the Committee had not the opportunity of having an interview 
with him. By a resolution of the Commandery, the petition was referred back to 
the Committee. After the lapse of another month it was again called up; the 
chairman said they were ready to report as they had done before, but the applicant 
was stUl absent. One of the reoommenders on the petition then desired to with- 
draw the petition, taking the ground that there was a technical objection, from the 
fact that the fee had not accompanied the petition when presented; the usual cus- 
tom had been to require the fee to be paid before the degrees are conferred, but 
not necessarily so required with the petition when first presented. The chairman 
of the Committee declined giving up the petition unless he could make his report 
regularly, and have it take the usual course of a ballot. The fee, it has been under- 
stood, was paid by the applicant, but his friend, one of the recommenders, failed 
to pay it over, but said he was ready and willing to do so, to avoid further trouble 
and to allay animosity. It was decided by the Eminent Commander, with the ad- 
vice of some of the Past Commanders, to refer the matter to the Grand Com- 
mander for his opinion and advice and decision. The question is, can the petition 
be withdrawn? 

Anstoer— Section XXX, par. 6, prohibits a petition from being withdrawn; 
Section XXX, par, 8, requires a ballot to be taken on every petition, whether the 
report is favorable or unfavorable; Section XXX, par. 12, prescribes that a petition 
which has been rejected cannot be balloted for or renewed until at least six months 
elapse after such rejection. (See Digest of Templar Law, pages 142 and 143, Book of 
the Law.) Under these laws I would decide the candidate lawfully rejected, that a 
ballot must be had, that the petition cannot be withdrawn, and no further ac- 
tion after the ballot— if unfavorable— can be had for at least six months, when a 
new petition can be received, but said new petition cannot be withdrawn. Your 
violation of your own By-Laws, as regards the fee, ccmnot affect the petition in 
question, and your Commandery is censurable for thus violating its By-Laws. No 
technicality can remove an unfavorable ballot. ' The applicant is rejected. The 
supplement to the Code, par. 8, says: " A ballot cannot be repeated, even to cor- 
rect an alleged mistake." 
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They were referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, who re- 
ported upon them as follows, and which report was adopted ; 

The decisions of the Grand Commander, respectively numbered Nob. 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 0, 10, 11 and 18, are eonnd expositions of Templar law, and are, therefore, 
approved. In reference to Noe. 5 and 6, however, it is understood that the vote 
therein referred to is npon the petition for membership. 

The case of the C^aptain General of No. 29, may be regarded as one of peculiar 
hardship— as represented, the Sir Knight, whose right to hold the office is involved 
in the decision, has been an active an efficient member, and was deemed worthy of 
advancement. The votes of the Sir Knights should receive every consideration, as 
they alone have the right to say who shall be their officers, and nothing but a plain 
prohibition by the expressed law should interfere with this right. The law of the 
Grand Encampment and our own Grand Commandery must determine the ques- 
tion, and your Committee regard the conclusions of the Grand Commander as the 
correct exposition. While territorial Jurisdictions are admitted and acknowl- 
edged, great care necessarily must be taken to prevent any violations of their rela- 
tive rights. The early history of this Grand Rody is replete with troubles arising 
from that cause principally, with that of the neighboring Jurisdictions now in. 
volved. It seems eminently proper that a Knight within the Jurisdiction of our 
Grand Body should be declared incompetent to preside over a Subordinate Com- 
mandery of another Jurisdiction, and by that means become a member of its 
Grand Body. A Captain General becomes a member of the Grand Body under 
whose Jurisdiction his Commandery holds its charter, and were the law otherwise 
than as held, you would behold members of a Grand Body who owed no allegiance 
to it, and over whom none could be claimed by the body itself. This indicates the 
wisdom of the principle as declared, and we are constrained to declare the decision 
of the Grand Commander as a sound construction of the law. 

In reference to decision No. 14, your Committee would say that under the law, 
as laid down by the Grand Encampment, requiring the baUot to be taken in all 
cases upon the report of a Committee upon the petition of an applicant, the rejec- 
tion or election of such petitioner must depend upon the result of the ballot. 
Until so decreed by ballot, no companion can be declared rejected by the Com- 
mandery. No petition can be withdrawn. 



The Committee on Jurisprudence submitted the following, majority 
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and minority reports, same having been laid over from last year for 
final action : 

Your Committee on JnriBpnidenoe, to whom was referred the qnestion of 
jnrisdiotioxi of the Grand Commandery over the proceedings of the Committee on 
Foreign Correfipondeiice, have oarefnlly considered the eabject, and arrived at the 
conclneion that the jarisdiction of the Grand Commandery over its Committees 
and their reports is not taken away by the words of the section as it stands in the 
*'Book of the Law,** (page 19) althoogh the wording might be improved by strik- 
ing oat the word shall ** and InBerting " may.*' 

This jarisdiction is, in the Judgment of yoor Committee, inherent in the 
Grand Commandery, and exists, unless expressly denied to it, by the word of the 
law. 

The custom of printing the Report without having it read in the Grand Com- 
mandery, grew ap in part from the character of the Report, its length, etc., and so 
far as your Committee can learn from examination, no Report was ever read in the 
Grand Commandery. This fact, however, proves nothing more than that its read- 
ing was dispensed with for want of time or some other reason. It was never un- 
derstood that the Committee on Foreign Correspondence claimed the right to pub- 
lish without supervision by the Grand Commandery. Although your Committee 
are aware that the Grand Commandery, as a rule, did not exercise any such super- 
vision, we are of the opinion that the Grand Commandery has the right to have 
the report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence read to them before 
its publication, and may direct what parts of it shall be published and what parts 
omitted, or, in other words, have full control and jurisdiction of the subject. 

In regard to the prerogative of the Grand Commander, during the interim, if 
he conceives it to be his duty, in the exercise of his authority, to order part of the 
proceedings of the Grand Commandery, whether of the Report on Foreign Corre- 
spondence, or any other part, to be omitted from the published proceedings, we 
believe it to be the duty of the Printing Committee to obey. The only redress is 
the Grand Commandery, by which body his actions (in this behalf) can be re- 
viewed and approved or disapproved, as in its judgment it may seem proper. 
The other Grand Officers act as advisors or counselors. He is the power, and he 
alone. 

In conclusion, your Committee would say, that it would be better in all cases 
that the Grand Commandery should act upon the Report itself, in which case no 
question as to the power of the Grand Commander could arise. 

E. Sir Samuel Harper submitted the following as a substitute for 
the report: 
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The Beport of the Committee on Foni^nGaRespondenoe is not the ezpraesion 
of the views of the Grand Gommandery. nnleae it ie read and regolarly adopted. 
Its publication with the proceeding doee not alter this role. 

It Lb in the power of the Grand Gommandery, however, to have the report read 
at length or in part, and to approve or disapprove the whole or any portion thereof, 
precisely as in the case of the report of any other Gommittee, bat the role of print- 
ing reports in foil, whether they be approved or rejected, most equally apply to 
such report. The power to approve, disapprove, add to, alter or amend reports of 
Committees, is a legislative function of the Grand Gommandery, and cannot be 
exercised by any other authority. 

The power to determine what portion of the proceedings of the Grand Com- 
mandery shall be published is vested in the Gommittee on Foreign Coroespondence 
by the 10th paragraph of Article X, of the Gonstitation, the latter daose of which 
reads as follows: " They shall select snch portions of the proceedings of the Grand 
Gommandery as are proper for publication, which, together with the Beport on 
Foreign Correspondence and statistical table, shall be published," and cannot be 
ezerdsed by any officer or other Gommittee. In that respect, the Gommittee on 
Printing is under the direction of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

Which being considered, was not agreed to. 
The report of the Committee was adopted. 



We very much regret the above action. Perhaps we may be 
wrong, but we fear personaZ dignity, not Templar dignity, Is in the way. 

No more intelligent, courteous and painstaking Sir Enight was en- 
rolled in the Corps Reportorial than Sir Harper, of Pennsylvania, and 
none could leave us with more regret on our part. 

Pennsylvania loses everything ; Sir Harper nothing. 



No Report on Correspondence. 

OFFICEBS BLBCTED. 

Sir Charles W. Batchelor, Rttsburgh, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir Charles E. Meyer, Philadelphia, re-elected Grand Recorder. 
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The Thirtieth Annual Conclave was held in San Antonio, commenc- 
ing 18th April, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 

Sir J. E. Elgin, Dep. Grand Commander, acting Grand Commander. 

Sir Robert Brewster, Grand Recorder. 

Twelve Subordinate Commanderies represented. 

Five Past Grand Commanders present. 



Sir Knight Elgin, after welcoming the members of the Grand Com- 
mandery, says : 

Sir Knights, having been premstarely called to the discharge of the dnties of 
Grand Commander, I enter upon them with the greatest fear and trembling. 
Fearing my own incapacity, I trembled at the magnitade of the responsibility. 
Having served oat the term of him whose place I could never hope to fill, I here- 
with sabmlt to yon my official acts: 

On April 28, 1882, 1 received a communication from Sir J. J. Good, informing 
me of his increasing ill health, and requesting upon that account that I assume the 
duties of his office, expressing many vdshes for a speedy recovery, so that he could 
relieve me of those duties, which, during health, he had never shirked, and in life 
had discharged with much pleasure to himself and profit to the Order. He was 
never afterward able to realize his hope. 



The following rulings of the acting Grand Commander, upon refer- 
ence to Committee on Jurisprudence, were approved : 

On January 16, 1883, 1 received, through Sir Knight J. C. McCoy, a letter from 
the Grand Master to Sir Knight Ashley, of Fort Worth, declining to give a decision 
except through the proper channels. Sir Knight Ashley was anxioas to assist a 
most worthy companion, who had lost an arm, to receive the Orders, and wished to 
know if it could possibly be done. I was compelled to refer him to page 186, Code 
of Statutes, where the law is positive that the loss of a leg or arm by amputation 
disqualifies a companion from receiving the Orders of Knighthood, and that I 
possessed no power to suspend the law. 

July 25, 1 received, through Sir John J. Good, a letter from the Generalissimo 
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of PariB Commandeiy, No. A, stating that a oompanion who had suffered from 
white swelling, bat who was now well and able to walk without a cane or cratch, 
had applied for the Orden, and he deemed it his dnty to aak a decision as to his 
eligibility. I answered that no degree in Masonry reqoired perfection in limb, bot 
soundness only. In the Commandery it was necessary for the applicant to be capa- 
ble of going through with all the signs and ceremonies without the aid of cane or 
cratch, and of discharging his Templar duties, enduring pilgrimages and warfare, 
and if he could perform these duties he might be received, notwithstanding other 
defects; that from his description I was inclined to think the candidate eligible, 
but that he and the Sir Kni«^tB must judge as to whether he comes up to the 
standard. 

CONGRATULATION. 

He congratulates the Order on its present prosperity in the follow- 
ing words : 

Sir Knights, notwithstanding our heavy losses by death, I must congratulate 
you upon the flourishing condition of the Order throughout the State. Never, i>er- 
haps, since Williams, Buthven and Taylor met in convention in this city twenty, 
nine years ago, has the Order been so prosperous. From every source that I have 
been able to hear, peace and prosperity prevail, and more work has been done 
within the past six months than in any year of our existence, and I think earaest 
devotion to the Christian tenets of the Order have increased proportionately. 

DIBTINOUISHBD YISITORB. 

It was announced that Sir H. B. Stoddard, Grand Representative of 
the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the United States, ac- 
companied by Past Grand Commander Botts, and under the escort of 
Palestine Commandery, No. 8, were present by appointment of the R. 
E. Deputy Grand Commander. The proper order was made, and tlie 
Grand GeneralisBimo, with escort, introduced the visiting official, when, 
after the usual ceremonies and reception, the Deputy Grand Commander 
tendered the gavel to Sir Enight Stoddard, who, accepting it, made an 
appropriate address conveying the Knightly greeting of the Grand 
Master to the Grand Commandery of Texas, and his expressions of sor- 
row at the loss so recently sustained by Texas. After which the Chair 
was again taken by the Deputy Grand Commander, and the business 
resumed. 
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COMMITTEB ON GRAIO) OFFICERS. 



The Committee on Grand Officers submitted the following report 
thereon, which was adopted : 

Your Committee on Giand Offioen* Beports, respectfully report that they have 
exammed the reports of the several Grand Officers referred to them, and are pleased 
to say that they find from these reports, that the Templar Orders in Texas during 
the past year have enjoyed a great degree of prosperity. Onr Commanderies seem 
to be receiving additional strength from the very beet material in the country, and 
we haye assnrance that the coming year vrill be eqnally prosperons, for which we 
should lift onr gratefnl hearts in praise to onr Father in Heaven. 

The Committee approve of the action of the B. E. Deputy Grand Commander, 
in directing the holding of a Conblave of Sorrow in memory of the distinguished 
dead« WhUe there seems no precedent or authority for such an assemblage, they 
believe that the occasion demanded some recognition upon the part of this Grand 
Body, and whether sanctioned by usage or not, the action taken was certainly an 
appropriate and deserved tribute, by the living, to the memory of the dead. 

The Deputy Grand Commander forcibly presents cogent reasons . for some 
modification of our rules in regard to the formation of new Commanderies. Our 
statutes on this subject might be modified without detriment to the Order, and we 
therefore recommend that Art X., Sec. 8, be amended to read as follows: 

"No new Commandery shall be created within less than fifty miles of one 
already constituted, except in a city or town containing ten thousand inhabitants, 
in which no Commandery already exists, or by unanimous vote of the Grand Com. 
mandery." 

Your Committee cannot close their review of the official report of the B. E. 
Deputy Grand Commander, without calling attention to the zeal and devotion dis- 
played by him in the somewhat difficult position in which he has been placed, and 
in retiring from official position, he may rest assured that his Knightly courtesy 
towards the Commanderies visited by him will long be cherished in their memories. 

We have also examined the reports of the Grand Gfeneralissimo, Grand Stands 
ard Bearer and Grand Warder. 

The E. Grand G^eralissimo reports having granted a Dispensation to San 
Felipe de Austin Commandery to appear in public. We can find no authority for 
this action. While it is true that upon the death of the T. E. Grand Commander, 
the Deputy Grand Commander succeeds to his powers and duties; but there is no 
statute or law which giyes any additional authority to the Gtoeralissimo; unless 
the Deputy Grand Commander should become disabled or be absent from the Jnr- 
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isdiotion. The oooafiion was one on which the granting of the Dispensation was 
right and proper, and one wherein there was some qoeetion as to the right of the 
Officer to grant it, and we only desire to assert what we think is the correct mle of 
law, and not to criticise the oocabion for which the Dispensation was granted. 

BBPORT ON G0BRB8P0NDENCB. 

The Report on Correspondence is from the pen of Sir Wm. T. Har- 
denbrook. It is the labor that ought to have been performed by an- 
other, but duty called, and Sir Hardenbrook responded. 

In his opening he says : 

Important qnestions of Jnrispradenoe do not occapy mnch of the attention of 
the Grand Gommanderies. Very few qaestionfi arise which can not be setUed by 
the present Code of Statates of the Grand Encampment. 

In membership, there has been a healthy increase throoghont the world. In 
the United States the membership has increased 1,427. This increase is not as large 
as that of last year, being only two and two-thirds per cent., against six per cent, last 
year, but this is an off year, while last year had the Triennial gain in it. 

The ayennee leading to the Commandery are not so broad as in the past his- 
tory. Well developed moral faculties are beginning to be considered of more con- 
sequence to the Fraternity than either rank, station, or wealth. 

Templars are growing more watchfnl, and, in the selection of associates, are 
goided and controlled by the observance of the only laws that can possibly com- 
mend an institation to the attention of thooghtfol men. 

In other conntriee the Order is also progressing. England and Wales have 
131 Preceptoriee on the roll, bat of which 23 are sospended, leaving 108 in operation, 
with a membership of 2,700. In the United States we have 653 Subordinate Gom- 
manderies, with a membership of 54,610. Ganada has 24 Preceptoriee and 676 mem- 
bers. In Ireland and Scotland the Order is practically dormant. In Ireland there 
are 44 Preceptoriee, 1,100 members, and in Scotland 9 Preceptoriee, 270 members, 
making a grand total of 888 Subordinate Templar organizations in the world, with 
an aggregate membership of 50,266. 

We take great pleasure in reporting one more star added to the Templar 
galaxy. North Garolina is now a Grand Jurisdiction— ^* her equal among her sis- 
ters." She was organized under dispensation of the M. E. Grand Master of Knights 
Templar of the United States, in the Gity of Wilmington, May 10, A. D. 1881, A. 
0.763. 

Tour Gommittee on your behalf extend Knightly greetings to the North 
Garolina fraters, and desire to express best wishes for the permanent prosperity of 
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their yonng Gommandery. May peooe ever preTail thrcmghoat her borders, and 
the effulgent rays of her radiant triangle penetrate the gloom of saperstition, dis- 
pel ignorance, and diffuse the healthful light of intelligenoe at-home and abroad. 

None of the reports reviewed contain anything novel or startling. They all 
show, as a whole, that the affidrs of Templary have been progressing evenly and 
steadily to the front without mnch change, except it may be with a slightly slower 
pace than last year. Several reports have not, as yet, come to hand; should they 
arrive in time they will be reviewed in an addenda. 

One word more, personal. The writer of this report having been called to the 
field of his labors at the eleventh honr, mnst crave the indnlgence of the corps re- 
portorial on this occasion. 

From the fact that no report on Foreign Correspondence was embraced in 
oar Proceedings for 1882, we f onnd on oar table the accnmolation of two years* 
work, which we have endeavored to condense and embrace in the following report. 

That eminent jarist and author. Sir Knight John Sayles, appointed Chairman 
of this Committee at oar Annual Conclave in 1882, being, for various reasons, 
unable to devote the necessary time to this work, the reports were placed in the 
hands of the undersigned for review a short time before the report was due. 

Under the most favorable and auspicious circumstances the writer could not 
expect to fill the position as acceptably or creditably as the very able and distin- 
guished f rater whom he replaced upon the Committee, and it was with much diffi- 
dence that he undertook the task. We trust that our fraters will bear with this, 
our first venture on the field of Correspondence, and kindly overlook our many 
sins of omission and commission. 

Thirty.four Grand Jurisdictions are fully reviewed, Michigan for 
1882, among the number. He, like ourself, is disposed to say but 
little, quoting fully, and let the readers judge for themselves. We do 
not believe anything is gained by writers of correspondence getting up 
subjects upon which to base arguments. It is "no good;" personal 
opinions go no length to convince the Templar world. 



We give the Sir Knight's conclusion, and congratulate Michigan 
and Texas that he is again the writer on correspondence : 

" G«th^ up the fragments, that nothing be lost"— John, vi., 12. 
Our task is completed; and in this connection we may be pardoned a few re- 
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Having reviewed the foregoing proceedings with great rapidity, we desire to 
express our regrets that the limited time available for the accomplishment of our 
labor precluded a more general treatment of the subject onder discossion. 

We have, in a measure, abstained from comment or criticism, confining our 
report to a digest of the views and opinions of the savants of the reportorial guild, 
to the exclusion of our own. 

Many of the selections to be found in the preceding pages are literally gems 
of Templar thought, and as such are commended to the earnest consideration and 
reflection of our fraters. Many of the propositions stated bear the golden stamp 
of unflinching truth, and are sustained by arguments made in strict sincerity and 
judicial impartiality. 

Mere rhetoric is not much in itself, compared with careful thought and con- 
scientious dedaion. A writer of philosophical instincts should feel that if his 
work is to be done at all, it should be done accurately and without squeamish re- 
serve; that truth is not alone the beatt but the otUy policy, and puts him most nearly 
right in the court of posterity. 

Lacking the completest candor a historical production has no excuse for 
being and is no more than a iiterary impertinence. The frankness of a candid dis- 
cussion is its fascination. The tendency of the present times is to freedom— free- 
dom of thought, freedom from the obligation of any dogmatic creed, freedom from 
conventional restrictions, etc. This tendfflicy is especially manifest among the 
easier, wealthier classes of the community, whose consequent habits are unfavora- 
ble to the cultivation of healthy religious principles. 

Character is moulded to the greatest advantage, and life grows healthier where 
there is a moral atmosphere, and personal influence most always have a greater 
share in the formation of character than the explanation or enforcement of any 
abstract principles. 

Christianity does not so much need to be apologized for and defended as it 
needs to be shown. When " Holiness to the Lord,*' shall be written upon the 
scholar's attainments, and the titles to the merchant's wealth, our faith will need 
no other defense. Christianity will never be saved from its enemies by theological 
engineering. 

When every form of Christian activity and force shall be devoted to aggres- 
sion upon the kingdom of darkness, there will be no time nor need for apologetics. 
Our victorious army of crusaders, with the light of battle in their eyes, will care 
little for the slow process of the engineer. 

When all our resources are converted honestly and faithfiiily into engines of 
attack upon sin and wrong, apologies for the Great Lnmanuel and his doctrines will 
be a grand impertinence. 
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The scieiitific infidel is not always a wrong doer, to be pat down. He is often 
a very darkened boqI straggling for lights and sometlmee driven back from it by the 
follies and inoonsistenoieB of Christians. A man, who by the nataie of his intel- 
lectual oonstitation. Is doomed always to grope in the twilight of a lonely skepti- 
cism, may well envy the consolations of the poor, the onlettered, the despised, who 
rest secure in an abiding faith. 

No Templar can claim to be a follower of Christ, who is not ready, in some 
way, to be incorporated into the great army of Evangelical workers. 

Whatever the Christian is, whatever the Christian has, whatever the Christian 
may become, whatever the Christian may aoqnire, belongs to Christ and to hn- 
manity, whom Christ in liis own person represents. 

The pointing oat of a way by which an inqoiring soul may rise from the 
depths of dispair, to the exalted regions of an nnqaestioning faith, is a work in 
which we, as Templars, may proadly engage. Tme Templarism demands of its 
constitaents, that they be interpietors and ezemplifiers of the highest types of 
Christian character, which is the attribute of tme manhood. 

In this direction the literatore of oar Order may exert a powerful inflnence 
for good or evil on the religioos life and faith of its constitaency. 

It is the prerogative of genios to give energy and attractiveness to trath and 
plaosibility and power to falsehood. It can thus befriend or dishonor the most 
sacred convictions of a man's natare concerning Qod and the eternal life. 

It is the province of the writers of oar Order to act as conservators of the 
morals and religions tendencies of oar Fraternity, and to ose their best endeavors 
for the spread of Christianity and the incalcation of its fundamental principles 
and tenets. 



The Twenty-First Annual Ck)nclaye was held in Lebanon, com- 
mencing 1st day of May, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 
Sir Wm. D. Robison, Grand Commander. 



OFFICERS ELECTED. 



Sir J. C. McCoy, Dallas, elected Grand Commander. 

Sir Robert Brewster, Houston, re-elected Grand Recorder. 
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Sir James D. Richardson, as Grand Recorder (owing to indisposi- 
tion of Sir Howell, that faithful officer, who is never absent when pos- 
sible to be present. We rejoice to know the indisposition was but 
temporary). 

Twelve Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Four Past Grand Commanders present (in spirit); that is to say, 
by proxy. 



The Grand Commander, in his opening, thus speaks of the progress 
of his Commandery : 

The Grand Commandeiy of Tenneesee 'was organized in 1859. In oonseqaence 
of the State of war then exiatincr, no Conclaves were held in 1862^. By reason of 
these omissions the present becomes the Twenty-First Grand Conclave of this 
Grand Commandery. It is a custom which nniversally obtains, and which has the 
time-honored sanction of the law; at least among all English speaking people, to 
loose the yonng man who has reached the age of twenty-one years from the restric- 
tions of boyhood, and permit him to act for himself. When this climacteric of 
youth is attained he dismisses the guardians who have hitherto managed his affairs, 
and assumes the responsibilities and prerogatives of manhood. In the olden days 
in England this auspicious event was the occasion of joyful celebration and con- 
gratulation. Omitting the uncounted years to which I have referred, this Grand 
Commandery has now attained its majority. It may be considered to have passed 
the initial and tentative period of its existence, and may now look forward to the 
maturer purpose and endeavor for wbich experience has prepared it. It can 
scarcely be said that this Grand Commandery has been under guardianship, or that 
its past years have given any sign of infancy. It has throughout its existence in- 
dicated strength and virility; and yet we cannot permit this occasion to pass with- 
out a reference to the amdogy between its situation and the coming of age of a 
lusty youth. 

There have been points of feebleness in our Grand Body that told of imma- 
turity; there have been weaknesses that indicated lack of full growth. We hope 
that these weak places have been removed and that new strength only appears in 
every fibre of its Constitution. The Commanderies which compose it are built 
upon a sure foundation, and have not only steadily increased in strength, but have 
evinced an enlarged appreciation of the truths which support the beautiful struc- 
ture of Templar Masonry and form the eternal principles which give it life and 
power. Let us, by our deliberatlonfi and social intercourse on this occasion, con- 
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trilrate still fnrUier to its prograea and welfare. Having oome of age as a Grand 
Oommandery, let ns move forward in full strength with determined effort in a 
career of hwoio endurance and clilvalric achievement. 

PBOCEEDINGS. 

Proceedings local in their character. Peace and harmony are re- 
ported throughout the Jurisdiction. 

BEPORT ON COBRBSPONDENCB. 

The report on Correspondence is by Sir Morton B. Howell, who, in 
his usual courteous and affable manner, reviews the doings of twenty- 
nine sister Grand Commauderies, including Michigan. In submitting 
his report, he says: 

I here sabmit the annmil Report on Correspondence. Mindful of the nnnsoal 
expense to be incnrred this year, I have tried hard to condense and redaoe the size 
of the report to the limit of onr ability to print. This part of the work has been 
done under the preesnre of what seemed necessity, and very unwillingly, because 
to make a short report is to leave out much that is valuable and not otherwise ac- 
cessible to our members, and the labor of prei>aration is thereby materially in- 
creased. 

In this report I have endeavored to summarize the action of all the Grand 
Commanderies except those of Arkansas, New Hampshire, New York and West 
Yirginia. The proceedings of the first and last, I am informed, have not been 
printed, and the other two, for some reason, have not been received. 

MICHIOAN. 

Michigan is fraternally reviewed for 1882, and for the allusion to 
ourself. Sir Howell, you have our thanks. 

IN MEMOBIAM. 

With. feelings of sorrow, and with much sympathy, we quote the 
following order, under date of November 23, 1883, and offer our con- 
dolence to the Sir Knights of Tennessee : 

Headquabtebs of the Grand CoHMAin)EBT 
Of the State of Tennessee. 

Jaoeson, Tenn., November 28, 1883. 

GENSBAIi Obdsb. 

On Sunday, November 18, 1883, B. Em. Sir William Reuben Butler, Past Grand 
Commander, departed this life, at his residence in Mnrfreesboro. 
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Oar lamented f rater was bom on September 22, 1834, and had therefore just ^ 
entered upon the fiftieth year of hie life. 

On Friday, November 16, 1888, Sir John William Burton, also a member of 
Morfreeeboro Commandery No. 10, Chancellor of the Tenth Chancery Division, was 
removed by death. 

One honored by his f raters with the highest position in their gift, and the 
other ocoapying a distingoished jadioial station, they have been called away from 
earth, we tmst to a glorious immortality. 

In token of respect to our deceased f raters, the usnal badge of monrning will 
be worn, and the Standards and Jewels be draped with crape for thirty days from 
the date of this order. 

By command of 

B. Em. Sib WILLIAM P. ROBERTSON, 
Attest: Orand Commander, 

MORTON B. HOWELL, 

Orand Recorder, 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

Sir William Piatt Robertson, of Jackson, elected Grand Com- 
mander. 

Sir Morton Boyte Howell, Nashville, re-elected Grand Recorder. 

* 

The Forty-First Annual Conclave was held in Burlington, com- 
mencing 12th of June, A. D. 1883, O, A. 765. 
Sir George O. Tyler, Grand Commander. 
Sir Elihu B. Taft, Grand Recorder. 
Nine Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
One Past Grand Commander present. 

GRAND COMMAia>ER*B ADDRESS. 

The Grand Commander speaks as follows in his address : 
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Oar warfare, cosBtant and oontiniial, aided and animated, was well taught in 
one of the old charges of onr Order given to a Grand Commander, as was given 
the Holy Bible, the great Inminary in all steps of Masonry, and the cross swords 
resting apon the divine book—" In the holy writings we are taught that when there 
was no eye to pity, nor created arm to save, infinite benevolence devised a plan 
whereby Qod could be jnst and the jnstifier of him that believeth in the Lord 
Jesns Christ; that the Great Messiah came into this rebellions world, took apon 
Himself the character of a servant, falfilled the law, soffered an ignominioos death 
apon the Cross; that He rose from the dead, ascended into Heaven, and is now 
seated on the right hand of God the Father, making intercession for his people; 
that he has opened a door whereby all who will may enter into life eternal/* And 
By the Cross Swords we are reminded of that armor we shoald pat on when we 
are called apon to wrestle against principalities and powers, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places; being assnred that by the sword of the spirit, which is 
the word of God, we shall come off conqaerers and more than conqoerers through 
Him that loved as." ! 

Here, now, in Grand Conclave assembled, we pause for a brief space between 
the warfare accomplished and the warfare to be accomplished. Appropriate, then, 
and fitting the mysterious whisper, when on bended knees, and with bowed heads, 
in secrecy is breathed and received the immaculate name, giving light to every part 
of the living triangled emblem of Deity, as the sound goes through the delta of 
chivalric courtesy, and is heard above, telling of the renewed bond and pledge of 
strength and fraternity. The act of homage fitly ends one year of our life as " pil- 
grim warriors " and we rise grasping the sword, and stand ready for another year 
of probation as " poor soldiers " of our Lord of Lords. 

Fraters, I greet yon, as you have come up to our Grand Commandery from all 
parts of our beautiful and faithful JuriscHotion, and in your name say to our fraters, 
at home and abroad, all united under the one banner of our Order, the emblem of 
the cross, that we are ever ready to receive, aid, and greet our Knight Companions 
of the valiant and magnanimous Order of the Temple, and hail its advancement to 
the highest honors and the true dignity of a Christian Knighthood. 



Passing over other parts of this beautiful address, we quote from 
the conclusion, as follows: 

Again I present my thanks to the members of this Grand Commandery for 
their assistance and enconragement in all the avenues of the Temple of Knight- 
hood in Vermont the past year, and also again to the members of the different 
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Commandeiies of the State for their most hospital welcome to their Asylums. 
Together as a band of brothers have we w^irked and spent hours of social enjoy, 
ment, all in the name and for the interests of our Order, no less loved than valiant. 
May we continue to cultivate those fraternal feelings which distinguish an Order 
called the Magnanimous, and whose grand characteristics are Charity and Hospi- 
tality, no less the one than the other, for if hosI>itBlity should become faint, and 
fail, little hope then of our retaining charity. Hospitalities lead unto charities. 
The known are esteemed, and to the esteemed we are kind and charitable. If we 
do not show the spirit of hospitality to those who are our associates, then most 
probably will be lost to sight the spirit of charity for those unknown in our 
ranks and places, for from the seen and known we seek the unseen and unknown. 
Again, if we do not exercise the feeling of hospitality toward those with whom 
we are called upon to pass hours of rest and refreshment, beware lest we have thus 
killed the feeling of charity for the less fortunate. Wisely our ancient fraters 
joined these two virtues, charity and hospitality, without either of which our Order 
would lose its grand oharacteristios. 

To you. Sir Knights, here assembled, and in your present deliberations, no 
words of caution are needed, for peace and conservatism have always been charac- 
teristics of the Grand Commandery of Vermont, nor needed caution to guard well 
the avenues of our Asylums. Faithful in watchfulness and diligent in » inquiry 
have been the officers of our Subordinate Commanderies, from the Grand Recorder 
to the Head of the Triangle. 

Should I give any exhortation in addition to those heard from the guards on 
the way to the East, like unto them Uie method, giving such as I have with the 
greetings of cheer and good will. And the exhortation would be— study well the 
traditions of our Order— for traditions embellish and beautify the outlines of our 
lessons, and animate feelings aroused by the more formal teachings of ritual and 
work. Rarer and richer our teachings than any we have received in other rites 
of our united Fraternity, and more hallowed our traditions. 

As reads another charge in the same valuable chart from which I quoted in 
the opening of this address, and whose words will repay careful study: You have 
"passed through the several degrees and honorary distinctions of our ancient and 
honorable institution; in your admission to the teeselated Masonic ground floor; 
your ascent into the middle chamber; your entrance to the unfinished sanctum 
sanctorum; your regularly passing the several gates of the Temple; induction to 
the Oriental Chair; witnessing the completion and dedication of that superb 
model of excellence, the Traii^; * * having wrought in the ruins of the first 
Temple, and from its sacred royal arch brought to light incalculable treasures and 
advantages to the Craft; having duly studied into the way and manner of their 
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concealment; also, haying been engaged in the hazardons enterprise of trayersing 
an enemy^B dominions, and there convincing a foreign prince that trath is great 
and will prevail; therefore, yon are now admitted to a participation of those labors 
which are to effect the erection of a Temple more glorious than the iirst, even that 
beantions Temple of Holiness and Innocence, whose pillars are Charity, Mercy 
and Justice; whose foundation is that of Hope, that demonstrates the existence of 
the sonl, and animates ns with the certainty of a glorious immortality." 

Fraters, stady diligently the lessons and lights of your ritoal, and from it will 
come aspirations worthy of the Knights of old, who in zeal and devotion forsook 
country, family and friends, to fight in a distant land for the recovery of that Holy 
Sepulchre, at whose door we have all stood and heard the angel say, He is not 
here, for he is risen;" and from those aspirations be led unto the seat on high; 
also told to us by the angel of white at the tomb door, "There shall ye see Him; 
lo, I have told you." 

One of the symbols of the Order is the Dove, emblem of peace, the sheen of 
whose neck was caught from the light of Paradise by the dove, who flew thither 
and brought the olive branch to Noah. Many an olive branch may we bring to our- 
selves and others from the pure teachings of our Order, whose sheen may be our 
brightest badge. And to that Sir Knight who thus delves in these riches, never 
will the Cock, the monitor of the Order, be heard to remind of a broken vow to the 
Paschal Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 



The special committee on Garfield Monmnent, submitted the fol- 
lowing report, which was adopted : 

The Special Committee, to whom ^ras referred the letter of the Executive 
Committee of the Garfield National Monument Association, appealing for contri- 
butions of the Templars of the United States to create a fund to build a monument 
over the remains of the late Sir Knight James A. Garfield, at Lake View Cemetery, 
Cleveland, Ohio, have had the same under consideration, and respectfully report: 
That they are fully in sympathy with the project proposed, and recommend the 
reference of this subject to the Subordinate Commanderies for their favorable 
consideration. 



Sir Frederick 8. Fisher, for the Committee on Correspondence, 
submitted the review of twenty-seven Grand Commanderies, including 
Michigan for 1882. 
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Here is his opening; it is good: 

We have heard the gentle whisper that our Report was too long last year, 
therefore, that oar Sir Knights, and especially out fraters of the Correspondence 
Corps, may have more time for rest and refreshment this year, we start with the 
motto and resolye. " Brevity! " We may not live np to the vow, but will make a 
fair start. We have enjoyed the reading and reyiew of oar companions^ Knightly 
Proceedings, and regard it as a feast of reason and flow of soal," and when we go 
to a feast, we go prepared to take it all in, "a6 ovo ad malum," as did the old 
Romans who began their feasts with an egg, and ended them with an apple; so how 
can we be brief if we take this feast from beginning to end, or, as the valiant Sir 
Knight of Iowa says of as, if we *' notice aboat all in and out of the bookH* Bat 
let as paase and say again to the Grand Commanderiee now advancing. Aloha! 



In his review of Alabama, he quotes the following from Sir Sayre : 

We are not in favor of lowering the standard of physical qaalification for the 
convenience of anybody. There are plenty of men in the world that can come up 
to oar standard, and why shoald we come cUxum to anybody^s? If the great army 
of Knights Templar cannot be recraitod except by the halt, the lame, the blind, the 
one-armed and the no-armed, the oneJegged and the no-legged; why, then, in the 
name of the Holy Saint Peter, let as qait And yet the distingaiBhed Sir Knight is 
a stickler, we believe, for belief in the doctrine of the Trinity. A doctrine that we 
undertake to say, not one man in a thoosand can comprehend, if it is capable of 
being comprehended at all. 

No. We are in favor of recraitlng oar ranks with good men, soand men, men 
who are caimble of wielding their swords in a righteoas caase; and who can give 
trathfal answers to the qaesUons proposed. They may interpret all the rest for 
themselves. 



And replies thereto in the following fitly-chosen words, which have 
our hearty endorsement : 

We agree with the condasion, bat dispate the premises. We do not favor 
the lowering of the standard; we want good men, soand men; bat we do not 
believe that goodness and soondness are bodily only, and we do believe that 
the whole-hearted, the soand-minded might raise the standard. The objection is 
that the fair-formed fool coold be, and is, taken when the man of brains mast be 
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rejected, if he has loet his little toe. And the obieot eyidently is to have one more 
stick in the lines, even if the teachings of the Order are neglected. We haye seen 
the halt, the lame, upright in mind, clear-headed, an honor to any institation, and 
we have seen the strong, sonnd handlers of swords good in the ranks, bnt so halt 
and lame in mental qnalifications as to make beholders ashamed of themselves 
and their Order. We do not believe in physical restrictions; we are heretics, and 
ready to own it, for onr heresy in this respect increases every year. 



Michigan is kindly reviewed and Past Grand Commander Chandler 
complimented. 



We pass from State to State in this review until we pass Virginia, 
when, as a kind of addenda or conclusion, we find the following, which 
we give in full : 

The Eminent Reporter of Kansas, as eminent in ability as in title, in the con- 
closion of his Correspondence, deduces from the review of the year f oar qaestions, 
as yet nnsettled, under discussion, and commanding the attention of the leading 
Templars at the present time. They are "The Malta Ritual," " Trinitarianism," 
*• Parades and Displays," and " Tactics and Drill." 

We would gladly quote his opinions on these subjects, did not our resolve for 
brevity forbid. We have spoken on them, and we trust were understood, for we 
sought to speak in the spirit of ancient Templarism. And we will now briefly re- 
view them in a reverse order to that given above, for the benefit of the next Trien- 
nial meeting of the Grand Encampment, which may need the benefit of the clergy. 

The fourth question is on Tactics and Drill." Once we acknowledged that 
we were not experts in the lines; perhaps we have been instructed somewhat since 
then. Yet we leave this subject to Sir Knight H. B. Grant, who seems rising to 
honor and command as the General Drill-Master of the Order, and will say no 
more, in the spirit of the motto, so appropriate to Kentucky, " Good Wine needs 
no Bushr* 

The third question on the propriety or the impropriety of ** Parades and Dis- 
plays " we defer until after the next Grand Triennial. The Crown was deemed in 
the ages of chivalry the source of honor, so now is the Grand Encampment the 
source of titles, and shall we say also of honor. At any rate it is the source of dis- 
play, as from it has sprung the " fuss and feathers " of the Order. And we wait to 
commend or condemn the parade actions of the Golden Conclave of the Pacific. 



MICHIGAN. 



OONGLUSION. 




COBUEBPONDENCE. 



143 



The second qaeetlon is on the doctrine of the " Holy Trinity." We have con^ 
f eeeed the faith of the Order, however little some seem to realize what is that faith 
while they wear the Cross, the emblem of that faith and the profession of Templars. 

Nor need we speak now on this Holy Faith, for very general and sincere haye 
been the confessions of onr f raters— we have been surprised and gratified by the 
fnlnees of knowledge and belief displayed by our companions of the Corre- 
spondence. 

The Ancient Templars were Crosaders, that is, Soldiers under the Banner of 
the Cross, hence Confessors of the Cross. This warfare of the Order seems now 
delegated, in a large measure, to the Eminent Beporters of Templarism, and nobly 
have they made their Crusade, and boldly have they confessed the Faith, whose 
emblem they wear on the breast and bear aloft on the banners, in knowledge pro- 
claiming, in the Confession and Crusade of the Cross, what the Cross of Calvary 
teaches, the love of the Father, the sacrifice of the Son, and the aid of the Spirit. 
This whole and undivided truth is the teaching of the Cross emblem. We may in- 
deed out off the Cross and deny its lessons, but while we wear it, all confess 
outwardly before men in this emblem the Holy Trinity. Thus, as long as we 
wear it, and march beneath its arms, in honesty we cannot deny, and do confess in 
this simple form, the doctrine of the Holy Trinity in Unity. "Pater non est 
FHlias. Filius non est Sanctut apiritua, Sancttia 8piritu8 non est Pater. Pater 
est Dew, Filius est Deu8» Sancttu Spiritus est Deus," 

The first question is on the Malta Bitual, and it is the only one of the four 
questions on which the Grand Encampment might be expected to take any legisla- 
tive action. Therefore, we would say a few words further on this subject, not that 
we expect our opinions will hasten any action or change any opinion on the sub- 
ject, but because we feel it to be the especial duty of our office and station to speak 
on subjects before the whole Order, to be assembled in a Triennial Chrand Con- 
dave, for " in a multitude of counselors there is wisdom," and we speak in a wis- 
dom not our own, but gathered from words read and studied. 

Before this we have said that we liked and could work this Order, as set forth 
in the proposed form. This was our answer to those who decried the work as bur- 
densome and as overshadowing the Order of the Temple. Again we say, that we 
think there is sufficient ability in the Templar Body to exemplify three Orders; 
and, moreover, would say that the Order of Malta ought to be conferred, or else 
the Order of the Temple is not loyal to the test of truth, for history tells us that the 
two Orders were united, in which union the Malta was by no means so absorbed as 
to be lost to sight, as it is now in the majority of our Commanderies. 

Feeling, then, the claim this Order has, to be recognized and honored, we next 
study the proposed (or what has been and may again be proposed,) work for tills 
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honor and recognition. And as we read and stady once more this Ritual, we must 
confess, whatever may have been oar former opinion, that we are disappointed, for 
it does not harmonize with the other Rituals of the Order. The exeoation is well 
enough, and provided we like the style we most like the details. But we do not 
like the style, or to nse another word, we do not like the tone; it is lower than tiiat 
of the Temple Ritual and Red Cross, and its sphere is not as high, that is, from in- 
spired and divine scenes we are brought down to the mere ceremonies of men- 
ceremonies to admit into an Order, rather than teachings and principles to inspire 
us; and this is, we think, the fault of the English Ritual, and wherein it is inferior 
to our own. 

Instead of a Prince qf the House of Judah seeking to restore the Holy Vessels 
and to rebuild the City and Temple of the Lord, we see a novice seeking the rules 
and regulations of the Crusades. Rather than the Day of Bethany, we are occupied 
with the installation of a Knight of Chivalry. Far better, more consistent and 
continuing, the symbolism of the Red Cross and the Temple, the Malta of Mass. 
as adopted and set forth by the Triennial Encampment at New Orleans, meagre as 
it is, and heeding, as it does, enrichment. But let that form be taken as the skeleton 
on which to build in beauty and symbolism, and then we shall have this connected 
and consistent system of types and emblematic teaching. 

In the first step in the simple and yet noble Order of the Red Cross, we see 
the Prince of the House of Judah, to whom we dedicate, and in whose name we 
take our vows, like the Messianic Herald, the Baptist John, connecting the Temple 
of Btone and the Temple of Truth, as Myth connects the wood of the Cross of Cal- 
vary through the Brazen Serpent's Rest to the tree of the Gktrden. 

The Bon of Zacharias, our patron St. John, is the golden link uniting the time 
of exi>ectation and the time of ghidness, the period between the silence of the 
Prophets and the words of the Lord, in those days of waiting, while the Holy 
Boys, Prophet and Lord, grew in wisdom and stature. It is the completion of the 
old, the bringing together of the old and the new, as the King is proclaimed by the 
Herald, and we behold the one coming, the Advent Lord. Like the Forerunner in 
the Wilderness, Zerubbabel sought the records of the Fathers, and opens the way 
of the Lord. Neither Guards nor Princes staid his way — with the words of old he 
conquers, "Truth must prevail." 

Another step. Then behold the true Temple sought from afar. The messen- 
ger is no longer in the mountains. He is with us. The Herald has gone, the King 
reigns. In the place of darkness the Light of God— no more secrecy— behold the 
sacrifice of God, instead of silence, the words of the Lord. 

But still, as ever in this world of misery, sin remains, and one of the lights 
fails. Sin still pleads for the awful sacrifice. It is made. Ag£dn silence and dark- 
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nees, bnt no seoreoy; we see the silent tomb of the garden in the shades of night. 
The moont of death towers aloft, ooveied with gloom and the olonds of bitter re- 
jection, yet the darkness aroond the Bepolohre, bnt hides for a time the Ughtr- 
while, still linger night's shadows, is heard the mysterioos whisper, "The Lord is 
risen." And first at the Bepolchre as last at the Grose, oar patron Saint, the 
Evangelist John;— we behold the place where the Lord lay, we see the Angel and 
hoar his tidings, " He is not here for He is risen." As we depart, the Lord stands 
in the way. He says, All Hail! " We worship, we adore the Lord of Life. Then 
we joomey to Bethany —the Lord ascends— there is no sorrow, for He will come 
again with power and majesty. In joy we again worship. The King has gone, bnt 
we fill onr ranks, another light bnms. 

Shall we not be given another step? Shall we not see the Salvation of the 
Ascended borne from East to West, past the perils of Melita to the City of Renown, 
and rise to the sign Bex Begum Dominua Dominorum. We have visited the Tomb, 
witnessed the Ascension, and wonld now travel to all ages, seeking in this Pilgrim- 
age to carry to all peoples the Glad Tidings. 

The Lord is onr consolation in death, and onr Hope for a blessed Immortality. 

And now another year of onr Pilgrimage of Correspondence is past. Unlike 
the Pilgrimage of old, onr joomey in the path of many Reviews has been through 
avenues of courtesy, charity and hospitality. Then, to frsters Omnea, we say in the 
name of St John the Almoner, Deua vobiacum. 



The Sixty-First Annual Conclave (called by Virginia Assembly) 
was held in DanviUe, commencing 10th October, A. D. 1888, A. O. 765. 
Sir Peyton S. CJoles, Grand Commander. 
Sir Wm. Bryan Isaacs, Grand Recorder. 
Twelve Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
One Past Grand Commander present 
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Sir Alfred A. Hall, St Albans, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir Elihu B. Taft, Burlington, re-elected Grand Recorder. 
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Most Eminent Robert Enoch Withers, Grand Master of Knights 
Templar of the United States, was received with the honors due his 
distinguished position, and addressed the Grand Commandery in a few 
appropriate and cheering Knightly words of encouragement 



The Grand Commander, in opening his address, says: 

We are now enterincr cm the eeoond year of our sereiith decade of existence as 
a Grand Commandery. I cherish the hope that, as we have grown in age, so may 
we haTS grown in grace, and in the knowledge and love of Ood and of his Son. 
Let ns reverently and earnestly pray that He will direct os in all oar doings with 
His most gracious favor, that He will further os with His continual help, that in all 
oar works, began, continaed and ended in Him, we may glorify His holy name, and 
be permitted finally to partake of the comforting glories of His everlasting king- 
dom. 

My o£BLdal duties, as Grand Commander, for the past year have been light and 
pleasant. I have the pleasore of repeating to yoa the assurances contained in my 
address of 1882. There have been no conflicts or disturbances among the craft, no 
question of law or usage has been submitted to me for decision. These things. Sir 
Knights, speak wall for and give convincing evidences of the intelligence of the 
officers and members of our Subordinate Commanderies, and of the f orebearance 
they practice each towards the other. 



The following is what Sir Coles says on the death of Sir Marshall, 
his Grand Treasurer: 

I have to announce to you— which I do with bowed head and bleeding heart 
—the death of our much beloved frater, Oscar M. Marshall, Grand Treasurer. He 
diedatMillboroontheUthdayof July last, in the 48d year of his age. Sir Knight 
Marshall was elected Grand Treesurer of this Grand Commandery at its annual 
assembly held at Torktown in 1881, to succeed our esteemed Sir Knight James 
Evans, who declined, by reason of advanced age, a re-election, after having served 
in that office for many years with marked fidelity and promptness. Sir Knight 
Marshall proved himself a competent and acceptable successor. We will all miss 
his nniversaUy bright and genial countenance at our annual aseembliee. I recom- 
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mend that a page be set apart in onr Prooeedings to his memory. To fill the va- 
cancy created in our line of officers by his death, I appointed Bight Eminent Sir 
Knight John F. Begnanlt Grand Treesorer. 



The Grand Commander thus reports the Triennial and its doings : 

This very distinguished body of Masons met in San Francisco, Galif omia, on 
the 2l8t day of Aognst last It was numerously attended by repreeentatiyes from 
every section of the United States. Taking into consideration the season of the 
year« the great distance, and the necessary expense in money and time to be in at- 
tendance, the Templar display at San Francisco was extremely gratifying and sat- 
isfactory. It was a great disappointment to me as yoor Grand Commander, that it 
was not convenient for the Grand Officers and Past Grand Officers to be with me at 
this Triennial Conclave. 

The Bitoal for the Order of Malta,** which was re-committed to the Com. 
mittee — of which onr Bight Eminent Grand Becorder is a member —at the Grand 
Conclave held in Chicago in 1S80, for revision, was reported and adopted. It is a 
very beaatifol and impi;^ve ceremony, and will add materially to the dignity of 
oar Order, which has heretofore been very briefly and imperfectly imparted. It 
will, I presume, be promulgated in due time. There was no other business done in 
which you are specially interested, save and except the election of our dearly loved 
frater. Most Eminent Bobert Enoch Withers, as Grand Master of the Grand En- 
campment of the United States for the fflisuing term. We, of Virginia, who know 
him BO weU, appreciate the confidence reposed in and honor conferred on him. It 
is especially gratifying to me, as Chairman of the Committee on Elections, to be 
able to notice the great unanimity with which he was exalted to that high and 
responsible station, and may we not. Sir Eiughts, very confidently flatter ourselves 
that that unanimity is to demonstrate to us the hi gh estimate entertained for him 
by the Templars throughout the United States? In making onr acknowledgments 
for the compliment conferred on Virginia's gaUant son, we can accompany them 
with assurances that the confidence reposed in him will not be abused, nor will the 
honor conferred on him be tarnished by one unknightly act 

I have had the honor and pleasure of attending, as your Bepresentative, the 
Triennial Condavee of the Grand Encampment at Baltimore, New Orleans, Cleve- 
land, Chicago, and San Frandsco. and while it is a difficult matter as well as a 
delicate task to speak of attentions and hospitalities extended to visitors, and 
harder and more difficult and delicate stiU to draw distinctions on such a subject, 
yet in a few words I can say I have never witnessed or experienced more generous 
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and Knightly hospitalities and kindnesses than those extended by our fraters on 
the Paoifio coast. 

OONCLUBION. 

And concludes his address as follows: 

The time has now amyed for me to surrender into yoor hands the office of 
G^iand Commander to which yon have for two saocessiye terms elected me. It is 
proper and necessary that I should retire from official station. In doing so be 
pleased to accept my assorances that my interest in oar beloyed Order will not 
cease, nor will my labors to promote its prosperity and welfare be the less cheer- 
fully giyen at all times and on all occasions. I make to yon my grateful, heart-felt 
acknowledgments for the nniyersal ooortesy and consideration which I haye eyer 
reoeiyed at yoor hands, and I piay that God may shower down apon yoo, col- 
lectiyely and indiyidnaUy, His choicest blessings. May all yoor " ways be ways of 
pleasantness, and all your paths be paths of peace." 

BB8IGNATI0N. 

Sir R. S. Chew writes the following manly and Knightly letter to 
the Grand Commander: 

BigM Eminent Sir : As the time approaches I find that I am again unable to 
attend the Annual Assembly of the Grand Commandery to be held in Banyille on 
the 10th instant. From theoiature of my employment, being in public office, my 
attendance must always be uncertain, and as I am unwilling to hold an office the 
duties of which I can not, as a rule, discharge, I respectfully resign my office as 
Grand Junior Warden. 

With my best wishes for the prosperity of the Order, 

I am courteously and fraternally, 

BO. a CHEW, 

Grand Junior Warden, 

BBPOBT ON OOBBBfiPONDBNCB. 

Sir James A. Scott, for the Committee on Correspondence, submits 
his report, and all who are familiar with him know what his reports 
are ; and knowing that you can imagine, after we had read it over, how 
we laughed at his modest opening, as follows: 

Notwithstanding the quasi pledge that we would answer to our names at this 
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Grand Anxmal ABsembly, we (the Cbainnan) had almost determined to disregard 
it and remain silent for another year. The pledge was rashly made, bat we con- 
oladed —after a long straggle with oar oonsoienoe, in the language of a oolleagae 
with whom we served in oar City Coanoil~not to retrograde backward." We 
approach oar task with fear and trembling, for we feel that we are aboat to lose the 
little reputation we haye made, or rather fancy we haye made, as an humble mem- 
ber of our renowned corps, and to realize in our own persons, that often "fools 
rush in, where angels fear to tread." 

The truth is, we are somewhat inflated, for in reading over the proceedings of 
our sister Jurisdictions, we observe the kindly notice taken of our absence from 
the reportorial field, and we are vain enough to think ourselves of some importance 
in our position. Besides, we have been reading, with mingled feelings of pride and 
pleasure, the graphic accounts given by the Ban Francisco papers of the magnifi- 
cent gathering of our fraters in California, and the princely reception with which 
they met, and of the action of the Grand Encampment in electing, almost unani- 
mously, that noble and gifted Virginian, our own Sir Robert E. Withers. Grand 
Master. Without fear, and without reproach, right royally will he- wear the honor 
thus worthily bestowed. We congratulate our fraters of the Union upon this ad^ 
mirable selection. We would here remark, that there were a few scattering votes 
cast for fraters, each of whom —although one of them has already filled the office 
—we hope to live long enough to see Grand Master of Templars again. We fear 
this inflation we feel just now, will, like soap babbles, burst just as we most need 
it, and then what will become of us? We have a sad, yet pleasing remembrance of 
those gifted and brilliant Templars, Gouley and Corson and Langridge, who have 
" crossed over the river, and now repose under the trees on the other side," yet in 
reading the proceedings now upon our table, we feel that we have to cope with 
those equally well versed in Templar lore and Masonic mystery, and we are inclined 
to cry out, " deal gently with us." And now to the work before us. 



Hear what Sir Scott says about the General Grand Encampment 
and see if there is anything looks like "retrograde backward" in that: 

We had our say years ago, and now we are true and loyal subjects of this 
Grand Body, and intend to pay due obedience to its officers. Supreme and Subordi- 
nate, and we most deeply regret that the slightest discord should disturb its har- 
mony. It seems that our late Grand Master, Sir Benjamin Dean, for whom we 
entertain the highest esteem and a sincere affection, has drawn upon himself the 
ire of some of our fraters. As far as we can see, the Grand Master exercised his 
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prerogative as Grand Master, and we think we know him well enough to know that 
he would not act in a hanghtj or dictatorial maimer for the sake of exerdsing aiu 
thoritj. And Jost hero we would like to know how the proceedings in the Grand 
Encampment got into the newspapers. Were they famished by any one officially 
connected with that Grand Body? We see that one G^rand Officer was prepared to 
accept his re-election or rejection as either an approval or disapproval of his con- 
troversy with the Grand Master. How came the pablioation to be made? Who 
made it? We rather think some persons connected with what are called "the 
higher degroes" had better take a downward step and refresh their memory with 
some of the first principles of Masonry, those, for instance, taught in the E. A. de- 
gree. We do most earnestly hope that oar Ghnmd Master will institate a most 
searching investigation into this most flagrant violation of what we, as Masons, 
have been taught to believe **a violation of onr solemn vows." As we have said 
before, we believe Grand Master Dean was right, and we would, with the kindest 
feelings, say to all fraters disposed to rebel, that our present Grand Master is as 
firm as the everlasting hills; bat we will add, he is equally as just. 

Onr fraters must remember that it is too late now to talk about Sovereign 
Grand Gonmianderies; we are Subordinates; and rebellion in these latter days is 
not very successful, and secession is at rather a low ebb, certainly in this latitude. 

According to received modem thought, the only thing Sovereign that we know 
of is the Grand Lodge, although we hear it said sometimes that there are those who 
claim that the Grand Lodge is only Sovereign by ttte consent of some higher power, 
and that she owes obedience to a certain body, known by a number of hiero- 
glyphics appended to their names when they sign them officially. Now we lack 
only one of being what is called a 88® (we believe this is right) Mason, and we ut- 
terly repudiate any such idea, come from what source it may. 

In this kind of vigorous manner he ably reviews the doings of 
thirty-three sister Grand Commanderies, Michigan for 1883 among the 
nmnber. 



Of our proceedings, he says: 

These were of the usual routine, without especial interest to us. .The ques- 
tion of uniform ** seems to be troubling our Michigan fraters, and a report was 
submitted, which was accepted and adopted, but action thereon deferred, to await 
ihe decision of the Grand Encampment. Tou had better come to the " black," and 
your troubles will cease. 
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We only wish to say, we have not gone back to the " black " (we 
personally used to wear that), but our Grand Commander has promul- 
gated his order, and we have adopted a uniform, such as Michigan de- 
sires, and we propose to wear it 

THB GRAND ENGAMFMBNT. 

He quotes our remarks on General Grand Encampment and its 

governing powers, and says: 
/ 

We, in Yirginia, claim to be loyal to the Grand Encampment, and nothing 
shall be wanting on onr xNurt to make it a harmonious, useful body. The recent 
elections in San Francisco prove that we haye " proper officers," but whether they 
haye " proper governing powers," is not for us to decide. There is such a thing as 
being governed too much, but, so far as we know, this has not characterised the 
officers of the Grand Encampment. 

We know Sir Withers well, and know he will make a "good 
officer." The Grand Encampment honored itself in honoring him, and 
Virginia has a right to feel proud. Michigan cordially joins hands with 
her. 

0FFICBB8 BliECTBD. 

Sir John L. Roper, Norfolk, elected Grand Commander. 

Sir Wm. Bryan Isaacs, Richmond, re-elected Grand Recorder. 

* 

^WBST YIS6INIA.3^ 

The Ninth Annual Conclave was held at Grafton, commencing 9th 
May, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 

Sir Jesse R. Pumell, Grand Commander. 
Sir George P. Irvine, Grand Recorder. 
Six Subordinate Commanderies represented. 
Three Past Grand Commanders present. 
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GRAND COMMANDER'S ADDRESS. 



The Grand Commander welcomes the Sir Knights to their present 
Conclave, as follows : 

I bid yon one and all a hearty welcome to this, the Ninth Annnal Gonclave of 
the Grand Gommandery of West Virginia. Since last we met another year— 
fraught with its hopes and fears, its joys and disappointments — has passed on into 
the great ocean of eteinity, to return no more forever. An all-wise Providence has 
permitted us again to assemble in Annnal Gonclave, to review the past and legis- 
late for the fatore interests of onr Order. Let ns, on this important occasion, in- 
voke the Divine blessing on all onr deliberations; let ns ask ourselves if we have 
done onr whole duty in the past; if the Order has been benefited by onr connection 
with it. Have we practiced its Divine precepts by giving alms to poor and weary 
Pilgrims? Have we fed the hnngry, clothed the naked and bound up the wounds of 
the afiSicted? Has any destitute widow or helpless orphan been made happy by our 
munificence? Have charity and brotherly love governed all our actions with our 
fellowman? Have we remembered our vows? If not, let us here and now resolve 
to dedicate ourselves anew to the life-work we haye before us, that the world may 
know by our actions that we are worthy to wear the proud title of Knights Templar. 



The Grand Commander reported the following decisions : 

A few decisions haye been asked for and made during thd year, only two of 
which I deem worthy of notice. 

In May, 1882, I decided for Gmsade Gommandery No. 6, desiring to receive 
and act upon the petitions of a companion for the Orders of Knighthood residing 
within the Jurisdiction of two Gommanderies having concurrent Jurisdiction. 
The consent of both is necessary to obtain waiver of Jurisdiction. 

June 19th, 1882, decided for same Gommandery, that when a companion, duly 
elected to receiye the Orders of Knighthood, fails to appear within six months 
thereafter, he should be required to proceed by petition, as if he were a new ap- 
plicant. 



Which were submitted to the Committee on Jurisprudence, who 
reported thereupon as follows, which report was accepted and adopted : 

Your Gommittee on Jurispmdenoe, having examined with some care the de- 
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ciflions of the Grand Commander mentioned in his addreas, reepectfaUy report that 
they are unable to concur in the opinion of the Grand Commander ae to waiver of 
Jorisdiction, and in their judgment when a companion having a residence within 
the Jurisdiction of two or more Commanderies, desires to present his petition to a 
Commandery in whose Jurisdiction he is sojourning, it is only necessary that he 
obtain the consent of that Commandery to which he would have presented his pe- 
tition were it convenient for him to do so. 

We heartily concur in the remaining decision, but would suggest it be 
amended so as to read, When a companion duly elected to receive the Orders of 
Knighthood fails to appear within six months thereafter, without a reasonable ex- 
cuse, he should be required to proceed by petition as though he was a new ap- 
plicant." 



He concluded his address as follows : 

Sir Knights, my work is before you; you are to judge of its merits; I have 
tried to do my duty; my heart's desire has been to serve you faithfully and well. 
Attribute whatever errors of failures you may detect to a want of ability. I shall 
always look back upon my two years of official service as Grand Commander with 
but a single regret, and that is that I have not been able to advance the interests of 
our beloved Order more completely. Accept my grateful thanks for the kind and 
courteous attentions which you have, on all occasions, accorded me, and I bespeak 
for my successor tke same fraternal kindness which I have uniformly received in 
every Asylum, and by every Knight I have met in this Jurisdiction; of one I must 
again make special mention— E. Sir Geo. F. Irvine, our Grand Recorder, to whom 
I am under renewed obligations for a continuation of his kind and courteous bear- 
ing, able and efficient assistance, and hearty co-ope-ration in everything pertaining 
to the welfare of the Order. 

May all your deliberations be guided by that Divine wisdom that will enable 
you to so transact the business for which we are assembled, that the future of our 
Order may be such that every member thereof may be proud of his enrollment 
under the Templar banners of West Virginia; €ind may each Sir Knight go forth 
from this Conclave with renewed energy and higher resolves to do his whole indi- 
vidual Templar duty; to live for the entire good of the Order; to keep his garments 
unspotted from the world; to do nothing to disgrace his uniform or bring reproach 
upon our beloved Christian Order. 

Knights, continue to guard as with a flaming sword the sacred portals of your 
Asylums: suffer none but the worthy and well qualified to enter their peaceful 
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abodes. Then oar ranks will be filled only by ^ood men and tnie, whose only as. 
piradons are fflory to God in the highest, on earth peace and good will towards 
men. 



We give in full report of Committee on Doings of Grand Officers. 
They are kindly expressions of respect and regard for worthy and 
painstaking officers : 

Yonr Committee on Proceedings of Grand Officers is happy to again oon- 
gratalate this Grand Commandery npon the zeal and efficiency displayed by its 
principal officers during the past year. Grand Commander Pomell has renewed 
his labor of love in the discharge of his Knightly duties dnring the past year, and 
has again merited, if ever good Knight did, the commendation, Well done, good 
and faithful servant.'* The Grand Commandery of West Virginia owes him a debt of 
gratitnde which it can never folly pay, bat which it will never forget The manner 
in which he has performed his service daring the past year meets with oar entire ap- 
probation, and we are heartily glad that he has been enabled to visit all of the Com- 
manderies in the Jnrisdiction, exhorting, encoaraging, assisting and stimalating 
them to renewed life, greater activity, higher knowledge and trner faithfalness to 
their vuws. And we are glad to learn, as the resnlt of his personal observation, 
that some progress has been made, and that the condition of the Order in West 
Virginia is better than it was one year ago. 

The Grand Captain General has also been faithf al and efficient in the discharge 
of the datiee devolving upon him. Your committee is firmly convinced that the 
oftener the chief officers of the Grand Commandery visit the Subordinates, the bet- 
ter it is for the interest of the Order and the more will its welfare be promoted. 

The Committee commends, also, the faithfalness and efficiency of the Grand 
Recorder. Every detail of the many routine duties of this office has been per- 
formed promptly and satisfactorily, barring his failure to publish the proceedings 
of the Grand Commandery, and for this we think he has famished a sufficient ex- 
cuse. The Committee is of opinion, however, that the minutes shonld be published 
annually, as soon after the close of the Grand Conclave as may be, without waiting 
for the report of any officer or of any Committee. 



The old reliable and valiant Bjiight, Sir O. 8. Long, submits the 
report on Foreign Correspondence. It is "not too long, just long 
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enough," except it does not embrace Michigan. The why nor the 
wherefore, we know not of. We do know that our reports are mailed 
regularly to " our Maryland," and always with the fond hope of recog- 
nition. Well, Sir Irvine, see we are put before the Reportorial Sir 
Ejiights in good shape in the future. 



We give Sir Long*s conclusion in full : 

We have thus passed in review the proceedings of all of the American Grand ^ 
Commanderies, except Michigan and Texas, which latter the Grand Recorder 
thinks he has received, bnt if so, they have been mislaid beyond hope of recovery, 
and it is now too late to obtain duplicates for the purposes of this report. To say 
that we are dissatisiied with our work is to state the case very mildly. If the writer 
wrote at his own volition and for his own amusement, and then appended a post- 
cript apologizing for the imperfections of his screed, he would be fitly answered 
by the question, Why did you write at all? But when his pen has been employed 
in obedience to an appointment not sought by him, and he writes merely to dis- 
charge, in the best manner his circumstances will allow, a^uty reluctantly assented 
to by him, he may be permitted to say something in extenuation of his failure to 
satisfy either his readers or himself. There are labors of composition costing more 
than a mother^s pains and bringing forth lees than a mother^s hope. The perfunc 
tory drudgery of a reporter doing a task which, under some circnmstances. would 
yield continual delight, but which, by the stress of other duties, becomes to him a 
night-mare and a dread, can only yield dry husks to the reader, with never a grain 
of solid information to the much abused seeker for valuable truth, and never a 
pinch of Attic salt to season the insipid mess. 

We have done the best we could, under the circumstances, and you who know 
how many and how imperative are the demands upon the scanty leisure of the 
writer of this report will readily excuse its imperfections. ** What is writ is writ— 
would it were worthier." 

The general outlook of Masonic Knighthood in America suggests some puz- 
zling questions. The membership is steadily increasing and the equipment and 
paraphernalia of the Asylums is growing, year by year, more costly and complete. 
Bnt what the future has in store for the Organization is very difficult to predict, 
and we cannot interpret sufficiently the signs of the times to say whether there is 
in them promise of the perpetuity of the Knights Templar Order as it now exists, 
or whether, perhaps speedily and in our own day, there will come a reaction and 
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a collapee. There are differences in creed that may yet occasion trouble, and some 
of the oldest Grand Commanderies seem to be reetiTe onder the growing power and 
assnmptions of the Grand Encampment. One thing is plain — the military feature 
of the Order has gained sach ascendency over the mild and secret and miobtmsive 
charity of the tnie Fremasonry, that in too many instances the Commanderies are 
merely military companies composed excloflively of Boyal Arch Masons— only 
this and nothing more. Eyen the solemn and impressive ritoal of the Order seems 
to fade into nothingness before the weighty considerations of onif orm and tactics 
and drill, nntil for the average Knight Templar the 



is that his onif orm may be as handsome and as gorgeous as the law allows, his 
plmnes be crisp and snowy, his metal show clean and bright, and that he may keep 
step, face, wheel, and handle his sword correctly and promptly at the word of com- 
mand. When he has mastered the mystery of forming and reducing cross and 
triangle and circle on the march, he feels that he is indeed a worthy successor of 
the Crusaders, and when his Commandery has won a prize for excellence in drill he 
fancies he has achieved *^the Holy GraiL** 

But what of the deeds of more exalted usefulness ** in which these Pilgrim 
warriors have sought participation? What of the moral instruction hidden behind 
all this display of symbols? What of the inner and esoteric meaning of all these 
outward trappings and parade? Have we not, in too ardent devotion to the sym- 
bol, lost sight of the truth symbolized, and thus, in some sense, lapsed into a kind 
of idolatry and become no better than the heathen who adore the sun or the lire, 
forgetting Him who holds the worlds " in the hollow of His hand? 

O, Brothers! Companions! Christian Knights! " Ye pay tithe of mint and 
anise and cummin," see that ye omit not *' the weightier matters of the law, judg- 
ment, mercy and faith; these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other un- 
done." Let us enter again the Chamber of Beflection and ponder anew the sym- 
bolical Pilgrimage and warfare and penitence, and so may the whole Order of 
Masonic Knights Templars be brought to hold the truth in unity of spirit, in the 
bonds of faith, and in righteousness of life." 



" One stem tyrannic thought that makes 
All other thoughts its slave,*' 
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Sir W. H. H. Flick, Martinsburg, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir George F. Irvine, Wheeling, re-elected Grand Recorder. 
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The Twenty-Fifth Annual Conclave was called in the City of Mil- 
waukee, commencing September 4th, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765 ; and, upon 
the roll-call of officers and representatives, adjourned to meet at same 
place on Tuesday, October 9th, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 

Sir Charles Collins, Grand Commander. 

Sir Wm. C. Swain, Grand Recorder. 

Sixteen chartered Commanderies and four U. D. represented. 
Four Past Grand Commanders present. 



The following decisions, made by the Grand Commander, were ap- 
proved by the Committee on Jurisprudence : 

A, Being a Royal Aroh Mason in regular standing, a resident of oar Jurisdic- 
tion, has petitioned and been elected to receive the Orders in oar Commandery. 

Bf'a Sir Knight, member of another Commandery ander the Jurisdiction of 
oar Grand Commandery, personally lodges an objection, giving no reason therefor. 

Is this objection sufficient, or must the objection be lodged by a member of 
our Commandery? 

If the latter, does the exercise of Knightly courtesy require or permit a mem- 
ber of this Commandery to lodge such objection upon request of a member of 
another Commandery, without himself knowing the grounds upon which such ob- 
jection is based? 

To which I replied: 

I am satisfied that there is an omission in our Htatntes regarding objections 
after ballot. 

The law of the Grand Encampment is as follows: 

A member of a Commandery in good standing may object to the conferring of 
the Orders upon an elected candidate, and this whether the objecting Knights were 
present when the ballot was taken or not. 

When such objection is made— either in open Commandery or to ihe E. C— the 
Order cannot be conferred; and the fact of objection alone, and not the name of 
the objector, should be entered upon the minutes, and it is equivalent to the rejec- 
tion of the candidate by ballot. 

The objecting Knight cannot be required to disclose Us reasons therefor. 
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Objections to a candidate may be received from a visiting Bir Knight and 
ehoold be doly considered, but they are not conclusive like those of a member. 

Nomerons decisions cover sabetantiaUy the same gromids, but the precise 
status of an objection made by a Bir Knight other than a member of the same Com- 
mandery, is not as clearly defined as I wish it was. 

The langoage is, that snch objection shoold be dnly considered by the Com. 
mandery, bat I do not see how that can be done without the nature of the objection 
is known. 

Hence, I shoold hold, that an objection by a member of another Gommandery 
to the conferring the Orders upon a candidate elected in your Gommandery, most 
state the reasons therefor, at least so far as to allow the Gommandeiy to dnly con- 
sider it, or the objector shoold, in order to entitle his objection to be considered as 
condosive, state, opon his honor as a Sir Knight, that the objection is a good and 
valid one, and of each a nature that it cannot be disclosed without affecting the 
welfore or good name of some person or persons other than the one objected to. 

In reply to the question as to the necessity for ballot in case of surrender of 
jurisdiction, I replied: 

If permission was duly given to another Gommandery to confer the Orders 
upon a candidate elected in your Gommandery, there is no necessity for a ballot in 
the Gommandery receiving Jurisdiction, unless demanded by some member, when 
it would be proper. 



Of the doings of the Grand Encampment, the Grand Commander 
says: 

I am not informed of anything done by the Qrand Encampment, requiring ac 
tion by this Qrand Gommandery. except the Bitual of Knights of Malta, which was 
adopted by the Qrand Encampment, leaving it optional with each Qrand .Gom- 
mandery (as I understand it) to adopt either the full or short Bitual. 



We give the concluding remarks of Sir Collins, and ask their care- 
ful consideration. They are the last words spoken by him to the Order 
at large, and show a deep feeling throughout: 

During the year death has not invaded the immediate circle of officers of this 
Qrand Gommandery; and as at this date I am unable to procure a complete Mortu- 
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ary Boll in onr constitaent GommanderieB, I leave the dnty of Tnaking suitable 
mention of the departed to the proper Committee. 

Sir EnightB, I believe I need not say to yon that I am not a croaker, or dis- 
posed to be particalarly ** old fogyish." 

I have, I believe, a dne regard for the military f eatores of onr Order, and a 
proper respect for onr feathers and all the pomp and circumstance; and while 
I do not think much of lay preaching on general principles, I believe there is a ne- 
cessity for something to be said regarding certain practices that have, in some way, 
crept into the Order, which, I am glad to say, have as yet found no foothold in this 
Jurisdiction, and 1 certainly hope and believe never will. 

Within the year past I cut from a daily paper a notice, calling a meeting of 
the members of a Commandery of Knights Templar, to meet at the Club Room of 
a hotel, to nominate officers for the ensuing year. 

If the newspapers are to be believed, pools were sold upon the competitive 
drill, at the last Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment, and it is currently 
reported that large sums of money changed hands on the result. 

When Commanderies of Knights Templar put themselves on a par with base 
ball clubs by making a show of, and charging an admission fee to a competitive 
drill, it is quite difficult, at least for me, to trace the connection between these 
things and the propriety of so doing in an Order founded on the Chi!iBtian religion 
and the practice of the Christian virtues. 

Is it not time to call a halt? 

Proficiency in drill is certainly desirable and proper, but I seriously question 
whether a special talent in that direction demonstrated in a military company is 
the only qualification that should be required for membership in a Commandery of 
Knights Templar. 

Sir Knights, there is more of our Order than mere display, and more good to 
be accomplished in it, by it and for it, by studying the grand lessons which underlie 
it, and striving to live closer to them, than by acquiring proficiency in the facings 
and manual of arms. 

It is eminently proper that we should all be sufficiently well drilled to make a 
decent and orderly appeaianoe in the Asylum and in public; but I cannot but feel 
that it would be better for us and in every way more fitting, that the competitive 
drill business be relegated to military companies, where it properly belongs, and 
the time and money spent upon it by Commanderies devoted to better and more 
legitimate usee. 

I have " said my say," ^Sir Knights, in this matter, with malice toward none, 
with charity for all." And now, with a full appreciation of your kindness, and the 
honor conferred by your repeated election to the most important office in your gift. 
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I desire to thank yon, one and all, for your nnfalling ooortesy and kind assistance 
npon all occasions, and to assure yon that my only regret in transferring the au- 
thority with which yon have invested me to some Sir Knight whom I trost will 
have the ability and leisure to serve yon better than I have been able to, is, that the 
engrossing cares of business have prevented my giving as much time and attention 
to the duties of the oflioe as I would otherwise have been glad to do. 

But with the assurance and conviction that I have done my best under the 
circumstances, 1 leave the rest to your unfailing charity; and so, thanking God for 
the privilege of meeting together again, and for all His mercies, let us address our- 
selves to the business and duties before us. 



On the 22d December, 1883, a few brief weeks after the Conclave, 
the Templar world was shocked to hear that one so full of life and 
vigor, had been called upon to lay aside his Templar warfare and ap- 
pear before the Great Creator to render an account for the deeds done 
in the body. But, alas, it was too true. 

We quote the public tribute given this good man and Templar 
Mason, by one who knew him well, and echoed the sentiments of his 
Jurisdiction : 



To the R, E. Grand Commander of the State of Michigan: 

It is with profound regret that I herewith officially announce to you the death 
of Gharles Frederick Gove Gollins, Past Grand Gommander of Wisconsin, and the 
Representative of the Grand Gommandery of Massachusetts near our Grand Gom- 
mandery. 

In the full health and vigor of life, the prime of manhood; in the possession 
of all the endearing qualities of a true and noble man, and while in the perform- 
ance of his duties as general manager of the Beloit Iron Works, he was suddenly, 
and without warning, cut down by the ruthless hand of death. His death occurred 
on the morning of December 18, 1888, at his home in the Gity of Beloit. On the 21st 
inst. his remains wore committed to their final resting place, with the full Templar 
service, members from every part of the State assisting in the performance of the 
last sad duties. 

Born in Gofitetown, N. H., in the year 1889, he came to Beloit in 1856, when but 
seventeen years of age, and engaged in the practice of his professional duties, being 
those of civil engineering; a few years later entering into partnership with his 
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father in the drag bnsineBS, in which he continued sncceBsfolly until he became in- 
terested in the Iron Works of that city in 1872. Here be remained actively engaged, 
the works growing under his guidance as general manager to the eztensiye estab- 
lishment of tQ-day« until the mandate, none may resist, came to him, and death re- 
lieved liim from his duties. 

Taking an early interest in public affairs, he was soon called upon to fill, suc- 
cessively, aU the positions of trust and honor that were within the gift of the 
people of his city and county, and to his energy, clear mind and sound judgment is 
assigned, more than to anything else, the success, growth and prosperity of the 
city. 

His Masonic history shows an equally active life. He was initiated, passed 
and raised in Morning Star Lodge, No» 10, in November, 1862, receiving his Chap- 
ter degrees in Beloit Chapter, No. 9, in December, 1862. The following spring, in 
April, 1863, he was created a Knight Templar, in Beloit Commandery, No. 6. 

He also received aU the grades conferred in the various bodies of the Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Bite up to and including the 32d, which was conferred upon him 
in Wisconsin Consistory, No. 1, on January 16, 1873. 

Here, also, the noble and sterling qualities of his mind and heart caused him 
to be selected to fill the various subordinate stations and to occupy the chairs of 
his Lodge, Chapter and Commandery. His knowledge of Masonic Jurisprudence, 
his ability, his unswerving honesty and integrity, and his many deeds of charity 
and pure beneficence soon gave him prominence in the Grand Bodies of his State 
and resulted in his election to the various Grand Offices. He served as Grand 
Master of Masons, in 1878 and 1879, as Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter, in 
1872 and 1873, and was Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery in 1881, 1882 
and 1883. Unostentatious at all times, and with a calm temperament, he per- 
formed, with unquestioned ability, his every duty with honor to the Craft. 

In him our State has lost an honored and beloved citizen, and our Order a 
noble Knight, a wise counselor, a true friend, and a deai:ly beloved brother. 

May his rest in that long unbroken sleep of death be peaceful and calm, and 
the memory of his many virtues ever remain as bright as the moonbeams that shed 
their light upon his cold and lonely grave to-night. 



The following report from the Committee on Jurisprudence was 
adopted : 



G. H. BENZENBEBG. 



Grand Commander, 
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That, as we anderetand the Grand Encampment adopted two forms of Bitaai, 
one embracing the fall ceremonial, and the other a short form, embracing all the 
essentials of the more extended one, and adopted the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee as follows: And that it be left to the Grand Commanderies to detennine 
which of these ceremonials they will nse." This action of the Grand Encampment 
seems to leave the Grand Commandery no altemative bat to adopt one or the other 
of the forms of Bitaai for ose in this Jarisdiction. The Committee, therefore, rec- 
ommended the adoption of the resolution herewith sabmitted in lien of the pre- 
amble and resolations referred to them, and as a sabstitate therefor, viz.: 

Resolved, That the short form of Bitaai adopted by the Grand Encampment 
at its last Triennial Session for the Mediterranean Pass and Knight of Malta be 
adopted and ased in this Jarisdiction, and that all Commanderies in this Jarisdic- 
tion be, and they are hereby, reqaired to ase the same. 



Sir Wm. C. Swain submitted the Report on Correspondence. It 
is kind, courteous and fraternal. 

Twenty-eight sister Grand Commanderies, as also the Grand En- 
campment, pass in review before the committee. Michigan, for 1883, is 
among the number. 

Sir Swain enters "the ring" as follows: 

In "shying oar castor into the ring" for oar initial effort, yoor Committee 
have no apology to make for short comings, and simply wish to state that we have 
done oar best, and make no claim to being able to iill the place which has been so 
ably occnpied by Carpenter and others. Nevertheless, we have as f ally enjoyed oar 
labors, as if we had done better. 

To oar brethren of the gaild, we will simply say, that we will accept castiga- 
tion at their hands with becoming hamility; and if we are not worthy of a fall seat 
at the banqnet, we will content onrselves with sitting on the edge of oar chair. 



He says, while reviewing Michigan, that the address of Sir Saxton 
is one of th^ ablest he has read. Thanks, Sir Swain. 

Referring to what Sir Saxton said on the uniform question, he says : 

He is serioasly troabled with the fact that aniforms are not aniform, and his 
recommendations were referred to Special Committee, who reported a aniform 
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which will make some anif onn dealer happy, and we hope will make his sabordi- 
nates onif ormly prosperons. 

Let me tell you an open secret, my good Sir Knight. We have 
fully carried out the order, and Michigan Sir Knights are handsomely 
and appropriately uniformed, and if it has made the " uniform dealers " 
happy we are glad of it, for it certainly has made " the Knights happy." 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Under Mississippi, he quotes what Sir DeLap says on the '^^ perfect 
vmn^'' and says : 

He prefers a good man with a stiff leg, to a profane, dissipated and ungodly 
popinjay with /our good ones, and although we never saw one of the latter, we 
think we would also. We folly agree with him in his ideas of physical qnalifica- 
tions. 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT. 

Of the doings of the Grand Encampment, he says : 

No. 1, was on proxy yoting in Grand Commandery, the qneetion being raised 
in the Grand Commandery of Lonisiana, and noted elsewhere, to the effect that a 
Sir Knight cannot vote in person and by proxy; that, as no Templar can have two 
votes in his own right, he cannot delegate to another the right to do that which is 
denied in himself. 

No. 2, was on the effect of expolsion, suspension or dropping from the rolls by 
Lodge or Chapter. He roles that expulsion or suspension for non-payment of dues 
by a Lodge, after trial by the Lodge, which trial is in accordance with the roles 
and regulations of the Grand Lodge, is a legal expulsion or suspension (in the 
Commandery.) That dropping from the rolls, by the Chapter, for non-payment of 
dues, does not have the effect of suspension or expulsion, and the status in the 
Commandery is not affected. 

^ No. S, on affiliation in Lodge or Chapter was based upon a peculiar By-Law of 
the Grand Lodge of Colorado, and to the effect that membership in Lodge or Chap- 
ter ^ not necessary for a petitioner for the Orders, but that good standing is nec- 
essary; that the By-Law that all non-affiliated Masons who have not made appli- 
cation for membership within one year shall be deprived of all the rights and 
privileges of Masonry," does not deprive a brother of his Masonic rights, until 
charges have been preferred, and he has been tried and convicted. 

No. 4, a Grand Commandery cannot imi)ose on candidates for the Orders con- 
ditions additional to those required by the Grand Encampment. 
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No. 5, to the qneetion, " what is the exegesis of, or what is, the ChriBtian re- 
ligion which, as Knights Templar, we are pleased to defend? " Answered: The 
Ritual contains those things which a Knight obligates himself to believe and per- 
form. The Grand Master has no authority to. give additional definitions or theo- 
logical views on the subjects" 

No. 0, that suspension must be by vote of the Commandery. 

No. 11, that objection to the advancement of a Red Cross Knight is equivalent 
to a rejection by ballot, and all the money the candidate has paid should be re- 
turned. 

No. 13, a Commandery U. D. cannot elect to the Orders without the presence 
of nine of its members. Those Knighted in the Commandery can be counted in 
making the quorum. 

No. 13, one Commandery cannot, without a dispensation, confer the Orders 
upon a companion by virtue of an election in another Commandery, at the request 
of said other Commandery. 

No. 17, No officer or member can be present in the Grand Encampment or in 
a Grand Commandery, unless in full Templar uniform, except by vote of the Body 
excusing him. And I should, on general principles, apply the rule to Subordinate 
Commanderies." 

No. 19, the setting apart by municipal authorities of a day for a general parade 
of all the organized bodies, trades, clubs, etc., is not such an occasion as justifies 
Commanderies appearing in public in Templar costume. Dispensations ought not 
to be granted for the purpose. 

No. 22, physical qualifications, "absolute physical x>erfection is not, by our 
legislation, a technical landmark, but the candidate's qualifications to comply 
with the requirements of the Ritual and drill are to be passed upon by the Com- 
mandery to which the application is presented." 

The Grand Master gives an account of his researches in the early history of 
our Order, which led him to believe that the Orders had been conferred in Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, as early as 1780. He give a heliotype fao simile of a diploma 
dated 1783, which goes to show, as Sir Carson writes, "That the authenticity of 
this diploma once established, and Pennsylvania and Massachusetts are both ante- 
dated, and the received tradition that Webb was the founder of our Red Cross 
Grade, vanishes before the burning rays of the Sun of truth." 



CONCLUSION. 



His concluding remarks we give as follows, feeling on "the old 
almanac matter " about as he does: 
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We have, in an imperfect manner, in the intervals of basinees life, reviewed 
the Proceedings of all the Jurisdictions which have come to hand. GTeorgia, Biary- 
land, Minnesota, Nebraska and Pennsylvania have failed to pat in an appearance. 
And it is like reading a last year's almanac to go over those of a year and a half old, 
when a Triennial Conclave has intervened, and the glories of prize drills have 
crowded oat all meaner things. 

Of the topics which have mainly occapied Templar minds, the Trinitarian 
dogma appears to hold the preference, bat probably before another year, it will 
have given place to criticisms of the Grand Encampment, and its sins of omission 
and commission, and we shall all be ready to join in the hae and cry that she has 
done those things which she oaght not to have done, and left andone those things 
which she oaght to have done, and we shall thank God that oar skirts are clear, 
and begin to form drill clabs, and farbish ap oar brass battons, and preen oar 
feathers for St. Loais and 1880. 

We have endeavored, in a modest way, to express oar opinions on the various 
sabjects discassed, not becaase we thoaght they woald be of mach importance, bat 
becaase even a farthing candle ray will add a little light to the general illamina- 
tion; and if the brilliant electric light of the Order entirely cast in the shade oar 
hamble efforts, we will be like the man whoi^e wife hid him ander the bed when 
she had company, and, like him, when she chided him for peeping oat between the 
ooanterpanes, will dare to retort, that while we have the spirit of a man we will 
peep. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

Sir George H. Benzenberg, Milwaukee, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir John W. Lafiin, Milwaukee, elected Grand Recorcjer. 



At the eleventh hour these proceedings are at hand and, at the 
expense of incurring the displeasure of our good natured printer, we 
will review them and not allow them to remain over another year, for 
proceedings do not improve with age, as we see it. 

The Twenty-Fourth Annual Conclave was held in the city of Con- 
cord, commencing September 25th, A. D. 1883, A. O. 765. 
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V. E. Sir John Francis Webster, Deputy Grand Commander, acting 
Grand Commander. 

Sir George P. Cleaves, Grand Recorder. 
Eiglit Subordinate Commanderies represented. 

ORA17D COMMANDER'S ADDRESS. 

Owing to ill health, the R. E. Grand Commander could not be pres- 
ent at the Grand Conclave. His address was read by the Grand Re- 
corder, and from his opening we quote : 

In closing the daties of the high poBiUon to which yoa kindly elected me one 
year ago, it is a pleasnre to report that peace, harmony and proeiperity exist throagh- 
oat onr Grand Jurisdiction; that our relations with sister Grand Commanderies are 
pleasant and harmonious, and that the Angel of Death has passed the door of onr 
Grand Asylom without an alarm, giving ns cause for deep gratitude, for which we 
should gratefully thank the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe, and invoke His guid- 
ance, that the future may find us as happily united. 

The p. E. Grand Commander reports that he had made oflScial 
visits to all the Subordinate Commanderies but one. We commend 
him for his attention to what we consider this important part of a Pre- 
siding Officer's duty. 

DECISIONS. 

No decisions have been made by the R. E. Grand Commander 
during the year, which is good evidence of the peace and harmony ex- 
isting in the Jurisdiction. 

CLOSING. 

The address closes as follows : 

And now. Sir Knights, in surrendering the authority with which you were 
pleased to invest me at our last Annual Conclave, let me ask for my faults and er- 
rors that Knightly charity which right intentions may reasonably hope from a gen- 
erous fraternity. Your uniform kindness and courtesy on all occasions have rend- 
ered the duties of the high office very easy and agreeable, and will be held in pleas- 
ant remembrance on again taking my place in your ranks. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 

Transactions local in their character. 

REPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE. 

Sir John J. Bell, for the Committee on Correspondence, submitted 
the usual Annual Review of the transactions of thirty-one sister Juris- 
dictions, Michigan for 1883 among the number. 

MICHIGAN. 

In his review of Michigan he says : 

The Report on Correspondence was from the practiced pen of Sir Knight Wil- 
liam P. Innes, and extracts largely from the proceedings of thirty Grand Bodies. 
The distinguished f rater makes but little comment of his own, as he deems the ob- 
ject of the report to be merely informing his own Grand Gommandery of what is 
going on elsewhere. We deem this one important part of snch reports, but no less 
important the criticism of the differing views and practices of different Jurisdic- 
tions. The great number of practically wholly independent goyeming bodies have 
a strong tendency to separate widely in their methods and aims, and kindly criti 
cism is the only means left to hold so many wandering stars to their courses, by 
keeping the examples of their f raters elsewhere constantly before them. We know 
Sir Knight Innes and are sure if he would express the views he holds on all the 
mooted questions that the weight of his opinions would be of more value to the 
Craft than a part of the extracts he prints. He hears the murmurs of discord all 
along the lines and believes they portend the end of the Grand Encampment. We 
think he is mistaken; there is murmuring where the shoe pinches some, or some 
restraint galls, but the Craft in general are well enough pleased with the National 
Body, and if they were not the social attractions will always bring enough of those 
who value such things to the meetings; and with more or less of good, and more or 
less of slack performance of duty, the Grand Encampment will continue, and the • 
good that flows from it will far exceed the evil. Our frater, like his Grand Gom- 
mandery, believes in urdform^ but is not entirely demented on that topic. 

We do say, fearlessly, that no shoe pinches the Michigan Sir 
Knights relative to offices in the Grand Encampment, for does not Sir 
McCurdy, " our Hugh," hold place therein ; yea, verily he does, but 
nevertheless we still assert that murmurings are heard, and, indeed, 
picket firing has even been heard along the line. 
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Doubtless there may be a social attraction about these meetings, 
and the body might be tolerated on that groimd, but to make the social 
attraction " even all round," the " high joints " ought to be self-support- 
ing, pay their own expenses, and enjoy all the social atti'action they can 
get out of it. 

Do away with the per diem and mileage, and see if a great part of 
the social attraction would not be disposed of. 

Our word for it, Sir Bell, if the Grand Encampment should ever 
refer their existence to the several States, they would be voted out 
by a large majority, and Michigan would do her share of the voting, 
" and don't you forget it." 

CONCLUSION. 

We give his conclusion in full : 

Oar work is done. We have endeavored to inform the fraters of New Hamp- 
Bhire what is doing ehiewhere. We have tried by what we meant for kindly criti- 
cism, to point oat where erroneoas views and acts seemed to be drifting the Graft 
in wrong directions, and to do fairly and honestly the work set for as to do. If in 
aaght we have failed to do jastice to others, we are sorry, and can only hope that 
the error will be ascribed to the head and not to the heart. We have confidence in 
the importance and the vitality of these Orders; we have faith in the continaed ex- 
istence of the Grand Encampment; we believe in the daty of sastaining it. While 
we expect it will make mistakes, will neglect to perform its daties, and will get 
abased both for what it does and what it neglects to do, we expect oar fraters will 
be led into what we esteem far exaggerated views of some f eatares to the neglect of 
what seem to as more important ones. Yet more than thirty years of acqaaintance 
with this branch of Masonry— many years, the two ends of which have seen as 
writing these reports— have only deepened oar faith, and oar love for all oar 
fraters, wheresoever dispersed. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

Sir Andrew Bunton, Manchester, elected Grand Commander. 
Sir George Perley Cleaves, Concord, re-elected Grand Recorder. 
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Thus, Sir Knights, do we bring our labors to a close. " We give 
thee all we can, no more, though poor the offering be." "What is 
said, is said." Would that it were worthier! 

To the Sir Knights of the Corps Reportorial of other Jurisdictions, 
from whom we have differed, we give our assurances that it is with no 
captious or disrespectful spirit. 

What we have felt called upon to say relative to the Grand En- 
campment of the United States, and its usefulness as a governing body, 
has been said, as we believe, from a sense of duty to the Sir Knights of 
our State, who have always ranked as the most loyal to that body. The 
sentiments we utter, although not official, we feel have the approval of 
the brightest minds in our Grand Jurisdiction. 

If, in the discussion of this or any other subject, anything is " badly 
said or curtly worded," let it be put to the unskillfulness of the writer 
— not to any desire on his part to wound. 

Our only pm'pose has been, as the light was given us, "to judge 
with candor, admonish with friendship, and reprehend with justice." 

For the kindness expressed for this Grand Commandery, and our- 
selves individually, we return our sincere thanks to our co-laborers in 
this particular field, and pray that the time may be long — yea, very 
long — before we shall see any other spirit manifested. 

And so we take leave of the Sir Knights of the Corps Reportorial, 
saying, as has been said before, " Happy to meet, sorry to part, happy 
to meet again. 

Courteously submitted. 

WILLIAM P. INNES, 
For the Committee. 
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OlFIFICEiaS OIF THE 

(3p<ar) J S0Ir)rr)(2tr)(^<^FJ- I^r)i^]-)fs ^eir)pl(2[F 
OF MICHIGAN. 

Sir IlKMA.N N. Moore, Grand Rapids :il E. Grand Commander. 

Sir R. Allen Hall, Coldwater V. Deputy Grand Commander. 

Sir Willl\m S. Lawkence, Kalamazoo- E. Grand Generalissimo. 

Sir Eugene Robinson, Detroit E.Grand Captain General. 

Sir Rev. FitANcrs A. Blades, Detroit E. Grand Prelate. 

Sir Thomas A. Willlvms, Jackson.. . E. Grand Senior Warden. 

Sir Charles P. Bigelow, Grand Rapids E. Grand Junior Warden. 

Sir H. SriAw Noble, Monroe E. Grand Treasurer. 

Sir William P. Innes, Grand Rapids E. Grand Recorder. 

Sir John A. Gerrow, Marshall E. Grand Standard Bearer. 

Sir William G. Doty, Ann Arbor E. Grand Sword Bearer. 

Sir Edward C, Smith, Pontiac E. Grand Waixler. 

Sir Alexander McGregor, Detroit E. Grand Sentinel. 

Sir H. B. Roney was appointed Grand Organist. 

Sir William P. Tnnes, Grand Rapids, Chairman Committee on Foreign Cor- 
respondence. 
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